'‘BANDE MATARAM

AND

INDIAN NATIONALISM

(1906-1908)

Being a study in the ideas of India’s First Freedom Movement
based on those rare editorial articles of Sri Aurobindo and
Bepin Chandra Pal which first appeared in the famous
Bande Mataram daily between 1906 and [908.

By : , '
Prof. Haridas Mukherjee |

and

oty
Prof. Uma Mukherjee Qi J
|

. Firma K. L. Mukhopadhyay
. 6/1-A, Banchharam Akrur Lane, Calcutta-12
j September, 1957




The authors of this work have specialised
in the history of the Swadeshi Movement
(1905-1911) which they call India’s First
Freedom's Battle and they have already

made valuable contributions to that phase
of Modern Indian History.

Dr. S. N. Sen, the historian of Eighteen
Fifty-Seven writes of them :
worked hard and examined so
als not easily available, Thejpr study s
objective and they have carried their
investigation on scientific lines”,

“They have
urce materij-

On them Dr. R. C, Majumdar, the
historian of The Sepay Mutiny ang
Revolt of 1857 comments : “The authors
have grasped the real SPirit of the great
movement at the beginning of this century
and have approached its study in a truly
historical spirit, Unmoved by mere senti-
ments and enthusiasm the authors have

carefully studied contemporary records
for an objective and dispassionate study of
the subject,”
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a)?‘lfl}a L {?S

sany Az
Bande Mataram was not a political slogan, it waé‘*ifeé;%é

mere musical composition, it was more than a national ad
anthem, it was a solemn oath of allegiance to the motherland.
The real significance of Bande Mataram was not understood
until militant nationalism found full expression in the
Swadeshi and Revolutionary movements of Bengal when it
became the war cry of national resurgence. Bepinchandra
and Aurobindo, as true sons (santans) of Mother India,
adopted Bande Mataram as the name of their English paper
that was to serve as the organ of revolutionary nationalism.
During its brief existence the paper played an important part
in the history of the Freedom Movement of India. No
student interested in that brilliant epoch in the country’s
history can afford to ignore the message Bande Mataram
brought to its countrymen. Profs. Haridas and Uma
Mukherjee deserve congratulations for rescuing from old
rescuing from inaccessible files of Bande Mataram a large
number of more important editorials, many of them from
the pen of Aurobindo himself, and making them available
to the general reading public. The editorials will doubtless
help to revive the memories of those glorious times and the
great heroes who made them ever memorable.

6, Ekdalia Place,
Calcutta-19. SURENDRA NATH SEN
7.9.57.
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CHAPTER 1

BANDE MATARAM’ AND INDIAN NATIONALISM
Bankimchandra’s Vision of the Mother, 1882

Bande Mataram means “Hail to the Mother”. It is the
name of that immortal song of Bankim Chandra Chatterjee
(1838-1894) which he composed in a flash of poetic ecstasy
and first published in his Ananda Math or Abode of Bliss
in 1882. This poem may be taken as signifying the very
essence of the idealism which permeates the entire novel—
a blend of the categorical imperative of the Gita and the
Positivism of Comte. It is not a religious song in the
ordinary sense of the term. It is neither Hindu nor Muslim
in its contents. Intense nationalism is the very spirit which
the poem breathes. The Mother conceived is not an ordinary
religious deity, but a mew entity, the mother-country in
which we live and move and have our beings. The mother-
country is not a mere mass of territory but a living entity
working through her sons and fulfilling her mission through
them. Bankim discovered the religion of patriotism and
gave an undying utterance to it in his Bande Mataram.
““Chatterji’s patriotic doctrine of the country as the object
of worship”, observes Benoy Kumar Sarker, “is integrally
associated with his Comtist religion in which humanity (and
not divinity) commands adoration. Bande Mataram is a.
Comtist hymn, an anti-theocratic ode of rationalism, freed
from the cult of gods™*(1).

It is not perhaps known to many that Comtist influence
was a profoundly formative force in the moral and intellec-
tual outfit of Bankim. He was one of the earliest and
loudest protagonists of Positivist ideas and ideals in our

e b Al S et AL,
* (1) Villages and Towns As Social Patterns (Cal., 1941, p. 357).
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Movement (1905) were a period of momentous changes in
the history &f our country. The spirit of Nationalism of
which Surendranath and Bankim, Tilak and Vivekananda
were the trusted and accredited exponents was steadily
growing and asserting itself. At the turn of the century
Bengal that stood in the vanguard of intellectual re-awaken-
ing became the scene of revolutionary enthusiasm and
militant nationalism. The Swadeshi Movement that broke
out in 1905 was the first great expression of that militant
nationalism and marked the first stage in India’s struggle
for independence. In the 19th century Indian leaders had
accepted the British administration in this country as a
sort of a divine dispensation, reconciled themselves mentally
to an acceptance of that rule as conditions for peace and
stability and occasionally sought redress of specific griev-
ances within the fundamental framework of British rule.
In an article on “India’s Duty to England”, the Hindu
Patriot (April 8, 1878) editorially wrote thus: “Our
rulers may rest assured that the symptoms of dissatisfaction
which they notice among the princes and people of India
are no symptoms of a wish for a political revolution. Far
from it. Both the princes and people of India fully
appreciate the order which the English have introduced, the
protection and security which they have given, and the
principles of progress, which they have instilled into
life”*(4). In an editorial article on “England’s Greatness
and India’s Gain”, the Bengalee (July 8, 1900) declared the
same sentiment. The article was from the pen of Satis
Chandra Mukherjee, the editor of the Dawn, and reprinted
in his famous monthly in December of the same year. On
the whole, an implicit faith in the moral foundation of

*(4) Vide: J. K. Majumdar: Indian Speeches and Documents on
‘British 'Rule: 1821-1918 (Cal., 1937, p. 186) and our Bengali;
pamphlet on Swadeshi Andolan (Cal. 1953, pp. 23-25).
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over the Ilbert Bill, and the imprisonment of Mr. Surendra-
nath Banerj? in 1883, no fuss was made over the Bande
Mataram. 1 was then in Calcutta and remember distinctly
that the thousands of students who flocked round the
Calcutta High Court during the trial of Mr. Banerji did
not sing the Bande Mataram”*(6). The same picture was
depicted by Romesh Chandra Dutt when he wrote : “During
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee’s lifetime the ‘Bande Mataram’,
tkough its dangerous tendency was recognised, was not used
as a party war cry; it was not raised, for instance, during
the Ilbert Bill agitation nor by the students who flocked
round the court during the trial of Surendra Nath Banerjee
in 1883. It has, however, obtained an evil notoreity in the
agitations that followed the partition of Bengal. 'That
Bankim Chandra himself foresaw or desired any such use
of it is impossible to believe” (Vide R. C. Dutt’s paper on
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee in Encyclopedia Brittanica, 11th
Ed.,, Vol. VI, p. 10). Again in 1885 when the Indian
National Congress was founded, no cognizance was taken
of Bande Mataram. True, a few lines from that song were
incorporated in the concluding portions of Hemchandra’s
Rakhi-Bandhan, a Bengali poem composed in 1886 at the
time of the Calcutta Session of the Congress*(7) ; yet it is
difficult to prove that Bande Mataram of Bankim found any
general acceptance at the hands of the people at that time.
For the first time that song was sung on the Congress plat-
form in 1896 by a poet no less than Rabindra Nath Tagore.
But Bande Mataram had not yet then acquired any special
significance apart from other national songs like “wyyyzy farafs
sItw A7 ©ie” (1886) and “sify gaq garqyfet (1896). It
was only in 1905 when the political soul of Bengal was

*(6) Vide: S. M. Mitra’s Indian Problems (London, 1908, p. 67).
*(7) H. P. Ghose's Bengali work on Congress 0 Bangla (Cal., 1936,

pp. 135-136).
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observer of men and matters since then. He was one of the
fathers of tlle Swadeshi Movement of 1905 in its broader
sense, and as such the observations of such an important
man on the evolution of Bande Mataram have special
significance. Again, Aurobindo Ghose may be cited as
another authority on the point. A devoted admirer of
Bankim ever since 1893-94, Aurobindo wrote in 1907: Tt
was thirty-two years ago that Bankim wrote his great song
and few listened; but in a sudden moment of awakening
from long delusions the people of Bengal looked round for
the truth and in a fated moment somebody sang Bande
Mataram’*(10).

First Cry of Bande Mataram on August 7

Bande Mataram as a mantra of Nationalism was uttered
through thousands of voices for the first time on the fateful
day of August 7, 1905 in connection with the historic Town
Hall meeting promulgating resolution of Boycott and the
vow of Swadeshi. The Government would have Partition
of Bengal effected and the universal protest and indignation
expressed by the people against that decision proved
unavailing. The nation felt insulted, humiliated and tricked
and had no alternative but to have recourse to a relentless
course of Boycott of British goods even at a sacrifice. It

. was a fitting and telling reply of an unarmed and disarmed
nation to the autocracy of the alien government. ‘The
Government in the matter of Partition had despisingly boy-
cotted a united Bengali opinion. “A boycott of one kind”,
wrote Satischandra, “was therefore sought to be met by a
boycott of another”*(11). It was the last legitimate resort

*(10) Vide: Aurobindo’s Bankim-Tilak-Dayananda (Cal, 2nd Ed.
1947, p. 13).

*(11) The Dawn and Ddwn Society’s Magazine, Part I, May, 1906:.
Vide the article on “The True Character of Boycott”.
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“An unprecedented Bande Mataram procession of Hindus
and Mussalfians, numbering over ten thousand men came
out of Babu Deno Bandhu Sen’s house at noon....passed
through all the principal streets of the town, singing national
songs and crying Bande Mataram and Alla-ho-Akbar. Both
Hindus and Mussalmans carried Bande Mataram
flags”*(15). The procession was headed by Aswini Kumar
Dutt, Mohammed Shruff, Mitahar Hossain and many others.
The scene that was witnessed in the mofussil was noticed

in the metropolis also.

Bande Mataram Sampraday, Oct., 1905

A very important expression of the impact of Bande
Mataram in the Swadeshi days was the formation of the
Bande Mataram Sampraday, in North Calcutta in October,
1905. Originally started by a band of respectable and
elderly gentlemen, the Sampraday soon drew to itself
youthful votaries in large numbers for the purpose of
propagating Bande Mataram sentiment among our country-
men. This Society had its President in Kumar Manmatha
Nath Mitra, its Secretary in Suresh Chandra Samajpati and
its Treasurer in Rai Amrita Lal Mitra Bahadur. On every
Sunday, the members of the Society went about in proces-
sion in the streets, singing Bande Mataram and accepting
voluntary contributions ' from the people, although the
collection of a fund was not their direct and conscious aim.
Sj. Hemendra Prasad Ghosh informs us that on one
occasion Rabindranath also joined the procession. Thus the
Bande Mataram Sampraday addressed itself to the propaga-
tion of the cult of the country with a mission and religious
passion, During the Swadeshi days Kanthalpara, the birth-

*(15) The Bengalee, May 23, 1906.
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altar of the Mother. The whole conception was evidently
animated by the spirit of Bande Mataram.

Bande Mataram and Bengal Extremism, 1906

The culmination of Bande Mataram was reached in that
powerful English daily, Bande Mataram which became in
the Swadeshi days the mightiest organ of Indian resurgence
and Nationalism. Extremism was developing in the fold
of the Congress since the beginning of the year 1906. The
upholders of the cult of radicalism felt the need of an
all-Indian organ so as to give the most articulate and effective
expression of the new spirit that was rising. The Yugantar
embodying that spirit appeared as a Bengali weekly by the
middle of March 1906, but its appeal was mainly confined
to the Bengali-speaking people. Next took place the Barisal
outrage in connection with the Provincial Conference at
Barigal (April 14-15, 1906), which was forcibly broken up
by the police. The last hope of co-operation with the
bureaucracy was fast vanishing. The need for a vigorous
propaganda of a more inspiring and thorough-going politics
became keener than ever. In this background was started
the famous Bande Mataram. It owed its origin to the
idealism of Bepin Chandra Pal who with a paltry amount
of Rupees five hundred or even less than it ventured upon
that arduous task of patriotism. The first issue of Bande
Mataram was brought out on August 6, 1906*(18). Soon
Aurobindo joined it. Under their joint editorship, Bande
Mataram was published upto the middle of December, 1906
when differences of opinion cropped up and Bepin Chandra

*(18) Vide H. P. Ghose's Aurobindo—The Propihet of Patriotism,
(Cal. 1949, p. 12). That the first issue of Bande Mataram
was published on the 6th of Aug. 1906 is categorically stated
in an unpublished writing, discussing the origin of that daily,
by the late Suresh Chandra Dey, the son-in-law of Bepin

Chandra Pal. ‘
2
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their name. The delegates have been gathered from all
parts of the Country not to deliberate upon public matters
but simply to lend their support to the decisions that had
already been arrived by secret conclaves of half-a-dozen
men”*(20). The existing autocracy in the leadership of
the Congress “will have to be put down with a strong hand
by means of an organised effort on the part of those who
believe in democracy”. Again, in another editorial, Bande
Mataram expressed the same spirit. “The political agita-
ticns and activities among us of the last quarter of a century
have created a number of what may be called ‘rings’ in
the country. There are few districts that have not such
a ‘ring’, composed generally of two or three successful
lawyers who have all these years claimed the right both
of representing and controlling the public life and opinion
of their respective towns and districts. These rings were
like shells that helped to preserve the seed of democracy
in the earlier stages of its evolution, but a time comes
when for the germination of this seed these rings have
to be broken asunder and destroyed or the seed confined
beyond its time within its own shell and cover, is dried up
and destroyed. The time has come among us to break the
old lawyer rings up, and to bring the seed of democracy out
of its shell and place it in the open air and light of the day,
so that it may germinate, send out its shoots and twigs, grow
into a plant, a tree, and then bear its own flowers and
fruits for the glory of God and the good of man. The
present agitation means this breaking up of the old shells.
Ttz means the advance of the people to their own rights;
the demand of the nation that those who claim to be its

*(20) Vide the editorial article on “Congress and Democracy”. Alsa
see the article on “The Shell and the Seed” in Bande Mataram

of Sept. 17, 1906.
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| could undo the benefits of the Permanent Settlement

without any direct infringement of its provisions, that a
mere robbing of judicial functions would not disarm the

executive oppression, nor would Simultaneous Examinations

and liberal employment of Indians in the services would
mend the matter. “The only true cure for a bad and
oppressive financial system”, wrote Aurobindo in Bande
Mataram, “is to give the control over taxation to the people
whose money pays for the needs of government. The
only effective way of putting an end to executive tyranny
is to make the people and not an irresponsible Government
the controller and paymaster of both executive and judi-
ciary... This is the object which the new politics, the politics
of the twentieth century, places before the people of India
in their resistance to the present system of Government,
not tinkerings and palliatives but the substitution for the
autocratic bureaucracy, which at present misgoverns us, of
a free constitutional and democratic system of government
and the entire removal of foreign control in order to make
way for perfect mnational liberty”*(24). Bande
Mataram believed that each nation has a right to live its
life in its own way and that the first condition of Indian
regeneration was the seizure of the Rajashakti or the
Government by the people, and, therefore, it urged upon
the concentration of the whole energies of the nation on
the realisation of that ideal before the question of moral
improvement of the race or industrial or social regeneration
could be undertaken*(25). It triumphantly preached the
cult of the country and raised Nationalism to the rank of
a religion and acknowledged Bankimchandra, the poet and

*(24) Vide The Dagtrine of PasSive Resistance, pp. 15-16.

*(25° " - -—#-d Y“The Ideclogies of the Swadeshi
ithan Standard, ober 11, 1953.
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germinated in the blood of earnest and sincere men. ...The
line of work js to mix with the masses and to organise and
reduce to a system the ideas and aspirations now scattered
and disseminated. They (the Nationalists) will put their
trust in the nation and they will make all compromise
impossible till the Indian soil is free”*(27). 'The ideal of
“unqualified Swaraj” was placed before the countrymen as
the only inspiring ideal to fight for and die. But this
Swaraj was not to be a mere aspiration for political liberty.
“Swaraf as the fulfilment of the ancient life of India under
modern conditions, the return of the Satyajuga of national
greatness, the resumption by her of her great role of teacher
and guide, self-liberation of the people for the final
fulfilment of the Vedantic ideal in politics, this is the true
Swaraj for India.....She (India) cannot do it without
taking the management of her own life into her own hands.
She must live her own life and not the life of a part or

subordinate in a foreign Empire”*(28).

Doctrine of Passive Resistance

Bande Mataram not only preached the ideal of Swaraj
for India but also advocated passive or defensive resistance
as the means to its realisation. “The first principle of
passive resistance, which the new school have placed in the
forefront of thier programme is to make the administration
under present condition impossible by an organised refusal
to do anything which shall help either British commerce
in the exploitation of the country or British officialdom in
the administration of it—unless and until the conditions are

*(27) Vide the article on “The New Faith” in Bande Mataram,

Weekly Edition, Dec. 1, 1907.
*(28) Vide the article on “Ideals Face to Face” in Bande Mataram,

Weekly Edition, May 3, 1908.
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Within the incredibly short
period of twg years (Aug. 1906 to Oct. 1908) it succeeded
in effecting a revolution in the whole mental attitude of our
countrymen. It preached with an unfaltering voice that all
political struggles are trials of strength and freedor must
be wrested from the hands of the bureaucracy by our own
determination and strength. The boon of liberty, it
declared, cannot be purchased in the cheapest market. It
exposed with merciless frankness the hollowness and futility
of the medicant policy of the Moderates. It told the people
that it is not by prayer and petition to the alien Government
that a nation’s liberty is bought, but by a grim battle with
the bureaucracy and shedding the martyr’s blood. “It is
not the talk of Swaraj that can bring Swaraj, but it is the
living of Swaraj by each man among us that will compel
Swaraj to come”*(31). The bases of that unqualified
Swaraj for India must be built up from the villages and the
masses carried with the forward movement. ‘‘The future
of the country”, it proclaimed, “is in the jail with Leakat
Hossain and Chidambaran Pillay, not at Allahabad with
Gopal Krishna Gokhale and Pherozeshah Mehta. The hope
of the nation is in the young men of the Samities, not in
the old leaders who seek to fling their fortified prestige
and waning popularity as stumbling blocks in the way of
Swaraj. The destiny of India lies in the masses who surged
behind Chidambaran at Tuticorin, who crowded to adore
Tilak at Pandharpur, who hang on the lips of Bepin
Chandra in East Bengal, not with the handful of lawyers
and English-educated graduates who have hitherto called
themselves the nation. Not in Convention with false creeds

it for revolution”*(30).

R
+(30) Vide Sri Aurobindo on Himself—p. 58.

*(31) Vide Bande Mataram, Weekly Edition, April, 12, 1908.
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adopted, but still they could not break the spirit of the new
movement. elrue to itself, conscious of its destiny, regard-
less of the smiles and frowns of the bureaucracy, calm
and dignified under provocation, Bande Mataram continued
to preach with a “heart of fire and tongue of flame” the
high ideal of firmness and fortitude, great service and
self-immolating sacrifice for the country.

Severer Type of Patriotism Preached

Commenting on the proposed amendment of the Press
Act, calculated to check seditious publications, Bande
Mataram in its issue of February 24, 1908, observed:
“Whatever may be the literary ability of the printers and
publishers of these persecuted papers they thoroughly
understand their mission and willingly offer themselves as
sacrifices in spite of dissuasion, to keep alive this sort of
patriotic literature in the country. They come forward
out of a strong patriotic impulse and offer to shield ability
behind their heroism to ensure the continuity of
propagandist work according to their own ideas and ideals.
Printers or publishers, theirs is the moral and legal
responsibility for the dissemination of the ideas which are
sought to be put down. These men are really the prophets
and martyrs, and those for whose blood the Anglo-Indian
Press and the bureaucracy seem to be so thirsty are merely
the dressers of their ideas. The new batch of printers
and publishers who are rushing to jail one after another
are not mere mercenary instruments, but young men fired
with divine enthusiasm and heroic devotion to the cause
of their country. Those who talk lightly of the printers
and publishers of these alleged seditious papers should
take note of this fact, and then judge if any severity of the
Press Act can at all put an end to this sort of literature”.
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Mataram declared that God cannot be truly served by
half-hearted ‘workers and the work before the Nationalists
would be in the future of the sternest kind. ‘“The hero, the
martyr, the man of iron will and iron heart, the grim fighter
whose tough nerves defeat cannot tire out nor danger
relax, the born leader in action, the man who cannot sleep
or rest while his country is enslaved, the priest of Kali
who can tear his heart out of his body and offer it as a
bleeding sacrifice on the Mother’s altar, the heart of fire
and the tongue of flame whose lightest word is an inspiration
to self-sacrifice or a spur to action, for these the time is
coming; the call will soon go forth...... For the battle is
near and the trumpet ready for the signal”*(35).
Revolution Coming

The same sentiment was re-echoed by Aurobindo in
Bande Mataram on April 29, 1908 in another remarkable
editorial entitled “New Conditions” which was his last will
and testament to the nation in the capacity of the editor
of that nationalist organ. As govermental repression was
mounting, Aurobindo felt more and more keenly with the
unerring prophetic insight that the day of a world-shaking
turmoil and a clash of forces was approaching. “The fair
hopes of an orderly and peaceful evolution of self-
government, which the first energies of the new movement
had fostered, are gone for ever. Revolution, bare and grim,
is preparing her battle-field mowing down the centres of
order which were evolving a new COSmOS and building up the
materials of a gigantic downfall and a mighty new creation.
We could have wished it otherwise, but God’s will be done...
An immense and incalculable revolution is at hand and its

*(35) In a remarkable editorial on “The Wheat and the Chaff"”
Aurobindo gave expression to these sentiments in Bande

Mataram on April 23, 1908.
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in other ways. Bande Mataram has raised the hymn of
liberty and offended the powers that be. .... Bande Mataram
is a divine emanation, a vibration which was convulsing
India, preparing her again for her self-expression by
initiating mighty revolutions in her social, economic, and
political life, long before it chose ourselves for its medium.
It was in the air, it began its action, it set in motion forces
long before it came to be delivered with our types and
printing machines. There are junctures in the affairs of
the world when new men are produced—the men of the
moment, the men of the occasion, the men of destiny whose
spirit attracts, unites and inspires, whose capacity is
congenial to the crisis, whose power is equal to the
convulsion—who are the outcome of the storm. Our people
know whether Bande Mataram has incited them to murder
or filled them with pure and noble impulses. The green
sheet may or may not flutter to them in future but it has
pointed them back to the true sources of inspiration—their
beloved motherland with all her unparalled wealth of
verdure. They will draw their inspiration from every
blade of grass, they will have their life-blood warmed up
by that blazing Indian sun who is beyond the reach of any
order of confiscation. We do not mind what happens to
us but let our country be spared the misery, the wrath, the
hate, the spite and all that is compassed in the name of
thrall”.
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SELECT EDITORIALS OF BANDE MATARAM
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' coterie had to abdicate their right to dictate to the Congress,
as to what it ¢shall discuss and to accept the suggestion of

| leaving the settlement of the Congress programme to a

' representative Committee duly elected by the delegates
' present. This Subjects Committee is the only constitutional
 safeguard. provided so far by the Congress against the

| exercise of autocratic power by any individual Congress

‘ man or any clique or coterie of the delegates. But, it has
| proved during the last twenty years to be more or less a
mocracy, so difficult to lear paper safeguard and sometimes through impatience, occa-

sionally even by open bullying, half-a-dozen men, led by

1’1 the masterful personality of Pherozshah Mehta, have
|

mocratic leaders, Evyer since the birth

converted the Congress into practically a private concern.
Presidents are selected from year to year without the
slightest regard for the feelings and sentiments of the
general body of Congress-men in the country, topics for
discussion are selected and rejected just as they suit the
wishes or offend the susceptibilities of these half-a-dozen
men. It was thus that Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee came
to be nominated for the Presidency of the Congress a
second time, while Babu Kali Charan Banerjee another
distinguished leader of Bengal, was kept out of it altogether.
It was thus again that a younger and much less influential

came to be called to the President’s chair of the Congress,
while a man like Mr. Bal Gangadhar Tilak who holds a
unique position in the country, both as a scholar and a
leader of his people, than whom no man among us has
made greater sacrifices or suffered more cruelly for his love
ot his people, has not yet been thought of as a fit man
for the Congress Presidency. Those who have attended

| the meetings of the Subjects Committee, know from bitter

personal experience how almost impossible it is for any
3
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dnan to get even a decent hearing from his colleagues on
that Committee if his views did not fall in completely with
those of the three or four gentlemen who have all these
ye:‘ars usurped the guidance of the Congress. Neither so
universally respected a leader like Babu Baikuntha Nath Sen
of Berhampur, nor 5 man so universally loved of his people
as Ba!)l_.l Aswini Kumar Dutt of Barisal, nor so thoughtful
a poh.tm:an as Pundit Bishny Narayan Dhar could get
oftentimes a.decent hearing from the three or four men who
have Practically. kept the Congress apron-strings since
Mr. Hume's departure from India, It is these men who,
accustomed fo run the show according to their sweet will
aI.]d pleasure, have constantly obstructed every attempt to
glVe a proper constitution to this great N ational Institl;tion'

Every year, for somet;
ehime past, thjs n
pressed on the Subjects s Proposal has bee

elect thirty de;]eg 11? & casual way at the local Bar Iibrary
gates from their district for the Congress

and the g :
tPerhuman feat is recorded by wire in the Daily
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has come when a new departure must be made if the
Congress is %o realise in any measure the promises of its
carly days. One of the most hopeful signs. of the times is
the quickening of new ideals of civic life and patriotic duty
in the country, and there is a desire among thinking people
everywhere and more particularly in the mofussil districts
of Bengal to utilise the Congress for the organisation of the
new democratic spirit in the country and to do this work
properly and well, the existing autocratic habits and
tendencies in the present leadership of the Congress will have
t2 be put down with a strong hand by means of an organised
effort on the part of those who believe in democracy and
have too: sincere and strong a love for their country to
hesitate to do the cruellest work for its sake.

That there is a growing desire in the country to place
the Congress upon a sounder and more -democratic and
popular basis is evidenced by the meetings that are being
held all over the country to have Mr. Bal Gangadhar Tilak
clected as President of the coming session of the Congress
in Qalcutta. It will be the merest affectation to deny that
these meetings are organised by the friends of the new
party in this Province; we have no desire to conceal that
fact. At the same time though the articulation of the senti-
ments that stand at the back of these demonstrations is due
to outside stimulus, the genuineness of these sentiments
cannot be honestly questioned, and the fact that these senti-
ments have been articulated in the face of a most disin-
genuous attempt by some people to thwart Mr. Tilak’s nomij-
nation, speaks a great deal for the intensity of the feelings
of the people towards Mr. Tilak., Bafled in secretly
“appointing some harmless” man as President of the coming
Congress the old leaders have been playing a new trick. The
only man who could keep Tilak out is Mr. Dadabhaj
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Naoroji. Mr. Naoroji being asked, by whomsoever it may
be, to come and guide our deliberations this year, Mr. Tilak,
whom it would be difficult in any case to induce to accept
the President’s chair, would himself stoutly refuse to be
nominated. It is clear from Babu Bhupendra Nath Bose’s
letter that the invitation to Mr, Naoroji has been given not
in order to get Mr. Naoroji in but to keep Mr. Tilak out.
We wonder what Mr. Naoroji’s feelings will be when he
learns as he certainly will, to what an unworthy use he has
been put by the Calcutta autocracy,

—

THE RESULTS OF THE CONGRESS
B.M. DAILY, DEC. 31, 1906
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and Wedderburns hoped that the unsustaining and empty
concessions Mr. Morley is dangling before the eyes of the
moderate leaders might bring back the Congress entirely
into its old paths and the new spirit be killed by the show
of kindness. It feared that the National Assembly might
see through the deception and publicly demand that there
should be either substantial concessions or none at all. In
India itself the moderates feared that the forward party
in Bengal might force through the Congress strong resolu-
tions on Boycott and other alarming matters or else avenge
their failure by wrecking the Congress itself but they hoped
that by an imposing show of ex-presidents on the platform,
by the reverence due to the age and services of Mr. Dadabhai
Naoroji, by the dominant personality of the lion of the
Bombay Corporation, by the strong contingents from
Bombay city, Guzarat and other provinces still unswept by
new brooms, by the use of tactics and straining in their
favour all the advantages of an indefinite and nebulous
constitution,' they would quell the extremists, prevent the
bringing forward of the boycott and keep absolute control
of the Congress. The forward party hoped to leave the
impress of the new thought and life on the Congress of
1906 to get entire self-government recognised as the ideal
of the Congress and swadeshi and boycott as the means
and to obtain a public recognition of the new ideas in the
presidential address, but they feared that the realization of
such considerable results would be too much to hope for in
a single year and a fierce and prolonged struggle would be
needed to overcome the combined forces of conservatism,
timidity,, self-distrust and self-interest, which have amalga-
mated into the loyalist moderate party. Such was the state
of mind of the conflicting parties when the Calcutta Congress
was opened on the 26th. .
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To-day on the 30th we can look back and count our
gains and losses. The hopes of Anglo-India have been
utterly falsified and the Anglo-Indian journals cannot conceal
their rage and disappointment. The loudest in fury is our
dear old perfervid Englishman which cries out in hollow
tones of menace that if the Congress tolerates Boycott, the
Congress itself will not be tolerated. The hopes and fears
of Liberal England have been only partially fulfilled and
partially falsified; the Congress has definitely demanded
Colonial self-government and ;t has accepted the offered
concessions of Mr. Morley only as steps towards that

irreducible demand; the new spirit, instead of being kilied
by kidness, has declar

tion to live. The fea
no strongly worded

has the Congress be
of contending partie
been falsified, nothj

ed in no uncertain voice its determina~
rs of the moderates have been falsified ;
resolutions have heen passed: mneither
en wrecked by the rapid development
S in our midst, Thejr hopes too have
I Was more remarkable in the present

cognised leaders,
reverence and of royw

this year's Congress,
reverence has been ¢
of the motherland ;
even Mr, Dadabhaj

; Charges of want of
dyism haye heen freely brought against
To the first charge we answer that the
.ransferred from persons to the ideal
it is no longer Pherozsha Mehta or
Naoroji whe can impose silence and
elegates of the nation by their presence
revarencesatid € delegates feel that they owe a deeper
and a higher duty to their country. Henceforth
the leader‘s can only deserve reverence by acting in the spirit
of the chief servants of their country and not in the spirit
pf m_aster_s and dictators, This change is orfe of the most
gendine signs of political Progress which we have observed
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in our midst. The charge of rowdyism merely means t'hats
the Congressoinstead of a dead unanimity and. mechanical
cheers has this time shown lively signs of real mterest_ and
real feeling. It is ridiculous to contend that in a nat19na1
assembly the members should confine themselv:es-to signs
of approval only:and conceal their disapproval; in no public
assembly in the world, having a political nature, is any such
rule obsérved ; and the mother of Parliaments itself is in the
habit of expressing its disapproval with far greater vehem-
ence than was done in this year’s Congress. It was due
ta this growth of deep feeling and of the spirit of the
independence that the spells on which the moderate lfaaders
had depended failed of their power to charm. Thf: lion of
the Bombay Corporation found that a mightier lion than
himself had been aroused in Bengal,—the people.

For ourselves, what have we to reckon as lost or
gained? No strongly worded resolutions have been pre&:.sed
and we are glad that none have been passed, for we believe
in strong action and not in strong WOI‘dS'. B-ut our hopes
have been realized, our contentions reCf)gmsed if not always
precisely in the form we desired or with as much clear!-less
and precision as we ourselves would have used, yet definitely
enough for all practical purposes. \ The Cor‘lgress has
declared self-government on colonial lines to be its demand
from the British Government and this is only a somewhat
meaningless paraphrase of autonomy or Completf: self-
government. The Congress has recognised the legitimacy
of the Boycott movement as practical in Bengal without
limitation or reservation and in such terms that any other
province which feels itself called upon to resort to this
weapon in order to vindicate its rights, need not hesitatt?
to take it up. “The Congress has recognized the Swadeshi
movement in its entirety including the adoption of a system
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-of self-protection by the people; within the scope of its
resolution it has found room for the idea of self-help, the
principle of self-sacrifice and the policy of the gradual
exclusion qf foreign goods. The Congress has recognized
the necessity of national education. The Congress has
rc-,cogmsed.the necessity of a Constitution and adopted one
asa tentative measure for g year, which, crude, meagre and
imperfect as it is, depends only on our own efforts to
dev_elop by degrees into a working constitution worthy of a
national -assembly. All that the forward party has fought
fzr, has in subs_»tance been conceded, except only the practice
ox recommending certain measures which depend on the
Gover{nnent for their realization ; but this was not a reform
on which we laid any stress for this particular session. We
'wl’ere preparz?d to~give the old weakness of the Cor-1gress
fe:ity _ Ofi tlfge to die out if we could get realities

gnized. Only in one particular have we been dis-
;PPOltILtEd lan.d that is the President’s Address. But even
s spee,ch as IT'Inacle amends for the deficiencies of his
. € once more declared self-government,

one ideal and call d moment he termed it, to be our
The work of tha ed upon the young men to achieve it
generation whj }f oer men had heen done in preparing 3

IC. t\:ere determined to have this great ideal
with us. We ac,cepf? K’;’[Oﬂ;qof making the ideal a reality, lies
last injunctions I- Naoroji’s call and to carry out his

will dey, ; :
sl o ote our lives and, if necessary,

‘BANDE MATARAM’ AND INDIAN NATIONALISM 41
BUBEAUCRACY AND NATIONALISM

B.M. WEEKLY ED., SEPT. 29, 1907.

One has only to look through the columns of the
Englishman now-a-days to realise how Anglo-India is being
insensibly led by the invisible hand of Fate in the way of
the world’s other despotisms that are now no more. The

. path along which the bureaucracy is now going is full of

peril, beset with hidden foes who start up all around in
ever widening circles at every step forward. ;Despotism
depends for its existence and continuance on an undeveloped
popular consciousness which is insensitive to the need for
liberty. And so long as this continues, so long as a people
are contented with the pursuit of life's other concerns, be
they religion, wealth, learning or philanthrophy, without
caring for a moment as to who may carry on the work of
the Government, that government will remain either a
monarchy or an aristocracy. The theory of the divine right
of Kings or of the God-given right of the chosen few to
rule over the many is then allowed to go unchallenged, and
even gradually finds itself enshrined in the country’s
religion, literature and philosophy which invariably grow
up at this stage of people’s development in the immediate
vicinity of the seat of political authority. But in the
inevitable course of evolution which is only a materialised
ethical process unfolding itself in its various phases through
the different nations and races of the earth, there must
come a time when a subject people awakens to a supreme
sense of necessity for freedom, for the self-determination
of its political problems and issues, as the only possible
guarantee of its further progress in the world. The causes
that bring this about may be few or many, external or
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fmernal or b(_)tp, but the conviction of “Liberty or Death”
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the battle for liberty with the sight of the dead, with the.
groans of the dying and who cannot imagine a nation fit
for freedom until it has braved relentless persecution and
fought and killed its way to emancipation. Is it then
absolutely unpreventible that India must go through the
traditional blood-path before she is declared absolved of her
sins and fit to enter the common shrine of humanity?
Must she re-enact the Russian tragedy? This is the one
question that presses for an adequate answer now.

We must always remember in this connexion that alien
absolutism in this country depends helplessly on the co-
operation of our own people. Let that co-operation be
withdrawn and bureaucratic absolutism tumbles in like a

house of cards. ‘A very old discovery this, but it is only
now that India seems to be within a measurable distance of
actively grasping its significance. And it is this necessity of
indigenous help and support on the part of the bureaucracy
that renders a bloodless passage to liberty in India perhaps
possible. If every Indian were filled with a passionate
intolerance of arbitrary rule in his country, then absolutism
could be brought to the dust in a day. In any case this
possibility must be thoroughly exploited and exhausted
before the preacher of the ideal of liberty can have reason
to confess its failure. Let him who can speak and him wheo
can write bring this message incessantly to his countrymen.

It is because the bureaucracy has scented danger in
the strenuous preaching of the gospel of liberty, that it
has entered upon its policy of repression and deceptive
reform. . And the results that have followed are rich with
promise. The bureaucracy seems to be alawys in the
wrong; if it lets will alone, the work of the Nationalist
proceeds by leaps and bounds, if it tries to hamper speech
and writing, it brings into birth a responsive energy that
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the extreme rapidity with which the situation has been,

developing day by day will not be squr'ised to find the
line of cleavage apearing definitely within a very shf)rt
time—the.cleavage between the bureaucracy on one side
and the people on the other.

“BANDE MATARAM” PROSECUTION

B.M. WEEKLY ED., SEPT. 29, 1907,

The prosecution of the Bonde Matam'm, the most
important of the numerous Press prosecut}ons recen.tly
instituted by the bureaucracy, commenced with a ﬂourlxsh
of trumpets, eagerly watched by a hopeful A.nglo—Indlan
Press, has ended in the most complete and dismal I%asco
such as no Indian Government has ever had to experience
before in a sedition case. The failure has nolt been the
result of any lukewarmness or ha1f~_he.artedness in thc? con-
duct of the prosecution or any unwﬂllngne.ss to convict on
the part of the trying Magistrate. The .pohce left no stc_}ne
unturned to get a particular man conwcted,'the SFandmg
Counsel did not hesitate to press every POSS.].ble point and
make the most of every stray scrap or faint shad(.m.rlof
evidence against the accused, the Magistrate was a Civilian
Magistrate whose leanings have never been conFealed, the
same who gave two years to the'Yrugantar I.erterf who
sent Bepin Pal before a subservient Benga.h Magistrate
with a plain hint to give him a heavy punishment, who
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~Sentenced Sushil Kumar to fifteen stripes, who brushed
as:d.e the evidence of barristers in favour of Police
testimony; and:every paragraph of whose judgment in the
present case shows that he would readily have dealt out
a2 handsorr}e term of hard labour if the evidence had
e l_mr% the slightest justification for a conviction.
NS Wlnm'ng cards in the game are in the hands of the
bureaucracy n such a trial, They can command the best
legal knowledge in the country, they have a detective and
_secrelt Service system which for political purposes 1S
f:Pt‘LaﬂI){ Supposed o be second only in its elaborateness

€ ussian, they have thejr own servants: sitting on
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lurid and sensational manner in the Comilla case when an
innocent man with difficulty escaped the gallows to which
a political prosecution had condemned him. But ‘in the
Bande Mataram case also there has been a less sensational
though sufficient exposure of the same sinister spirit.
What has been the whole meaning and aim of this prosecu-
tion? Certainly not an honest impartial desire to vindicate
outraged law and check without personal animus or any
purely political aim, a wanton tendency to disturb the
public tranquillity, which would be the only excuse for a
sedition prosecution. It has been an obvious attempt to
crush a particular paper and a particular individual, The
bureaucracy has sought to cripple or silence the Bande
Mataram because it has been preaching with extraordinary

* success a political creed which was dangerous to the

continwance of bureaucratic absolutism and was threatening
to become a centre of strength round which many Nation-
alistic forces might gather. It has sought to single out
and silence a particular individual because it chose to think
that he was, as the Friend of India expresses it, the master
mind behind the policy of the paper. If we are challenged
to justify this assertion, it will be sufficient to point to
the conduct of this case from its very inception. ‘The
Bande Mataram has been for over a year attacking without
fear and without disguise the present system of Government
and advocating a radical and revolutionary change. It
has advocated that change on grounds of historical
experience, the first principles of politics and the necessity
of national self-preservation. It has not minced matters
or sought to conceal revolutionary aspirations under the
veil of moderate professions or ambiguous phraseology.
It has not concealed its opinion that the bureaucracy cannot
be expected to transfer itself, that the people of India and
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Dot the people of England must save India, and that we
cannot hope for any boons but must wrest what we desire
by strong national combination from unwilling hands.
Hl.lndreds of articles have appeared in the paper in this
\];11? t;zd 1;che bureaucrats had only to pick and choose.
ok Cqu.; nsz;;re not attacke.d one of these articles, nor did
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on which action is being taken; they give sanction to ,
prosecute on®an advertisement in the righthand corner of
the paper, and but for the compassionate correction vouch-
safed by an officer of the company the mistake would have
had to be rectified in the course of the trial itself. Sanction
1s given to posecute a nameless Editor and the police at
once proceed to ask for a warrant against Aurobindo Ghose.
It is in evidence that they had nothing better to go on than
hearsay. But they had no hesitation in immediately
pouncing on one particular writer of the Bande Mataram
Wwithout possessing the least scrap of evidence against him.
Obviously they cannot have done this without instructions.
It was popularly believed that Srijut Aurobindo Ghose was
all in all on the Bande Mataram staff, that all the best
articles were written by him, that he gave the tone of the
Paper and that it could not last without him. Why did
the police take a body-warrant against Aurobindo Ghose to
the office and why, having taken it, did they not arrest
him? Obviously they took it because they thought that
they would find plenty of evidence against him in the
search, and they did not execute it because they found that
not a scrap of proof rewarded their efforts. After that
there was a pause till Anukul Mukherjee’s testimony was
secured, and on that flimsy evidence the trial was started.
Had it been honestly intended to deal only with the Editor,
Whoever he might turn out to be, the proceedings against
Aurobindo Ghose would have been given up, but the police
made no secret of the fact that it was this one man who
Was wanted and that no other, whatever the evidence
against him, would be thought worth capture. Even when
the case for the prosecution was complete witho_ut any
evidence fit to raise more than a flimsy presumption the
Sta-nding Counsel would not give up, but in an outrageous
4
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a:ddress in which he rode roughshod over the.higher tradi-
tlons_) of his office, pressed weak points and wrested
ambiguous evidence to get the charge framed. And after
Anu}m} had broken down in Cross-examination and made
:—;dmlssums .fata] to their case, stil] the prosecution struggled
I‘Z:g?st::; dlCt:lf- And with what result? Even a Civilian
e de WIINg to support the prestige of the govern-
more sense of law anq justice than the bureaucracy
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THE NAGPUR AFFAIR & TRUE UNITY

BM., WEEKLY ED, OCT. 27, 1907
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They had a “Nationalist- majority in Executive Committee
and the Moderates were arranging for a fresh meeting of
the Reception Committee to alter this state of things. This
unconstitutional: step led to the subsequent unpleasant
development. It is very difficult. to disentangle the truth
from the apparently exaggerated reports of “Nationalist

Towdyism” of which so much has been heard of late. But

Wwe have a suspicion that it is the wonted game of the
Moderates to have it all their own way and then to try to
discredit the opponents by making them responsible to the
country for the disunion and dissension in the camp. Why
dc they not adopt a straightforward course from the very
beginning? Tt is they who stand in the way of a united
India by denying a fair representation to those who I_mId
advanced political views. They always want the I\{atwn—
alists to compromise their principle by an appeal in the
name of unity, But their selfishness and autocracy,.never
allow them to reflect on the true way of achieving IR
There is a cant phrase which is always on our lips in
Season and out of season, and it is the cry for. unity. We
call it a cant phrase because those who use it, have not
the slightest conception of what they mean, when they use
it, but simply employ it as an effective formu.la to d1.5-
Courage independence in thought and progressiveness in
action. It is not the reality of united thought and action
Which they desire, it is merely the appearance of unity.
“Do not let the Englishmen think we are not entirely
at one on any and every question,”. that is jche bottprg
idea underlying this formula. It is a habit of rnmI
born of the spirit of dependence and weakness. : t
1S a fosterer of falsehood and encourages cowardice

and insincerity. Be your views what they may,

Suppress them, for they will spoil our unity; swallow
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THE NEW FAITH

BM. WEEKLY ED,, DEC, 1, 1907 "

The political struggle in India is entering on a new
Phase; and now that the Nationalists have been given a fore-
taste of its Persecuting ability, the bureaucracy is making an

awkward attempt o Patch up a reconciliation with the
Moderate leaders. The olive

: It work. It is now fondI_Y
believed that Nationalism is crushed and what remains is

The centre of authority has peep shifted during the
recent popular upheava]. The nation has become self-
conscious and kpgy,g its mission, and individuals, however
gifted a.nc‘l influential, wij 10t be allowed to pass off their
OWn opinions for those of

question, and Freedom
on to the bitter end,
have been for them ap ;

€ once begun must be carried

¢ tortures undergone by the people
nitiation in the worship of liberty,
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of their
d if their sufferings have been great, the e?f:ri}; a truth .
a.'n‘ 1 : ually 'so; They h;w&lnm?vﬁ ing has been
ith svery tear s every month of theix suff Will they
i s sy tion for complete redfaﬂilptlf’“'I strength
e preparaWho have no faith in POPu:hre L
now tolerate men or understood the genius off e
and wél 2 h?:’; ?}f;r sorrows and act ‘;5 :11::: have never
;c)?af:; eth::' alien bureaucracy? Thf‘—: eit ;: not strength but
had sufficient insight to perceive thave lacked in the past;
the consciousness of strengt_h L ing forces has evoked
d that the struggle with opposing to talk of a com-
ztl}!:e :;;znal consciousness, it is ::;tlatse from the very
2 ise here ca : removing
MR ot e case, for it s 10t & qli;seuor;ﬂ;cfhinefy of
particular g_rievagces b;tnc;f zﬁt:;z%ng our pigxc:dj;:;:;
governm<.ant ch:ceiraliZation Cctmmxss-mrf;l eaInidst A
a(.:s()lf-n(:;itlg;lt.l help us no longelr- tﬁ: e;eégle have caught_;
: e struggle, ill not be east
g;i:n;gg &Ui:: glfarzzus future and they will

accessible to discouragement. sl el this time “;ltﬁ
Y acy will not hav too eager to fa
¥ feahzella;tzi;‘;l:; lg;ders who areholfiy b::t with a newly-
; i 1 e O, f the
the idol of t itical freedom ©

:;‘:;{1 anéi W:;‘;{:Pto i P?h}?czlf arreligious e

eneh pbe n elevated to the height ages has at least

(':I?lfntry: tatsh teclouded their intellect f}?r :1 to feel that if
Paretiarlrgf cleaared away; and they have est

ake

ought to m E,

only they will, they can and therefof;ér ngations are 11
the?xrlsehfz-s in tileir own country what o med a religious

: assu A
theirs, The political strife ;3;’) T lih ergﬂalf,;
d the question now s India tha
(i?lil::f—tﬁ;eal}ndia ?)f the holy Rishis, st
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bi_rth to a Rama, 5 Krishna and , Buddha, the India of
Sivaji and Guru Gopj

nda—is destined for’ ever to lie
Prostrate at the Proud f

eet of a conqueror, Are e going

It is well to state
€ of the issue, for no nation has been
Those who want liberty must buy it
is poor Statesmanship to try to hide
Struggle by 5 falsehood which, aﬁ?r
: d least of 4 our alien lords. Plain
Speaking By be Unpalatable, anq Persecutions may follow,
but persecutions have neyer yet killed a religious faith and
3 self-conscious Tndj, is too mighty a power to be put down
by a despot"s rod, €rsecutions (o not crush but only
fortify conviction anq p, POWer on earth can exterminate
the seed of liberty whe

. 1t has opce germinated in the blood
of earnegt and sincere men,

Tegenerated by 3 je.
for themselves, and it
the real nature of the
all, deceives nobody ap

; They have no right to
a;sume t.he ITection of 5, enterprise, they are incapable
Of grasping or conceiving in its

credulous wo

3 » and dismayed by the greétﬁess
of the under taking, haye contented themselyes by scoffing
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ir timidity and.
Sl o by their timidi
at an enthysiasm they extinguished by (1o
itation, : erved as
hesﬂa];;znevery error they have cormmt;:e(:h Zﬁ-s :ccumulated
stepping-stone to truth. The ef.feCt Od ew circumstances
errors has been to dispel the illusion and n tramelled by old
baday havc callodifortn ey menl’1 mentllll: great ideal is
in whom er
habits and systems, men i secret of pow
incarnate, who have realized that' :he tizui;acriﬁce and that
x : true virtue
1s faith, who know that ; s
the true policy is to Provefm:es Sd,lf,hse lini of work is to
ure. e
To them belongs the fu . duce to a sys
mix with the masses and to Orgamsft arr:(ii 1-:fnd disseminated.
- . 7 scatte . ke
i aspirations now scatt hey will ma
?ﬁeirdffﬁl a;i thzir trust in the nation ‘“;gnt isyfree.
all compromise impossible till the Indian

————

MORE ABOUT UNITY

B.M. WEEKLY ED,, DEC. 8 1907
. about
d to the charge
E::ltur‘zzed by our conteml_)or:.ary
A le of political thmku}li
the last century- e

rkable for 2

ry predilection for
bly apply 0 the
ad to deal. The

The Bengalee has again T
Unity, ‘The line of argument .ar i
savours strongly of the peculia e
Which underlay all our movemfinﬂ g
©old school of politics was chie yordina
indifference to facts and an e}({itr;ot 2
Vague abstractions which could Tt
<onditions with which our politica



Nineteenth century Indan ]
‘history, but used a readymade an

unity of ever-develop; » that therefore progress is
nothing byt unity, f

reedom s nothing but unity, greatness
is nothing byt unity, €80 unity g not a means but an end,
B0t an important o necessary help to arriving at progress,
freedom ang greatness byt itself a¢ once
and greatness, This is merely Playing with words. 'The
qQuestion is what is this unity which the Bangalee makes so
much of and whicp it asks to Prefer to oyr principles and
1n its name tq join i i

1 action which e believe to be harmful
to the Country? [y our contem

unity, the formation of all t,

country intg ,

nly, as we haye already admitted,
ar : of independence and greatness; but
it is a thing of the f i i

5%
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X ropOSEd by
result be attained? We behfivle r?ézsmitsojjdfrstand t_heir»
tl.1e EoYalisgto tl_)[f f't::::p:]lgei::tu of tl;e national ;;%Zi“;?é
;Ililtl zi“l?;gloost;ibl: ;cheme of two centrf:sf c:ihf’; lthe e
controlling the country at the il dFlr;lsoﬁs shall be fr‘ee!
shall be supreme and yet the st disregard this vital
What the Bengalee asks of us is to ited —in what? In
difference of opinion and aim and b;ﬁ;? tO, be absurd, by
aiming at an object which we bt?l s e
meansb which we believe to be fuhle:t d, so long as we are
Says the Bengalee, in what we f:i;;mi: freedom and gretit-

i 3 ity is progress, - itioning we are by the
::SI:ed ,Siosh;nilfywe are united :in g}):.:;ttl?n;;ie Sl fh'fh:
ity free an A ity, whic
Ei’:r:;ai}ae(;soafrggge;: izythat it confusesdfiglcilriltjhm?nit}’ of
is g necessary condition_ﬂf “}iﬁ:ﬁse hel,p, if thevoplmox;
Opinion and_action Whii’elsrg;tl direction, but cz;taglcl)ﬂ tilzgf
?n(?' i acb;Imn arIet uils not true that uﬂtlt}}!’; ;‘;y be united
indis able. ati )
unity??slsidentical with freedom, f?riznﬂ to a foreign and
in bondage or wunited in 's_ubmlss that unity in following
absolutist rule, Still less is it true to the goal, much less
the wrong road is the true means ve from History that
the goq] itself, We tried to Ppro scrupulous pursuit of
Nations had been made free not by a by faith, energy afnd
e itv in action but by ic sons carrying
T-lnamrmt}.; S f its more energefic o
Courage in a number :tion into a strentous € S ands
i th:edbullk ?ﬁf ::h fh: sake of brevity we gave O
a great ideal. o)

lee,
The Bengaléts
Where we might have given a dozeni] have nothing to

e ns Wi T )
h(‘Wever, e Modera§e Is)fh\i::tlli the facts of history.
do with history or at lea

and
n error,
i of huma
istory. it says in effect, is a record
Ty,
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Involve great waste. So

and b : :
carefully calculated method gf izzgftft;‘gnan ln‘g]enm'll?
wkich wi

bring us f
reedom and
any risk, by a min; greatness without an i
: n a y waste,
and sacrifice, Wémfum expenditure of trouble distlzg:z:;
gan he has left out of éonsideration
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'}:HE GLORY OF GOD IN MAN i

B.M. WEEKLY ED., MARCH 1, 1908

Whoever is still under the influence of intellectual

Pride, is shocked when people depreciate the reason as the
supreme guide. He asks how is it possible for a man of
Culture to depreciate the reason and exalt some extraneous
Z‘ﬂuence like that which people call God? But these
oubters are under the influence of European materialisol
W_hlch tries to confine man to his material portion and deny
1;\1;2 the possibility of a divine origin and a divine destiny-
en Europe left Christianity to the monk and the
ascetic and forgot the teachings of the Galilean, she
exposed herself to a terrible fate which will yet overtake .

her. God in man is the whole revelation and the whole
ly, Hinduism

of religion, Vhat Christianity taught dim
made plain to the intellect in Vedanta. When India
T¢members the teaching she received from Shankaracharya,
amanuja and Madhava, when she realises what Sri
Her very

Ramkrishna came to reveal, then

life is Vedanta.

If anyone thinks that we are merely intellectual beings,
he is not a Hindu. Hinduism leaves the glorification of
intellectuality to those who have never seen God. She 18
Commissioned by Him to speak only of his greatness and
Majesty and she has so spoken for thousands of years:

hen we first received a European education, We allmlved
(J.ursel\’eg to be misled by the light of science. Science i =
light within a limited room, not the sun which illumines
the world. ‘The Apare Vidya is the sum of science but
there is a higher Vidya, a mightier knowledge- When Wi
are under the influence of the lower Lnowledge, we imagine

he will rise.



if our intellect were
Sovereign and omnipotent. But this is an attitude of delusion
and maya, Whoever has on

, there is 4 more unfailing oracle.

e brain to the heart, will hear the

peeotith S is what Srijut Aurobindo Ghose
said in hig Bombay speech,

; ¢ But our contemporary, the
Indian Patriof, phas lamented pjg downfall from the high

€ once occupie, Our contemporary
' kananda which were once
S0 powerful in Madras,

: What does he thinl was the.catse
o7 the great awakening ip Bengal,

Wl-_len Lord Curzop thought o rend Bengal asunder,
?ﬁ deprived her ?f all her o]q Pride and reljance upon her

She had thought to set her wits
POWer; and pe;

T the clumsy brains of the English

;'EatCSmen_- Lord Curzon showed her that Power is too

d};e:; fad 1nvincible to be Outwitted, The brains of Bengal
i

e im and they fajled. No course
remained open to Bengal Wwhich her intellect could suggest.

But when she Was utterly reduced tq despair, the time came
for her-own Power to awake ang set itself against that of
the foreigner, She ﬂung aside the devices of the Greek and
took on herself the Majesty of Roman Strength and valour..

. red the Boycott, she did so without calcula-
» Without reckoning chance
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i i leaders
intellect at work when she declan'ad 1_t? Wa; 1.tti1;;rto g
Who planned it as a means of bringing the Bri
knees 7™,

i It was
Everybody knows that it was mnot so.

: OWnS
Kishoregunj, it was Magura, the obscure wl]l;‘ gej O:tnd ‘Ewhat
Of East Bengal which first declared the -Oy}u‘st.ory will
brain Planned it, what voice first utterecl. it, it was in
never be able to discover. None Al 1t,'but Ilf human
the heart of the nation and God revealed it. uld never
braing had thought over the matter, Boycott wo i
have been declared. Srijut Bepin Chfa piz PaII 1§mt Srijut
POWerful brain at present at work in Bengal, as opposed
Bepin Chandra has himself often related ﬂ}at-htee;l‘:ect refused
to the Boycott in its inception, bec'ause s tt. So withh
1o assent 1o the economic possibility 2 : Boyc'o .and voices
all the mep who were then the recognised br?;niheir hearts
of Benga, Only the nation had Boyff{) 2 ld by its brain.
And the hegpt of Bengal refused to be g en;e triot been the
59 Boyeott was declared. Had the Iﬂduzbd I(;or a plan of
Mouthpiece of Bengal it would have 5 ; ould have been
OPerations, Byt what DAL O O le what Srijut
8iven? So we see from this one grcal et it was God’s
AUrobindo Ghose meant when he said th.att 1 an show us
WOrk and not man’s. If the Iﬂd:h.;% Pamt;) :n guided to
Who Planned the Boycott, or how it has. eiew of things.
Success by human intellect, we will accept his v f the view
¢anwhile, we shall take leave to appé?éei: behind this
“XPressed by Srijut Aurobindo Ghose. tell Him how
OVement and He does not need snyone o that Himself.
to bring it to success. He will see tOd uite useless
hateyer plans we may make, we shall ﬁ{‘l Sq are always
When the time for action comes. Revomhmlla chess with
full of Surprises, and whoever thinks he can play
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3 revolution will soon find how terrible is the grasp tl?f
Gbd and how insignificant the human reason® bef:are e
whirlwind of His breath, That man only is ;lll{eIY o
dominate the chances of a Revolution, who makes no Plla“:
but preserves his heart pure for the will of God to dec al’e
itself. The great rule of life is to have no schemes but On't
unalterable purpose, If the will is fixed on the PUI'POSehl

sets itself to accomplish, then circumstances will suggest the

; ipped
right course; but the schemer finds himself always trippe
up by the unexpected,

THE ASIATIC ROLE

B.M., WEEKLY ED.,, APRIL 12, 1908

¥ obeys the inward comma_‘nd;

is inward and his outward 11£e_a:m

This intlmat?

¥ thought ang his! S8tioRs Bt he® eaietlo

his Perpetual vitality. His outward life, like that of other
nations, is subj

1 n, the Hl'ﬂd
of all immortality,

and comes out re
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: AR ; iiderlihi; ered by India
The elixir of national life .has been S:Zzo; fifeliehet b8
alone. Thiss immortality, this great seuntil\ the world was
treasured up for thousands of ,years.-me for her to impart
fit to receive it.  The time has now cow on the verge of
it to the other nations, who are nf0 Europe have carried
decadence and death. The PCOp]es- 2 the' science of bodily
Material life to its farthest expresslol?s are suffering’ from
EXistence has been perfected, but t *l’-zss o cure.' England
diseases which their science is power. GRS logu_:al
With her practical intelligence, Fran:ce nius, Russia with
brain, Germany with her sp ecu].atw; rge commercial energy
er emotional force, America with ean development, buF
have done what they could for h“n:“ar capacity. S?me-
€ach has reached the limit of her P’ECrlot supply. - Itis at
thing jg wanting which Europe caned e tht?-W‘“kfi
this juncture that Asia has av-"akenf the world’s peace ©
feeded her. Asia is the custodian ladies - which hgtone
mind, the physician of the marise from time to tlﬂ;e
Senerates.  She is commissioxrf:n;gn self-suﬁicienct)gétsetlh;
from her ages of self-com : eason SO
absorption aid rule the world for: ta tf) learn the secrets
World may come and sit at her fee tless spirit of Europe
she alope has to give. -Wh":“ the 'reio the . évolution of "1‘;
has added a new phase of disCiEs] Jated - politics; f§§asef
Science. of . materjal life, has reglzl science,  the spin tnf
Society, remodelled law, rediscovere sed, takes possession OF
Sia, calm, contemplative, selie ag’gt‘-rati()ns, its aberra
Urope’s discovery and corrects its eX

n-.tﬂr-n
ez ioht che alone €2
tiong by the intention, the spiritual light &

ted
: had - exhauste
UPOn the world, WhenGreek and-Rg;:; to take 4P 107
themselves-, the Arab went out fr.o ryllig:ioﬂf'of ithe ol :Z'Zit
Unfinished task,. revivify the CN; es ofAsia to jc.jne i
0d-impart the profounder Sy s RAREMRR

Hol im0 g v Al A
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of knowledge. Asia has always initiated, Furope cOm-
pleted. The strength of Europe is in details, the strength
of Asia in synthesis. When Europe has periected the
details of life or thought, she is unable to harmonize them
into a perfect symphony and she falls into intellectual
heresies, practical extravagances which contradict the facts
of life, the limits of human nature and the ultimate truths
of existence. It is therefore the office of Asia to take upP
the work of human evolution when Europe comes to @
standstill and loses itself in a clash of vain speculations,
barren experiments and helpless struggles to escape from
the consequences of her own mistakes. Such a time 1S
now come in the world’s history.

In former ages India was a sort of hermitage of
thought and peace apart from the world. Separated frot
the rest of humanity by her peculiar geographical confor”
mation, she worked out her own problems and thought (_JUt
the secrets of existence as in a quiet asram from whic
the noise of the world was shut out. Her thoughts flashed
out over Asia and created civilisations, her sons Wer¢ the
bearers of light to the peoples ; philosophies based the™
selves on stray fragments of her infinite wisdom; SCieI?ces
arose from the waste of her intellectual productio™
\t:fhen the barrier was broken and nations began to surge
q}ll'ough the Himalayan gates, the peace of India departe™
= ¢ Passed through centuries of struggle, of ferment
which  the civilisations born of her r:mdorn thought®
:;.turned to her developed and insistent, seeking to imposé

S on the mighty mother of them all. To her theY
were the feminiscences of her old inteIlectu:al 2 xperiments

‘BANDE MATARAM’ AND INDIAN NATIONALISM 67

$0 with Islam, so now she will deal with the great bITOOd
of her zeturning children, with Christianity, with Buddhism,
with European science and materialism, with the resh
Speculations born of the world’s renewed cconta‘ct Wlﬂ.l e
Source of thought in this ancient cradle of religion, SC}EI}EE
and philosophy. The vast amount of new matter whi
she has to absorb, is unprecedented in her h:f;tory, but to
her it is child’s play. Her all-embracing intellect, her
Penetrating intuition, her invincible originality are equaé EO
8reater tasks. The period of passivity when she listened fo
the voices of the outside world is over. No longer will sfhe
be content merely to receive and rCPTUduce_’ N 3 recelv;
and improve, The genius of Japan lies in imitation '?Jn-
imPFOVement, that of India in origination. The contri 1;1
ticns gf outside peoples she can only accept as rotﬁ,’le
Material for her jmmense creative faculty. ,It Wa; dia
Mission of 'England to bring this rough . Sli:red’
but in the arrogance of her material success she pre : ';he
' take upon herself the role of a teaChe{” o tri]ate artly
Indian People partly as an infant to be mstruct’t::[‘ 1; pfarce
35 a serf to be schooled to labour for its 1'01‘(_15- ¢ d it
_is Played out. England’s mission in. India is ?ver an'ven
'8 time for her to recognise the limit of the eizse gslsess
to her. When it was God’s will that she ol pof the
India, the world was amazed at the miraculous 035:13 Oem'us
Conquest and gave all the credit to the ‘.mparal.lele Ef land
and virtyes of the English people, 2 ﬁCt_10n which trgaded
Was not slow to encourage and on W},”Ch o hads in the
Or gver a century. The real truth 1is sugtges:te At of
famoys saying that England conquered India mf saying
absence of mind, which is only another Way Od in her
that she gig not’conquer it at all. Tt i P or how
hands without her realising what was being da



6§ ‘BANDE MATARAM’ AND INDIAN NATIONALISM
;Z:Vﬁzrbimg done. The necessary conditions were created
pE Y Tflslrepath made easy, the instruments given into her
e : - men who worked for her were of compara-
vely small intellectual stature and with few exceptions did
ggt make and could not have made any mark in Europeall
S:lzzggn;;? etr; e ok E(:ial Providence was at work t0
jugation of I z.de,ﬁ clencies of the instruments. The sub-
men whose :axa 18 explicable neither in the ability of the
superior geﬂiuszlfeihﬁgure as.the protagonists nor to the
of the conquered % conquering nation nor in the weakness
of hiStOry In pet(;PIE. It is one of the standing miracles
in Which a Particu(: €r words, it was one of those cases
btterwise: superio ar mission wag assigned to a people n_ot

foustitas or q T to the rest of the world and a speci
ecreed good fortune ‘set: to watch over the

fulfilment of th s
o € mission. H s
angel‘of the Lord who' stood €r mission once OVCT,

She will stay so long a%
12 need her and not a day longer; for
1 strength that she came or is still heré

resurgence of Indi,
l‘le[‘ help’ if She
1f she' opposes.
U G

will 13‘4?63““: it Will accomplish itself wit'
g wnh{?m it if she does not, against it
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» THE WORK BEFORE US .
"o B.M., WEEKLY ED., APRIL 12, 1908

The little that we have done is the first faint shadowing
forth of our future activities, nothing more. If we afe
content with what we have done, even that little will
disappear, the movement will be abortive and the country
fall back into its former condition. It is therefore necessarg
lo give a new impetus to the movement everYWh.ere’ atnh
now that Srijut Bepin Chandra is out of prison, the
necessary will no doubt be done. ‘The first work is ‘t?
Tevive courage in the hearts of the people. .The eﬁect.ﬁt
the recent repression has been not to crush t.he gnovernen,
but tq discourage  its outward activity. -This dlscouratg:;
ment must be removed. We cannot allow the movemeflt'es
be driven inward and become an affair of .secret SOCt:'lrd
and terrorism as it will inevitably become if f-het: l:;iv: a
€XPpression of it is stopped. The next workrlsl Ll
Stronger impetus to the boycott, O e the- ltt{fe fresh
have gained may. become the starting Pomﬁt to;ork to
Victories; the organisation of boycott 18 th.e r;' 1o be
Which we should set our hands. y/Iihe thixd t':;l:i effort

One is to spread National Education. 4 Serld for this
Must be made to take in hand the raising of f_uﬂ 15 Council
branch of national activity, SO that the B nisation
May be in a position both to effect the complete orgatend aid
0% its scientific, technical and other sides :.md ke ringing
to the increasing number of schools which are ;Eing e
UP all over the country. It is also neCesSfif'th;_ this isa
Xisting primary schools: under the .Co.u ag _the founda-
Work of great importance, and until it 's‘.d,o ne,t be secure}
tions of the new educational edifice i L :



70 ;
BANDE MA d
TARAM' AND INDIAN NATIONALISM

sice 1t i1 :
Sonta ittt the netw s' t f the present institutions will :}ot
i ystem, the country must be covergd with
new primary schools on national Tines, S

as the one which is now being projected at Uttarparad—
schools giving a primary literary education along with such
ble the students to earn @

technical instruction as will ena 3
livelihood as small artisans. If this is done the Qubhc
will flock into the national institutions and the old Pl—imar}’
schools will perish.

So much is necessary for the comp]etiOll of the W,O i
for which we have already laid a foundation, put the e
has come when we should start actively on fresh lines:
most important of these is arbitration, which
successfully carried out, form the basis of our fuft
gGVé‘ltnment. FEducation will give us the necessary *
of mind and character for self-government arbitratio? b
provide a practical field in which our capacities
tested. In some parts the work has already beeﬂ] , the
and with remarkable success, but it is necessary L0f ai) o ifs
foundations all over Bengal. The difficulties that if the
way are not so inSuper bi2P0E el

able as they at firs iving the
lawyer class can be provi of T o
arbitration system, their passive OP

ded with a means
position which *

only real obstacle to be dreaded, can ¥ femI‘l wis
existing courts will provide careers for those
earn large fortunes in the legal liné buteEss:
practitioners in the mofussil are those who W i
by the spread of arbitration and some DT oir :
made in our arbitration schemes by wii biect

: sub] e
restricted, may not be entirely destroy€t: A the the?
which demands detailed treatment an it

, Wi ok ;
ith the spirit of self-help, in separati

i
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.Of‘ a future article. At present we wish
its great importance.
WOl’kV\;-.:e:{l WE i:.la.\re laid the ff)t‘mdat.ions of arbitration, our
hy TI}‘;O'C fushed; the positive side of it only has been
Bt ere 1s.an.other side less_ palpable, -bu_t even more
" i ’falnd it 1s the. destructive Or negatw'e side, the
o mindo Fd prepossessions, false beliefs, falsc? ideals fr(?m
A of the people. S-o lo_ng as the least tittle of faith
poPu!atioureaucracy. remains in the lowest class of our
bul‘eaucr;’ the _COHdlth'nS of success are not ccrmplo‘ate. T.he
B philcy 1s 1tse1f. domg much to destro;:' the a:.ncmnt faith
e Ofal_lthropy, integrity arEd l:ugh :.notnrft which was the
G :;15 strength, t'mt this is chiefly m_the educated
e de landec.l aristocracy both_of which, Wh?.tCVET
S tzlilr professu?ns, fear or self-interest may dlcta_.te,
el oroughly alienated. The only work “{hlch remains
Fait, inr:;ﬁ so fa.r as these classes aré conce.rned, is to genf:ra‘Ee
is) ndl e nation ; for so far as moderatism still p_revalls, ‘11;
owing to faith in the bureaucracy but to distrust 11

the nat !
nation, The lower classes have «till to be inoculated
on from the a

To some extent the
been sown; Swadeshi
|f-reliance, this sense
Hindu community,

@

?:ideﬁ‘ce in their own countrymeil
s as been done, the seed has
S seedbed of this spirit of se

parateness and, at least among the

St s
adeshi is deeply rooted in all classes.

Yyet 5 ' ; ]
cantlf: fructify and spring up- The only way 11 which this
e done is to destroy the barriers between the educated

:lasls‘eZ?d the peasantry which English education has creat_ed,
by lovore the old unity of society by mutual service,
)y by selfidentification with the mass ofygouT
thin rymen, The volunteer movement, now 11 2

Y state, has to be developed and perfected so a3 to form

But this seed has-

only to emphasize

lien and ,
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the bridge of Communication between the heart of the people
and the braj

% AﬁDE MAT‘ARAM’ AND INDIAN Il\mTIONJ:@.LISM . 7

. . . ¢ ve them =
to.dispute it with him. He tru_ste;c} his su(l;]:;?;; gi;ain e
Positions of power and responsibility, “i‘; royalty of that
M 10 preserve his conquests and b3_’_ eto stand by his
trust and noble pride in his own a‘ttﬂltfy over a century
innate Strength, was able to hold India Off his house and
until Aurangzebe forgot the Kﬂladkarm? x his descendants
by distrust, tyranny and meanness lost for The present
the splendiq heritage of his forefathers. e at the same
°Mination is a rule of ghopskeepersimtiotas rst possible
time bureaucrats, a combination of th’:].l:r (-)keeper rules
Qualities for imperial Government. The ;t pe The shop-
by deceit, the bureaucrat by the use of‘re :f .the subject
Per by melancholy meanness all‘?“?é- deprives the
Population, the bureaucrat by souless rigi t;ty The shop-
Aministration of life and human sympsshyl.ﬁs wares and
€Per uses his position of authority totphis duty and loses
€ece hig subjects, the bureaucrat for.ge 7 eed. ‘The shop-
s royal charater in. his memanmebgreau'cratagigantic
€ePer becomes pocket Machiavel, the | u,ras varnashankara
Tetail tradey, By this confusion of filta’:i’rst’ and the rulers
* Do in high places and el
afterward go to perdition. This is wha B e
ndia ypqe, the present regime. Theholding his position
Tuled ip Spirit of a mercantile Powas ts, with no .confi-
¥ aid of mercenaries, afraid of its SubJe-C "che mercenaries
dence in e destiny, with no trust even.in hand, with the
© support it, pilling up .gold with Onehead of 1a-fallen
Other hcﬂding a borrowed sword over t}.le the mission with
Beople. . It has sought its strength not in ss of England,
Which God hagq entrusted it, nor in the greatneuered prowess,
er mastery of the ocean, her pride of uncoﬂilnent, but in the
ST just ang Sympathetic principle of go‘;egngland has been

Weaknegg of the people. The strength o
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held as a threat in the background, not as a source of quiet

and unostentatious self-confidence which enable the rulers
to be generous as well as just. The liberal principles of
English rule have been chanted as a sort of magic mantré
to hypnotise the nation into willing subjection, not used
as a living principle of government. What have been the

real sources of bureaucratic strength? An Arms act, a
corrupt and oppressive

military force officered
kept ignorant, out of
abjectly under the thy
provincial prefect.

It contradicts the |
man; it is as unpro

police, an army of spies, a mercenary
by Englishmen, a people emasculated,
the world’s life, poor, intimidated,
mb of the police constable or the
Such a principle of rule cannot endure.
aw of God and offends the reason of
fitable as it is selfish and heartless.

The nation which has Passed through a century of such
a misgovernment must

¢ to destory every centre f’f
itself. A nation politically dis-
ly corrupted, intellectually pau-
physically broken and stunted is the result of 2

strength not subservient tq
organised, a nation moral
perised,

Wwhich even foreign peoples echo in
the tune of admiration apq Praise. But for us the people
who have suffered, the Victims of the miserable misuse which
bureaucrats have made of the noblest opportunity God ever
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and the pangs which had come upon us were those} of
i ; : : last moment, when
aPproaching dissolution. It was at the la B
further delay would have meant death, that a hx_g e 5
earthlj; PAysician administered through a proud viceroy o,
Potent poison of Partition and saved the life of I.ndla- ol
treatment of the disease has been drastic and will contlr‘lue
to be drastic. There are those wro dream of mild remedies,
Whose beautify] souls will not bear to think of t].ne ﬁt'erceness
Ot strife, hatred or agony which a revolution 1rnP113_5; bu;
Strong poisons are the only salvation in despe;:ate chseas:f
ad we fear that without these poisons India m'il not eas i
T ever recoyer from the fatal and consuming disease whic
45 overtaken her. What will support her under the 5tre§lsi-
€ agony she will have to undergo? What strength \d‘-’ld
!'lﬁlp her to shake off the weaknesses which have crowde
1 on her? How will she raise herself from the dust whom
¢ thousang shackles bind down? Only the strength of a
SUerhumgap, ideal, only the gigantic force of a superhuman

L only the vehemence of an effort which transcen.dls :;11
& A man hag done and approaches divinity. Where will she
nd th

at strength, that force, that vehemence? I'n her.‘?elf.

¢ have seen Ramamurti, the modern Bhimasen, lie moti?n-
fess Tesistant, with o superhuman force of will power acting
Ugh the muscles while two carts loaded with men are
drw&“ Over his body. India must undergo an ordea'l of
e endurance far more terrible without relaxing a single
1€ of her frame. We have seen Ramamurti break over
S Chest 5 strong iron chain tightened round his whole body
o4 brealc it by the sheer force of will working through
S bodY- India must work a similar deliverance for herself
bV the Same inner force. It is not by strength of budy
dMamyrtj accomplishes his feats for he is not stron«_ger
Many athletes who could never do what he does daily,

To

that
an
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7 but by faith ang Will.  India has.in herselfoa faith of
Superhuman virtye to accomplish miracles, to deliver out of
irrifragaple bondage to-bring God down upon earth. She
has a secret of Will power which no other nation possesses-
All she needs ¢ Touse in her that faith, that will, is an

1:dea1 which wij] induce her to make the effect. That ideal
18.mow being Preached

ideal, to impart it to the
She ‘hasg evolved a religion

reali : nce which can alone enable her to
the ;::e:l: ;fd:}le:;ly : No €sser ideq] Wwill help her through
be called t, face.enji;le ordeal which she will in a few years

A ope Jess ure will her from
the de y P will save
moralisatioy, Which follows revoluntionary strife, the

Browth of  page: - : :
Passions, , Violent selfishnesses, sanguinary

hatred insufferabla 1:
5 e licenge the dj i ies, the
Tesurgence of the tiger in ,m ot e

an which 5 t revolution is
apt t B : great rev:
ji el toster: Srijut Bepin Chandry speaks under an

A
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spiration which he himself is unable to resist. The P}Jblxc;
Wish to hear him on Swaraj, Swadeshi, Boycott, Nationa

ducation—the olq subjects of his unparalleled eloquence,
30d he himself may desire to speak on them, but tht? voice
of a prophet is not his own to speak the thing he will, but
another’s ¢, Speak the thing he must. India needed the
Bospel of Swaraj, Swadeshi, Boycott and National Educz}-
ton to nerye her to her first effort, but now that she is
1aWing nearer o the valley of the shadow of Death she
feeds a sty mightier inspiration, a still more enthusiastic
e an‘CGIlquering faith. ‘The people have not yet under-
Sto.od’ but the Power to understand is in them, and if any
Voice cap awake that Power, it is Bepin Chandra’s.

THE WHEAT AND THE CHAFF
“hE THea g ) [epliloe ¥ HRET

b

B.M., DAILY, APRIL 23, 1908
c;:te Tesult Of_ the Convention meeting.at Allahabad is

, h-e.mzsh?‘“?, and it seemis’ that after' ‘a''brief struggle .Sn'
Ind b0 B ~2S Prevailed. We have done much for reunion,
Méhta ) _rWeF m vain. The personality of ‘Sir'Pherozshah
DVErbOrn . C  VOtes ofiihig Bombay henchmen ‘have
'Be"nga]- the fecple Patriotism and wavering will of the
Dnvent'onqc:lerates and: theig Punjab ' supporters. The

e g, DTOWH in0iES lotowith Minto ‘And Morley
°C the country ¢ the altar of ‘the btireaucracy,
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and as the Bengal leaders haye
from the C i

the country or the bureaucracy.

chosen the Worse Course; they to
refusal,

d

They have chosen, i‘;t

0 have made the gtrbe
s

Ver may happen henceforth, ﬂ1uy II'IUd i

' bureaucrat d1sgu1_5€“ @
the people, enemies

€y have refused to serve the Molh;;
Wwith an undivideq heart —they have Placed the alien i1l
dared to think that sl-}e 4t t
chair at the side of his Se‘;
€M serve the Master they have <:ho‘se
Vages he ‘will o it
enceforth cap, Consent to seek reconcihatl‘)’;
clasp the hang that has golq the country 19
e; a cIeavage has beep made between those
Who will g4 Or thejr country and those who h-ave
they wij have p, share in those e
00 part or |y in the Sreat strugple of the future. It- a
10 further time in secking NS
Who before Surat had Tesolved on a disruption
motived by the

. ar

desire of bureaucratic favour and the fe s

of bureaucratie displeasure. The day of compromise i
Past.  Frank, clear

» and unmistakable let the great ISSuz
€ as between the lovers o
ervitude,—between the men
of the Mother for whole-
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her,—
iven all to
> ho have giv chers
peoted sefvice -and thc’fsz :c!)ntradiction and the Prtia: 5
dvocates o ide the cry
szff\:’}fﬁn g;;med truth. On the one %d: India and the
Indj ¥ ud Freedom’; on the Oth?r 7 t and its intellect
nu::au?:!;acy' Wwhichever appeals to its hear
) -
i oty will choose. let us speak no further, if any
ionalists le t soon,
the Conventionalists repen
of th(e}zrfn lf;we it in them to repent, let ﬂ:::ﬁ be short and
for the hoyr of grace that is given them i
the Punishment swift, Into the secrets 01_ e some of them
Qnnot 1y and it may be that there ; trayal, or whose
; S £l
Mo \I’:iljlr,only ol COHSEntEdlti ﬂiiend:rstand what they
i : 1 to his acts,
n was too sma ined by hi
Wigﬁcéu_al Cha];g man’s fate is deteﬂl?lmiesult- and they
- . - = e 2
Which P(:":jfuce mechanically their n?fgliwarhom they have ca‘slil:
wi L
tune of those w Ider, they
Ii?luitl S‘haLrle ther(?ure thefwozldggshaieh V(E).‘I' them if they
See t;elrfrlc.::-ts ofe their work and rei])mcenowith the 19th of
. era ega between
Can, K tionalism a new . created
Apri] 1582 N;‘llninsharp division that lﬁ ]:;sNatiOnalisrﬂ', the
€ tWo parties will bring the Strengi-dity of its principles
sincerit}’ of its followers, and the ‘;llundergo"- ‘
Bt ne i that any cause Ic religious, semi-prophetic
i inues in a semi- e two masters,
: acll.tlslelcontmtiat.no R ::;10 workers ;
) ares s
angd Gozncanjgt be truly served by 113};11& :re;rk before the
the time for easy service is YL d(:nen of unflinching
Ationalist is of the sternest kind 2?_ ;
Sterflness R b Ca“ﬁ’ i :m ;Jf iron will and lr(z)l:
“The h 0, the martyr, the m defeat cann
cart, the g?;m fighter whose tough 11181';’::’ in action, the
tre out 1o danger relax, the og eaountry is enslaved,
Man wh Cannot sleep or rest while his c

Strain
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_ the priest of Kali who can tear his heart out of his body

and offer it as a ble
the heart of fire an
word is an inspirati

eding sacrifice on the Mother’s altar,
d the tongue of flame whose lghtest
on to self-sacrifice or a spur to action,

-.fofr }tlhese the time is coming; the call will s%on go forth.
e noe l!lllllf;l'oesha1'(! hex:e aIready maturing in the darkness,
NatiOnaliSmn should lightly undertake the profession of
from which'tzs the tests before him are severer than thc?se
hunter, the oflt' I_)]Z-lct:-hu"ter, the title-hunter, the popularity
the tri;nmersp t:lc;?n of mixed motives and crooked Way»
old politics h;v € light speakers and ready swearers, O'f tﬁe

The artic:l(:: Paled and recoiled so early and so easily:

“What the 1 conclude_s with the following words =
_-vlother needs is hard clear steel for her swords

f . :
trumpet ready ueckthiriot, For the battle is near a{ld

for the signal”,

NEW CoNDITIONS

BM., WEEKLY Ep, May 3, 1908
Alore .
three yfarsthizalbof the work done by us during the last
he Preparation ofeen of a purely" preparatory character
All that the olq the Inationai mind was the first necessity”
Way for the ney ool o politics did was to prepare th
o L ekt by giving 4 gl trial to e

.
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delusions that then possessed the people and demonstrating
their complete futility. Since the awakening of the nation
to the fisgirection of its energies a fresh delusion has taken
Possession for a time of the national mind, and this is the
ldea_ that a great revolution can be worked out without the
Sacrifices of which history tells in the case of other nations.
Stf:ere Is a general shrinking from the full danger of the
uggle, a wish to try by how few sacrifices the work can
0: a:,c];:‘mﬂplished and at how cheap a cost the priceless boon
thel €rty can be purchased. This reluctance to enter on
movreal struggle was a necessary and salutary stage .of !:he
of itzment- PCC&Use the nation, after the long pauperisation
Vears ¢nergies and enervation of its character by a hundred
Uneqy (l)f dependence and. mendicancy, would have been
re,:}lla to the sacrifices the real struggle demands. A
o iniltage 1s at hand in which this reluctance can no long.'er
rovid ulged. A nation cannot afford to haggle with
he D; nce or to buy liberty in the cheapest market from
'SPenser of human fate. The sooner the struggle now
‘nces, the sooner the fate of India is fought out

In i:en the forces of progress and reaction, the better for
strengt;nd fm: the world. Delay will only waste our
7 nand give opportunities to the_ enemy. A band of
See's (;Eded who can give up e.verythmg for theu‘. count.ry,
Of the m: thought and occupation shall be the stimulation
or Oppoﬂu‘:m(‘-nt by whatever means the moment suggests
thep i lt}I allows. If such a band can be got together,
Preparaﬁbnwgl real Wwork as distinct f::om the work of
“Annot e 4, € possible; for. the salvation of a country
Our Superﬂue work of our leisure moments, the prodt'lct (.Jf
Which ECOE“S energy or the result of a selfish life in
Servants of Intf-y comes in only for the leavings. Devoted
ndia are needed who will ask for no reward,
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: ce
- N0 ease, no superfluities, but only their bare mall;teﬁ; B
and roof over their heads to enabje them to work ‘Odition
This attitude of utter self-abandonment is the first. con i
of success, Sannyas, utter and inexorable, tya'g, unresest e
and pitiless, Mumukshut'wa, burning and insatiable, I::]lumical
the stamp of the true servant of India. Aca glems:
knowledge, power of debate, laborious study of pro T
the habit of ease ang luxury at home and slow and tentadf_
work abroad, the attitdue of Patience and leisurely s

= iration
immense in their aSPIrat}lﬁc};
A sacrifice of W

far-off shadow, has to

N of
be instituted and the victims
that sacrifice

our
are ourselves, oy lives, our hOPeslgat s
» all that is pergopa and not of God, all t
T OWn seryj e
the country. The Sreatest must fall as victims before

-4 for
God of the sacrifice is satisfied. Whoever is afraid fo
himself, afraid for his

kin, afraid for
liberty, had bette
any time the caq) may com
upon the altar, If n

or
self-interest, glory, ease i
€ from the sacrifice, fo;ese
€ to him to lay down all t

: se
¢ then refuses, his fate will be Worle
than that of the fugitive Who prefers safety to the struggl®

for he will be & recusant doomeq to suffer without rewar
and fall withoy glory,

The times are thicken
great darkness, v,

I stand asiq

ing already with the shadow of 5

€ destruction of the Congress, beg'“r
at Surat and accomplished ¢ Allahabad, is the prelude'fo
the outburst of € storm that hag long been brewmgt-
Great issues were nvolved in that historic struggle at Sura
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Only posterity
0z which none of the actors were lawzilllie‘date th); commen-
looking back with awe on the Sequel i thquake from that
cement of the real world-shaking eare ?;f the soil. The
siight ruffling of the untroubled surfacearth to the surface
forces that sent that slight quiver of the ntemporary politics
are hidden as yet from the eye of co-thin a brief period
or only dimly guessed by a few, but wi the amazement of
they will have declared themselves t01 playing a clever
those who thought that they were Ofnaypuppet show. Tl}e
tactical game with the lifeless ﬁgu.res < der the surface will
8rim forces that have been moving urlha’ctering of the key-
20w find the field open to them by rbe efforts of the two
Stone of the old political edifice. ew bodies of a party
Parties to replace the Congress bj; nthe Moderate Conven-
character are not likely to prosper, -Or'nherEnt want of vita-
tion will fade into nothingness bY 1 ¥ nalists, whatever 1ts
lity, while the Congress of the Natl;(;t a new and incalcu-
estiny, will not be the old Congress and perhaps its play-
lable force, the product of a rWO]utlo(rllon,g'ress announces Fhe
thing, pe disappearance of the old ovement, the beginning
nd of the Preparatory stage of the rg ck will produce chaofs-
of a dlash of forces whose first full sho ful evolution of self-

¢ fair hopes of an orderly and Peacef the new movemené
gOVernment, which the first energies ci{e\folution, bare an
had fostered, are gone for ever. wing down the centres
Brim, i Preparing her battle-field, mo

ilding
and bui

. ¥ COSImOS

of order which were evolving a nev

: ew
d a mighty 1
“P the materials of a gigantic downfall an

o orill
s od’s wil
. 1S€, but G
Creation We could have wished it otherw

€ done,



&

‘BANDE MATARAM’ AND INDIAN NATIONALISM
IDEALS FACE TO FACE

BM., WEEKLY ED., MAY 3, 1908 .

A new ordeal always brings with it a new awakenin_g-
The ordeal of Partition brought with it a great industrial
awakening with politics as its undercurrent, a sort of
economico-political self-realisation,. ~ All that such an
awakening could do for the political future of the country
has now been done, The ordeal of the Risley CirCUI.a'r
brought with it a great educational awakening with P‘:’li_tlcS
as its impulse, a sort of politico-educational self—realisatfon'
The ordeal of the Congress split will also bring with l,t %
fresh awakening. This time the awakening will be P011t1'cal
with a religious undercurrent. It is time that the natio®
rose above Swadeshi to Swaraj. It is time that it left ik
Path of self-realisation through disguises and side-issues
and flung itself frankly and wholly into the attempt tO Wi

Swaraj. ‘The Surat split took place over the side-issue Os
the President’s clection, but the Convention’s attitude 12
brushed the

d away all side-issues and brought to the front
Question of Swaraj.

Party'depends on the
real point at issue an
then the Convention

: ist
The future success of the National

boldness with which it takes uP the
d affirms its beliefs. If it hec%g?:;
St Ao W0 ave 3 sort! of sanction fc')clirell)’
1R ; Wl_“ give 1t a moral force otherwise cilt a5
Lt o SO ISHACHOR, T unqualified Swarad] =<
a charm for the national mind which is irresistible if 11:'tls
national way by minds im;’ u{:\(fies‘::rn
IeE Tee from th taint o :
Ill':l?zftnahfsm. Swaraj ag a oo I o? Egifiiispean Al P.Olincot
awakz ;)r -thc sake of political self-assertion, Will -nnt
i ndia. Swaraj as the fulfilment of the ancic
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life of India under modern conditions, the ICH of the
Satyayuga of national greatness, the resumption by her of
her great role of teacher and guide, Self‘libera'fmn. of t}.le
Deople for the final fulfilment of the Vedantic o 12
Politics, this is the true Swaraj for India. Of all the prou
Nations of the West there is an end determined. When
their limited special work for mankind is done '[hfay g i
decay and disappear.  But the function of Inc‘ha 18 tg
Supply the world with a perennial . source Of‘" beht and
fenovation, Whenever the first play of energy 1 eXhaUSted
and earth grows. old and weary, full of materialism, racke
With problems she cannot solve, the function .Of Indm- i
10 restore the youth of mankind and assure it o.f immortality.
She sends forth a light from her bosom which .ﬂoo_ds ie
€arth and the heavens, and mankind bathes in 1t111 e
George in the well of life and recovers Stffmgﬂ? IOI::'
and vitality for its long pilgrimage. Such a time 1S I’?[?he
3 hand. The world needs India and needs.hef i of
Work she has to do now is to organize life dnjthe _tlel‘mS r-
edanta, and that is a work she cannot flo W?n'le' otggn
shadoweq by a foreign power and a foreign Civl 15? hel:
he cannot ‘do it without taking the management lfzf nd
OWn life into her own hands. She must live he.r own life 2
10t the life of 3 part or subordinate in 5 foreign Empire a-
All political jdeals must have relation to fhf: tefmﬁezlia
ent and pagt history of the race. Thff RERYS Old p-;md
IS Separate from that of any other race in the world, i
Perhapg there is no race in the world whose temperarl of’
Culture and ideals are so foreign to Lo z.ls ﬂﬁse lo-
the Practical, hard-headed, Pharisaic, shopkee_i)lnih ‘;gefy
8Xon. The culture of the Anglo-Saxon 1 eAnglo-
“0tipodes of Indian culture. The temper of ﬂ;—;is ideals
AXon is the very reverse of the Indian temper:
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» earthy. His institutions are Wlthl?;:;
Warmth, sympathy, human feeling, rigid and acFurate o
his machinery, meant for immediate and practical “g"’(‘i 4
The reading of democracy which he has adopted anther
trying to introduce first in the colonies because the mo
» centred on material ajms and void Oﬁ
generous idealism, [p such a civilisation, as part of 51:;1
an Empire, India cap have 1o future. If she is ottt Oy
herself on the Anglo-Saxon type she must first kill ev?fi’e
thing in her which i her own. If she is to be a QTOVlrftS
of the British Empire, part of its life, sharing dler
institutions, governed by its policy, the fate of Greece U“the
Roman dominjon Will surely pe hers. She may share

(g % : h
Privileges and obligations of British citizenship,—thoug
the proud Briton

s ies
who excludes the Indian from his COIOI]laan
and treats him ag 5 lower Creature, will perish rather t
concede such

jan
0 equality bup she’ will lose her Indlast
bil‘thl‘ighi’. She will have to pass a ponge over her pa
and obliterate it from her Iif

€, even if she preserves th;
€mpty records of it in her schools. The degradation of
S T individuality, her past af
her independent future, to 416 position of a subordinat®
satellite in 5 foreign SYstem, is the ideal of the Convention:
It is sheer Political atheism, the nNegation of all that we wer®

are and hope to be,
self, the re

Is it doubt

: at
: ore acceptable to the nation, th
Which calls op it to myq,

rder itg instincts, sacrifice its fuj‘ure
and deny its pagy for the advantage of an ingloriots
or that whicy, asks it to fylf] itself by the strenuots
ion of af] that is nopje and puissant in the blood it
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r nation can
draws from such an heroic ancestrx as no othe
Roast? i et e ideal, if
B 1iI?he ideal creates the means of a_ttaml?gﬂ;h o L
it is itself true and rooted in the. de:stllny CIJ el T
that can be said for the Convention’s 1de§1h g G
the professor of the ideal from the wrat ]
racy. Otherwise it is as grotesquely 0_1; 5 e
the Strength of the people who profess' 1 AT
ationalist can uphold. It has no exm'tmgﬁort et
enthusiasm which can inspire to heroic e P iy
2 fallen nation to shake off its wealmess,in it
into heroes and selfish men into Sdf_gengorgrealisation "
the cause, and yet the effort it demands S
38 heroic a5 anything which the Natlorfze R s
the people. The pride of g e
Pride of colour are the three invincible arhave e Gonyens
Ctween it ang its ralisation. What forceand L i
e Clesgaspinsthec _’ITE;!‘S enerosity—nothing
Ppeals to British justice and Britis % R i
else, The}' are not serious in their l('ieat O e
holq it but flaunt it as a counterpoise 'Oed into. thinking
idea] S0 that the country may be dec:f:nre okt
fiteen Hidand appolicy sy hazd the Convention
idea] is always a veil for something else, a of liberty which
4 i with some a veil for secret h"Pesh for the absence
& dare not avow and with others a Y @ a few peddling
refon "M except the hope of securing a fev
reforms in (e existing system of admini

it g use there

The future is with the Nationalist 1deallszecsahadow of

1S ng other. But the danger is that the fa g e

i Oeal which §5 siowibeing) pit e i

€ accepted a5 5 convenient instrument 'I?I:e temptation it
48ainst e anger of the bureaucracy.

«
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holds out is one to
" which was the chief
Persecution, to which
said to have succumb

which all new faiths are e}_-:posed, tha;
danger of Christianity in ‘the dayfi (;s
, for a fleeting moment, Mahqme i
ed when harrassed by the Koraish, i
temptation of securing a respite from persecution by a f;_ 4
profession which, masking itself ag a harmless piece of ;Ee
lomacy, will really pe , fatal stab at the very heart of -
new religion. This temptation must he religiously eschewe

R o o
and the true jssye boldly proclaimed if Nationalism is
fulfil its divinely-appointed mission,

THE BED-ROCK OF [npysp NATIONALISM—I
B, WEEKLYy ED, JUNE 14, 1908

The strength
Supreme idealism,

though it Openly gt

of the new
It is not
Tives for

- Atis not 4 me
has boldly declareq itself fq

t is an intensely Spiritual

movement in India lies in ltts
4 mere economic movemen f,
the economic resurrection Oit
e political movement, though 1
I absolute political independence:

, really the emancipat:orz
the Indian manhood e
_ _ ’ 0s¢ who logok upon it as a mer
Industrial Movement Jay naturally the greatest stress upon
the Organisation of Capital or Co-operative labour or th€
OPening of new industries and the revival, under moder?
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folo) d . f the 1)I|I a”d

re the success
decadent industries of the PCOPI?' Th?yc?—zz;led production
§ 1 movemeat by he q:jljag:ctc}:resziuinenterprises. bWith
or the number of new an LeEos v many banks,
them the question is how many mllliji\*}em:rrain—gola‘g ha‘ie
how many stores, how many co-op el:-a oo bThis is, to their
been opened, and how are these working ctical, test of the
mind, the true and, what they call PFat 'fhe economic
Strfmgth and success of the moven-let;ldoubtedly a very
apect of the new Indian resurgence 18 ous national life,
IMportant N gt Vlggrstiny as embodied
Whatever may be its ultimate ideal and eile d by the course
In its peculiar race-consciousness or r‘;‘;’e without a sound
of its historic evolution,—is impossi T s ditio_n
€Conomic basis and structure. AS thf lffe and destiny is
for the fullest realisation of indlwd'uation so the primary
2 healthy and strong physical Cm?sumf national life 2t
condition for the fullest realisatéggngmic arrangemerlltl'lfié
Sstiny, j sound and strong eco e national Ii
the bo};lY ;o?itic. In the reconstruction orfect:nStruction can
I Indjy the importance of econofmcfully recognising the
Never be really over-rated. But while in the country as a
Value of the new economic movements lhighest destiny as
Meang towards the realisation of ourthe highest place in
a Nation, we refuse to assign to these s means to an end,
o Programme. They are valuaﬂ'ale ztlhe end itself. Our
proge2d never be confused Withﬂ-l immense resources
Protestg against the exploitatiOP of fcte qaaad support.ed
oo the country by foreign capital ot duieto) amyhssire
Y 2 foreign political authority are no ding to an increase
OF mere increase of national weal.th ]eaOther nations have
m the comforts and luxuries of life. alone sought it,
Sought wealty for its own sake; India
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. wWhe :

bi I}D}:_e;tfesa;:’as free and. natural, for not its own sake
enter into the alneq g w‘hat i FaHEd the Self. For us to
humanity with a Ost universal industrial conflict of riodern
the world’s richesvmw to secure to ourselves as much of
folly. Tt woulq as We can, would be an act of suicidal
of our Iegitimatepramcauy amount to an open abdication
universal humapit and GO‘_i‘aPPOinted place in the life of
message of the ey- I_t 18 from us, we claim, that the
We are called 4 (;Onomm salvation of the world must g0
upon a highly spirl‘lt % reconstruct our own economic life
its wants ang A rI; Iritual basis, subordinating the body and
t0 S0 arrange tljﬂyrnem.S to the needs of the Spirit, and
between individuale i ations between labour and capitals
shall have the ful wealth and social justice, that each man

= ullest measyre of both leisure and oppor~

61'.IV11 qf. 'the existing socio-economic
alled civilisation consists mainly in the
masses wealth in the hands of a few

arrangements in so-c
'fact that while it a

€a 5
ves them neither leisure nor energy
The economic resurrection of

: be sitting almost
- Our protests against
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have, thus,~a national as well as a universal aspect. In
its national aspect it means the demand of the Indian
nation for.that sufficiency of food, shelter, raiment, and the
other necessaries and even those comforts of life that are
essential to the due development of manhood in the people.
In its universal aspect, it means a promise for such a
reconstruction of economic life in India upon a supremely
spiritual basis as will offer a valuable object lesson to the
sociologists and statesmen of the world, such as will enable
them to realise the ideal of that Kingdom of God-on earth,
{kat New Jerusalem, after which Europe and Christendom
generally have been striving in vain for the last two
thousand years. We do not ignore the. importance of t!}e
economic activities of the present national movement in
India. But we do think that .these movements }'1a\'fe not
as yet fallen into lines. There is a good deal of imitation
here of European methods, and a gen.eral neglect of the

uliarities of Indian life and Indian h}story. It seems to
pec feebly realised as yet that, as in other matters so
!)e e dem the reconstruction of her economic life also,
g t follow the especial genius of her people, keep
it I;mi her own especial lines of evolution, and, above
generaly (')ded by the especial ideal and destiny of her
all, be. gmcivilisation. These defects will have to be
di lctle- and the consciousness that wealth and the com-
remedie d’ conveniences that it brings, are not an end unto
forSies must always be kept, bright and strong in the
the‘.mselves’in when it is engaged in working out the
ngtlonal_ mrobfems before it. To set up the measure of the
econonﬁlcdﬁstrial or commercial activities in the country as
actual I or in any of its provinces, as a test of the strength
a whole: of the national movement, seems to us to be

jtalit
and Zilzly{’*’rong' We refuse to accept the validity of this
en

CompOS

ess!
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test. It seeks to measure what
movement b

The true te

: is essentially. a spiritual
};thfe mean standards of material computation.
Lt ecom;nig en?tlon:ahsm Is not the strength, or®extent
vitality of its TUEIPrises; nor even is it the vigour and
measured by 1:hespte o POhtl.ml activities. It must be
iy s re_ngt.h of its hold on the ideal, and its
we are so O attam it at any cost. It is therefore that

Persistent in our discussion of the jdeal, It i

ment. It is the life .
of th e :
through OUur economic o = _Spmt that we are seeking

Ll

The Lord is ;
my rock and m f
4 émili my deliverer- Yy lortress,
Y Go ] my stron : - 2
Will T trust; s R
My shield, and the

: Wi]slalvation, my high tower,
A call upon the Lord, who is
orthy to he Praised ;

shall T
€ saved fr :
a om mi
enemies, . ne

horn of my

So

‘BANDE MATARAM’ AND INDIAN NATIONALISAL
THE BED-ROCK OF INDIAN NATIONALISM—II

B.M., WEEKLY ED., JUNE 14, 1998

If, as we pointed out yesterday, the new movemeat in
India is not, essentially, an economic movement, though it
does seek to recomstruct Indian society upon a sound

o3

economic basis, such as will remove the present soul-killing

poverty of the people and secure to each man and woman
all the necessaries of life at the least expenditure of their
physical energy and mental efforts, and thus leave them the
largest amount of leisure and energy for the cultivation of
what is known as the higher life, and, thereby, enable them
to realise their highest manhood ;—neither is it an essentially
political movement, though it has rightly taken up the cause
of political freedom as a necessary precondition of the
realisation of -its ultimate end and purpose. It is, as we
have repeatedly declared in these columns, an \.essentialiy
spiritual movement having for its object the attainment of
the lofty and transcendent spiritual ideals of the peop_le..
The ground work of what may well be called the composite
culture of India is undoubtedly Hindu. Though the present
Indian nationality is composed of many Taces, :511"1(1 .the
present Indian culture of more than one Wf)ﬂd‘ civilisation,
yet it must be admitted that the Hindu form§ 1ts-base and
centre; and while submitting to all the varied influences
and expanding itself perpetually under all these fc;rexgx:
contacts, it has given a distinct mark to thc_;se world e :ine

that have found a habitation in India. Indta?n IslamIIS, ; thz
somewhat different from the genera.! Is_la'mxc .cultufreit: iy
world, and has developed a di§tinct 1'ndna:1dualt1z)’ tl‘:e e 5
which will be bound to contribute, in tlm?Moslem Pl
thought life and spiritual ideals of universa
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and civilisati .
able (t::)wftzzhi?:élf indlan Cl?ristianity, similarly, when it is
the ignorant and rom the incubus of foreign missions and
missionaries, will bUHSp}rl_tual guidance of ha}f-educated
B to dieen o istinct type by itself, which, willjg
ey i F ifncﬁn.d broaden the religious and spiritual
drian schools, a . stendom, and develop, like the Alexan-
Abemna, far hood . Plllosephy, of | Christian, life and
VS thcn.lsimtual In its character and far mor¢
to Latin Christiani ts, than what has hitherto been known
come to stay in Ind)ir. Both Christianity and Islam have
present life and th 3, and form essential elements in her
Christianised at ought. The Hindus will no more be
under the mlepre;ent than they had been Mahomedanised
Christians pe Hilfd -the Moslem.  Neither will Indian
Converted into Hj ;111%6(1’ or the Indian Mohamedans D€
Tepresenting differ;tmsm' The different world religions
2 habitation in Ing; ‘vyorld cu_lture that have already found
of the common nat? Wlll : remain here always, form elements
of the composite onal life, and contribute to the evolution
ctilture, howeyar culture of modern India. The HindY
numerical stren ,hon account of its age and its superiof
this composite Iitd', Will always form the ground work of
note of Hindy cuttl:n C_ulture and civilisation. The dominant
Will, therefore, pe rg; s sense of the spiritual and universal
Indian Nation’alit Erpecuhar feature of this composite
embody the idealy' e new movement which seeks to
therefore, an S and aspirations of thjs i o N

2245 essential] e nationality,

of spirituality that ; Y Spiritual movement. And the tyPé
};S_key—note is thelfé:sssziz?a;co develop, is essentially Hindt:
1vini b unit e
of mat,:: ?; l?zag 1S 1ts highest go);pzlf G;i andl ma&dq;lz,t
e ehestiaiati, 2 ey SV U _
Ven on earth, i , e S to bring the ngd?m
S€ not yet realised by Christial®
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consciousness in Europe or America. It seeks to establish -
a New Jerusalem in this world, in a sense scarcely revealed
as yet to the disciples of Swedenburgh. It aims at realising
an ideal of democracy which proclaims that man is only your
brother, but—yes—your God. The revelation of God in
man is the one eternal ideal that it seeks as much through
its attempts to reconstruct the economic life of the Indian
people, as through all its arduous struggles for the political
emancipation of this subject race. All our political activities
of the past few years have been inspired by this ideal. We
do not desire political freedom for its own sake, but only
and absolutely for the opportunities it offers for the cultiva-
tion of our highest manhood, and through it for the realisa-
tion, in the actualities of our social and civic life, of our

life in God.

The sages of India have declared of old that God and

are essentially one. Taken by itself this world is unreal,

but viewed in God it is intensely real. Taken by himself,

man is a toy of time, a play-thing in t.h‘e hands.; F'f death;

but when viewed in relation to God, he is a spirit, a soul,
free, and self-realised, as the

an atma, eternally Ppure :
Supreme’ Spirit, the Over-Soul, the Paramatman himself.

Made not only in the image, but out of the very substance
of his Maker, man is essentially divine. His ]r‘lumamty is
ephemeral, his divinity is abiding and eternal. His ignorance

is temporary, his illumination is permanent. His,‘sin is
accidental, his purity 1s cons'.uttvxtlopal. He'ls God’s own
.Self manifested within the lumt_a"aons of time and SIIJ-af?
and' conditioned by the nece§51tfes of an earthlyf :;h e-
«Syetaketu, that art thou”, tI:ns is the last worg‘l eobody‘
Vedanta. Nare—man, is the image, the symbol, )

e : 1
the vigraha of Narayana, of the Lord,—this is the ‘:;;:’chi
, ev )

teaching of the o

marn

Vaishnava, Every denominati
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: as, 1

o almost every school of thought, amon.g the -Hmdt;]z,ﬂ? from

one shape or another, proclaimed this anclex}lt‘1 is has beent

almost the very beginning of Hindy history. ;Iin du race-

the one universal feature of Hindu thc-ught- and < 10 realise

consciousness. The ey movement in India See.ks and civi®
this ancient truth i the actual, social, economic,

oyt s
—— Condltlon

life of the people of India, under the complex
of modern life,

ce
. our 1@
T'his ancient spiritual 1del"i‘i;fwhich has
forms the bed-rock of that Indian natlonahl ir €con0

been seeking sych varied expressions throug

mic)
IS.

y T ent yea ic
our social, and oy political activities of re?er ful econo®™
mere economic attempt might be killed by powerfu!
combination, A mer

she
g ily et
e political revolt might bﬁ;fg.y ¥
. i . ic cu .
by superior Physical force or dlplomatlcl s to real
; T . | seek
éssentially spiritual movement, that s

on
alIth
¥ : an
y o mic life,
[/u'rm{,’h 4 reconstruction of econo

illing
killed without kIlt i
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