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-8 Tesel edition published'in Vs 35, reprinted.in 1943 ana'19cy4. Ale LS e e ) & .
G 1 . : () a0 : ] o o oA PREFACE -
5 x ! : _ 13 e TR e IR e
Y Q 0O 3 ) a0 _ A THE object of these few pages,is not:to recount once *
R & | . > M o
; R o o Al : more thechistory ef ¢he Revolution: that can be foi-
e _ ] | lowed in any one of &*hundred tes*-books.o Their
> ® ) object is rathef to lagifthat be possiblz, an explaftation

of it before the English reader & that he may under-
stand bothk whiatsit was and how it proceededy’and also
why certain problems hitherto unfamiliar to English- -
men have risen out of it. ‘ ° -
First, therefore, it is necessary to set down, clearly
without modern accretion, that political theory®whichy;
was a sort of religious creed, supplying' the motive
U2 of the whole business; of the new Civil Code as .

w3 ke

= Aco, Np... A0S 2 o of the massagres; of the panics and capitulatofyas of

E -"""""'"-\--h...;“‘_. : the victories; ef the surcessful transformation of
nllﬁ---.....,,“ ;}j_‘_l'ﬁ ) societf as of the gonspicuous failures in detail whici™

tal N ‘9‘& » (URe bl . still menace the aqhiewaeq}ent of the Revolution.
9.4, (‘--Ll..z,llpé’(‘ A : This grasped, the way in which ‘the main events
) P followed each other, and the reasn of their interlock- & K

ooty B ing-and proceeding as they did must be putforwird—

- " not, I repeat, in the shape of a chronicle, but é«the

shape of a thesis. Thus tke reader must know not only
that the Tailure of the royal family’s flight was followed. ™~
by war, but how,and why it was followed by war. He
; must.not only appreciate theseverity of thé government *
’ T of the gieat Committes, but wihy that Severity was
: present, and of thestondifions 6f war fipon which it
FRINTRD 1y o ) | - réposed. But in so explaining the developmei'lt--‘e-.f the *
REAT BRIy Amg movemeflt it is necessary to select for appreciation as
a1 the chief-figures the characters of the time, since upon®
theit awill and manner depended the fate ‘of the whole.
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;&'rax.me; had tke Queen been French either in
. wwedopin sympathy, had the King been alert, had

¢ any one character retained She old religious motives

£

iy all history wouldchave® been~ch

- '™, company qnust be geéen
bg;qpprehendf;i& o

,i -funlil:ﬁl?der llgtereé-‘cedCin thatscapital event ghould

e et gliei tgh:‘:i 12? 200 rarely has an oppoi—fuﬁity

o IN111 ATh S i i

| pmtﬂéedsafromgtw'g; asgecr,':md this difficulty of

| ceeds rec; Causes: 1:tlic;e first, that historians,

} e o s ) 1z¢e i ’ t 2

i: n"lhtarz side of some pa.sg'?moveui:nl'cm : Cu-mnwlﬂ e

| Zlc‘luljtirY sspect, and e » are careless of the

= anged, and this human
1f{.ts? action and drama are to
o o a O ’

€ cam al
NE ~0PIgns of whick W is ar
. ut i e actions, ho
T se fici dgp i ey ) 2 ever dec 1ve, are
iZe The moye aIentst I 'words, the reader ruust

are not* commonly
the historiafl, how-

€ second Place,
Importancecof military affairs,

n
:;’e, much alive g, the
O Tarely presepts the

et i : m as N Qs o
- of ci:‘,ﬂill- Mmake stery a sto p%rtf ch’ pe el e
o 0 2 developmep and t e gy oo
. ) -

W, the Reyoryg i
period, Utien, moge ¢y e
history, On 1MPOD, anq explaine:ciln{ Ot}.lero o d )
] been devotey te t3°<20unt has go cons;idy’ 1}.:8 g
he reader il efxplaiﬂing of that el 4

. 3 fi
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he ri:aderewi]l fail to-see
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The’reader is invited ‘to consider the fact 4Rat the
Revolution took place in a country whith had, in the
firs® place, definitely detg?mined during the religious .
struggle of the sixteenth and séventeenth centuries to
remé:ﬁ in eommunion with Rome and had, in the _ .o
second place, amitted a very layge and important body "
of converss to the dogtrines of the Reformation.

The determination of*the,Frenchpeople,ein the
crisis of 1572%1610gt Temain Catholiz under a strong
central Government, was a_capital 'iﬁointrin the future
history ofs France. So wis the presence of @ wealthy,
very large, and highly cultivated body of dissentients” .
in the midst of the nation. The two phenomena:
hardly co-existed elsewhere in Europe. Between,them -
they lent to the political history of France a €eculiag;

* character -which the nineteenth century, even more

“@iiali the Revolytion itself, has emphasiZed; aréd it is |
the opinion of the present writer that it is finBessible
to understand the Revolution unless very high relief
is givers: to the reljgious problem. o =

If a personal peintsmay be noted, the fact that the
writet of these pages is himself a~ Catholic aad in
political sympathy strdngly attached to the political cw
theery of the Revolution, should not be hidderf from 3
the reader, Such personal conditions have perkaps
enablgd himggo treat the enatter.moge‘thoroughly tHan
it might have been treated by one who rejected eithes ===,
Republicanism aipon ‘the one hand, or Catholicism
upon. the other; but he bekeves that no%personal and™
thereforé*ezaggerated note has bezn allowied to intrude
upon his description of f¥hat % a définite piece of
@bjective history lying in the field <of record-=ather*
than in that of opinion. .

Some-~years ago the paramount importance of the?
quérrel between the Church and the Revolution might

-
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a ®
Tue polltxcal theory upon s which “he Refolution,
proceedcd has, esg@cwlly in this C?Juntry, s@ffered
ridicule as local, as ephentaral, &nd as fallacr" ps. It is
universalpit is e‘?crnal and it is true..

It may be briefly stated thus: that a poImcaI com-" o
munity pretendmg to sovereignty, that is, prétending’
to a moral right of defending its existence against all
other communities, deriyes the civil and tPmpors®
:1uthor1t}r of its laws not from its actual rulers, nor even
frdm its magistracy, but from itself. - S ¢

But the community cannot express. zuthotit§~unless
is possesscs corporate initi%itive; that is, unless the mass
of its tomponen® units are able to combine forthe '
purpose of a common expression, are conscious of a
common will; and, have something in common hich
‘makes the whole sovereign indeesl. o @ -

Ft may be that*this, power of corporate uutxatlve
and of earresponding corporate expression €3 Pfur-
biddgn to men. In that¢ase ne sugh’thing as a sover-
eign cé'rnmunity can be-said to exist, In that case

patriotism’, ‘public opinion’, ‘the genius of a people o
are ¢erms without meanirfg. But the Human race in
all time§¥ind in all pltces has dgreed that such terms
have meaning, and the Azoncepnon that a comrnumty
@an 9o live, order and be itself, is a hAuman coneeptior
as cpnsgna,pt to, the nature of man “as is his sense of
right afd wrong; it is mich more intimately a part or
that'nature than are the common accidents determining
I

P
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humanflif HEh FRENCH EfOLUTION k rue porPriear THEORY 3
nilife, sych: oo ; *
nay. none b1 a8 nourishment, generation or repose : % e 40 ; o . L i N ot
Y MOE Intinate a parf of it than ap thi % . # , with what difficulty is it not ‘defined!) theé*general
+  atigches to the body, ~ ‘e Anything which " Givic sense which build§ up a State. o -

_ Thbse ‘word¢ “civil’ and ‘temporal’ must lead the -
S ; ; ehnsi ion; which is, that the last

- aatice, underties the reader to the next hnnsxdc'ra’tlon ;, whi i .

ment of every masltwhoprgjtends "t:) re 'dlu the gy i M authorify of all does [.ot‘:e:*_lde even in the community. _.

Oirt-thasme 3 a businesy i cgatd thie Conduct It must be admitted by all these who have con-

puzensp-Upondlt relies ; sidered their own hdturg and'thdt of their fellow*beings

This theory of,political 12 o
.2 Iimitlessg.degradazg?r: 1::1 : morals, though subject to

e

e i £Very pro :
an;j{:?}?‘({enmmu:non of foé;gm;:?;r:fj;“ tyx;anny b " that.the ultimate authority it any a(‘;i? J%’GJ@ O_r if
o thec"‘ f’c.most n=moured of some get machj i the name of God send unusual in ga.n‘r,nghs}; paphca-
: ‘sacramengt:j an‘?nt of med, and wihooy, ardsn:}:y tion to-day,,then what pbw takes the plac€of it for
'Gr'ganic S nction. of ap hereditary moflgarch he ¥ many (ar®imperfect phrase), ‘the n‘ural sense’. \
¢ afrangemema(:tfer of a native oligarchy, the ek e 3 Thus if there be cast togethe.r- in some abandoned
grisis ths inteo e}fm“fn by miajorities °or ev o ical ] place.a community of 2 few far,mlles. so depraﬁef:l or sy’
éctivity d S0 Eon‘_ﬂcﬁon and theref:) h ity f necessitous that, against the teachings of their own
o salutarf 22 onclusiye power of re;: Fa%Juteose 4 consciences, and well knowing that what fiey agy
Sy %gme:u; 11Sta » will in\'arxablg i ajlrowds ‘as B doing is what we call wrong, yet they will ur.lanignously
esites for hig oo him in the achieve x% - on (})]ne gf ' agree to do it, «hen that agreement .of i?hel_‘xE,, though-«
ax?-;sltimatelg 50,?, ntry, fall bac upon the do v: R certainly no”temporal or civil authorit; can B¢ 'f‘luot.ed
at thDUg_h s lel'e{gn fommunity, H;. will g ?ne ?f against it; is yet unjustifiable. Anothe.r authont}‘r lies
Natiopa] trad'tie éction hag defeaed his ; d codiplain behind. Still m@re evidently would this be true if;"of -
“POI’:,hi;g, sfd; D?fa d true Nationa] sefu?al’ yet’true ¢ *  say, twelve, sevén decjded (knowing the thing to be
Sligarciny againg hh?-. defends the %ction rrflent et ' wropg) that “the wropg thing should be dong, five
S0 Eysan ¢ plan ¢ leaders of the: popy] £ Hative - stood out for the right—and yet the majority possessed
°11§archy' S ation (more o less ef I-HFE{ he does by the seven should be,determined a sufficient ‘author-
S hunal nl:hémgy.naticnal, atpi;mt‘ that the y ity for th wrongful command. 5 o
of which dem, ¢ engineereq EXpressior m?;;e Jruly , But it is®to be noted that this,atiom only applies
€N the Guth <BBUes (ag will xalln . opinion where the authority of-the moral lawy (God, as the
Criticizin 0r°regfm' 3 N oin blgme them) haye author of this ook, with due deference to his readers,
Adhereng ¢ ths TAIPNg an heregi TiNg men, for would prefer to say) is reognized ard Vet flouted. It
BIoupd - at mongrch o 2iary me-=rep h ‘ P 39 £
that their. action : \'\y blime them e those twelve families?do_ sinceiely believe such and
::n' “nal; and, .jp ;On S anti-nationg) thg,lt:"!p'on the ' such argeneral action #0 be right, then not only is
ulti“ car; Cha}lf}nge in I‘:’lzz&mno na I;retefé?r;;mt: ; @theid aléthority when th.ey carry it iﬁfxto lEara.ctu’.ﬁ;)a clwtu
Uthority of Whate:rertempo and ejyi] e : and.a temporal authority; it is an authority absolute

in all *respects; and fufther, if, upon a division or
=4

(0] b 7 ) Ik
¢ (though opihion among them rot perhaps a bare majority,

B

e

.
)
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THE POLIWIEAL THEORY i

prime ‘axiom of political eg‘.]ics eare, ‘when th%i are
‘anzilgsed, found tp repose d}gon a confusidn of thought.

o Infensity and in weight h.¢ OPInion—gdeterminant
E(.:Iar% an action f’; l;-t a.tzq’aswe“!ls in mumbers— 3 Thus @ man will say, “Ijlis doctrine would lead my
K i‘:’;:i};: (:Jf fpin_fqn Bioks :.orxgktesthsm thati determinant ‘; “country bto a?ande:?[-r}} herésyzefahlty% ?Ve!.]‘: d}11at ]céth;.r
’\lfandqbny ?‘Vlkqnd tamporal El €a p.o itfcal author- ok natlo.n,'h u:,e were go (mlfv':ent' to this, 1 g Ol-l e; &l
OVe it there iy 1 ut absolute, Beyond -, weakening°my® country, to which I-owe allegiance.
e “‘Fkﬂm, B o Dpgal® s e ' The doctrine compds him fo no such muddjsment.
th:l’:?:l{: th an c;::gégfgrimndelpn, and'_ius‘t]y 1 The gqmmqn}ity :o.f wtiicﬁ heois a me?snber isefree to,
e l}} t § mere dCeisions o, h'S condemned, the ] make its 'dlSPOSIFIQIﬁ ff)r safetzr, ang-is bougd to
=CVI . s 4 . o )
?sg:}r fon, Oth:}t tll’;: if one f:ommunitytd:i'idzg E / Similarly, men think that this doctrine .in some way o
tho pr%’? oth ¢, Ot be ﬁc‘gff:relgn, in the opppsite g jars with the actual lct,klargy and actual 1mt_13e'.l1ty of .
what 5 = ed, an justly f t. Reasorﬁng men have L men in their cdrporate action. It does nothing gf the
compef qority i ,e lgamst the €onception that ; e ku:1d. This llet}_mrgy, that_ %m})ecxhty, and all 'tlm Pthe;‘!\
ity M G g )a Unan;jm;y :fﬂr €ven (what is more | things that.llmft the application of the doctrme: in no
 Somey ¢TAmay 1, OYIO decision jp, 5 commun- ¥ - way touch its right reason, any more tharothe f:act that _
1 OF that Y be wrong dut may be 3 the speech of all men is imperfect contradias the
uthogpy Athough, ;4 o Mty has no authg ity to © ' principle that man has a moral right to self-expression.
Is its;ow,; tacts gainst 1 a‘:S S a cil ang teh?pcral ] That asdumb mag cannot speak at all, butgnust write,
~Justly, o Nscigy oF ultimate authority which ' : is, sonfa.r from (-:o:atrad:cno_n, a proof of the_ truth that
<3 incafyyp, St a et 1ght. Men® may and do ! speech is the prime expression of man; and in the same
of swoz, - Of doip : OCtring thye , Sominges way a community uttérly withont the power of, ex-
Where do o Action is a £ at‘? 3t i3 a5 o unl;ly 4 pressing its corporate vgill is no contradictions*but a
thinkg h'_%n Uegy thatn ndividyg), Ubsm Paule proof, of.the general rule that such expression, and
Jative 1 ¢ : llsgPIti . st ¢ Communjy actinen o i . the imposingof such decisions are normal to mankifid.
Let g t e,a N a trygp, OVereign there is naggﬂs o { The very oddity of the centrast between the abnormal
.go"el'nme tathen At . ‘ler- £ andethe normal aids us in our decision, and when we
;:; only from‘i}f.oncerz,e theubltable that where sivil i see a,people conquered andinot persuaded, yet making
aténm?nity g'a ent "’Him ity isStpreme ﬁ no attenift at rebelliony or a ptr:gple fr?e”from foreign
T Will wp n Prove ; right i 10 organ within The i oppressign yet bewildered at“the prospect of self-
glileasiOn. Ohee ¢, ;0 Withstand the ot o:“ government, the oddity of the phenomenoneproves:
UBumegy A . Porate il <sHill ,%nd : our rule® = e ! 7
ich . But though all this be true, there stands against the

Tes adVa . . o . e
n | 4 N ° adiction
t ed againgt s stitement of our polltl(?f;l axiom not a°contradic

o

; J )
Oy

“

a
-
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ed.c g .
ledge of ltlltze?r'f:? Jom; atd all men wigp somé krio
o caive & oneib fellows and perpe W,
SIVe, first that the psychal Wi ivee ationce e
differs essentialls ot Y HRIOgY of corparates action

L actiorl..ﬂﬂﬂ_second@_,‘that b propamies),oF individual

fl Pr i O
»the lagk fp' eRortion to the number,
0 th 0

Qfds nee?'ﬁe \ '
435 obs Wasted. Alb men wh
zolgmf: . e CIve are agreed that, in Proporgo:(:
‘ C 'ﬁXpreSsio“ ..an complex; -

: Within 5 o 1y, the difficulty of

&t in Sty
Violent, a0, wﬁlg People ,¢Xplosi0nt§ ol?;?;i?z; w"fl‘lrle

) attemp e Ci in
1t g Y reaj: but
refleccy,, of ;)EI‘;PIG more Ieth;r . tl;)m:t',t W"- may
r wi gic aln some

Permg :
nent machmery of dE ough the medium of a
\ ?rﬂrperhaps .-PUtation whick, less than

+ 4 great :
SYMpathjeg Y. We m, g commumity to
Siser v khzi arj tocracy irlZ?;neon the national
~SIrectly and i blarge ool o
pemﬂn:‘ d ’mperfecﬂ mmmmesl can onjy in-
.°Mselves where the
he Whole '1énterest is
emang; Ommgp, Wﬂtlna y be Passionate,
: We must satisfy

al
St 00se faoq .
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tradiction. It only tells us that pure fight canfiot act
untrammelled mahuﬁlannaﬁaolrs and that 8t acts jn sqme
conditions smoreslaborioudly than in others: it gives .

not a jot of authority to ary alternative thesis.

Sugh is ¢ht genergl thédry of the Revelution to
which the °‘confmand of Jean dacques Rousseau over
thes Erengh tongue gave imperishable expression in
that book whose style and logical corfsexion-smay be.
compared to some ex&ct and strong piece of engigeer-
ing. He entitled it the Coatrat Social, and i@ besame
the formula of tfie Revolutionary Creed. But though
no man, perhaps, has put the prime truth of political °
morals so well, that truth was as old as the world; it
appears in the passionate rhetoric of a hundred legders
and has stood at the head or has been woven ito the}
laws of free States without number. In the English
language the Deglaration of Independence is pérhaps .
its noblest expression. And though this docuilitiit was
posterior to thesgreat worl of Rousseau and (through
the genius of Jeffgrson) was in some partodescended.

1 We need not wiste dny time upon those who'talk about
such and such a’form of government beifig good because ‘it
works” The use of siith I1@nguage copnotes that the usér of
it is fatigued by the effort of thought. For what is “Working’,
i.e. successful action,”in any sphere? The attainment of.-
certain endsqdn that sphere. What are those ends in a ftate?
If material well-being, then there is an end.to talk of patriot-
ism, th® nation, public opinion and the 1@st of it which, as we
all very well know, men always have regarded and always will -
regard as the supreme matters of public interest. If the end
is not material weil-being, but.a sense of poljtical freedom
and ofthe power of the citizen to react upcn the State, then
to say thai™an institutiom ‘works’ lough apparently not
democratic, is simply to say tuat ufiler suck and such con-
ditionsvthxi‘t, institution achieves the ends of democracy most .
nfarly.” In other words, to contrast the godd ‘“working™of an
institution® superficially undemocratic *with democratic
theory'is meaningless. The institution ‘works’ in proportion
as iﬁ satisfies that political sense which perfect democracy

wduld; were it attainable, completely satisfy.
By >

ey
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jurispriidence, no act of justice, no moveriefit of
* humian indignatjon,®no- exaltation of f&llowship, has
any“meaning. The doctrifié of the equality of man.is
cone which, like many ef thé great transcendental
doctrines, mdy be proved ty tlfe results Gonsequent
upon its absente. It is in maa to believe it—and all
lively societies believe it.  ° o D
It is certainly not in mian to proveithe equality of .
men save, as I have,said, by negation ;<ut it dergands
no considerable intellectual\.,facu‘ity"to perceive that,
void of the doctrine ‘of equality, the concéption of
political freedom and of a community’s moral right to ©
self-government disappear. Now to believe that -
doctrine positively, and to believe it ardently, to go on
crusade for that religious ;_%oint, was indeed chazactes=,
istic of the French. It required the peculiar and
inherited religioys temper of the Frencls which had .
for many hundred years seized and defined plaat after
point in the character of man, to grow enamoured of
this definition anéto feel it not in the intelect, but as_

: » it were in their kones, They became soldiers for it,

and that enormous mifarch of theirs, overrunning
Europe, which may nof inaptly be compared to their
adventures in the twelfth century, when they eiigaged

¥ upon the Crusades, was inspired by no one part cf4hé

doctripe of political freedom more, strongly than By
this docttine of equality. P

The scorn which was in those days universally felt
for that pride which associites itself with things not
inherent ® a man, (notsbly and Gmost absurdly with
capricioug differences of. wealth) never ran higher;
and the passionate sense of justice which springu from
this profound and fundamental social dogma of
equality;:as it moved Franse during the Revolution to
frenzy, so also it moved it 1o creation.  °
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In France for nearly-two hundred years befere’the

® Revolution it had fillen info disuse, lut an, active

memory ofseit still remaine:ﬁo; especially a memory af

i‘ts:tralge in criticalﬂgnomeﬁts when 2> consultation of

the whole people was requiréd, and when the gorporate

initiative of’ the®whole people must-be set at work in
orderito save the State. . ° o 2

It i3 no wonder, therefdre, that the iErench;bn the .

eve of the Revolution, @lamoured for a revival of repre-
sentation, or, as the system jvas ¢alled in.the Franch
tongue, ‘the Stdtes-General’. But .as a pérmanent
machine of government no one in Europe had the least
idea hoy the system might serve the ends of dembdcracy.
In England démocracy was not practised nor,was
representation connected with the conceptionef &z
The nation had forgotten democracy as completely as

it had forgotten the religion and the old ideals 5f the .

TEIy

Middle Ages. o
In those ‘partsof Christeadom in which this ancient

Christian institutiep of a parliament had no% narrowed

> to be the mask of an pligarchy or dwindled.to be a

mere provincidi custom, dts use had disappeared. The
ancient function of repfesentation; when it had keen
most lively and vigerous, that is, in the Middlé"Ages,
was occasioaally to initiate a national policy in criticaf’
moments, buts more genesally to-grant taxes. What'a
democratic parliament might do, no one in 1789 could
conceive. N p

There was indeed one great example of democratic
representation in existence: the example of the United
States; but the conditions were wholly different from
tlsose “of Europe. No true central power yet cxisted
there; nd ancient central institution; no Crown nor
any Cusiom of the City.>The numbers over which
Azgerican representative democracy ther held power

o
.

(-]
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- ﬁl - - c hd . p
‘with the illusion in that most real of gamhes which men
- can ever play at—the business of arms: Zhey allowed

the eleationsof ofEcers. Tiky were led to do this by -

. that:common fallacy] moreexcusable én them than in

us, which confounds .the Tndivilual will with the

' corporate. A répresentative (tBey thought) could in

']

i | i i

some ¥ay be the permanent receptacle of his electsrate.
They imagined that corporates initiati%s was always .
sufficiently active, in®no matter what divisions, or
subdivisions, to react at opce up®n the delezatas to
guide him as may be guided a driven animdl, or to
command him as may be commanded a servant. ¥

It was in vain that Rousseau, the great exporfent of
the democratic theory upon which France attempted
to proceed, had warned posterity against the poikis=
results of the representative system: they fell into the
error, and it possesses many of their 'desCendarits to
this day. ) A

Rousseau’s searching mind perceived indeed no
more thin the genqral truth that men who monsent to_ ., o
a representative system.are free only while the.repre-
sentatives are riot sit':c'mgf’ But (as is so often the case
with intuitions of geniusj though he saw not the wlale
of the evil, he had pat his finger upon its certrai’spot,
and from tkat main and just principle which . he =id"
down~—-that urder a merely repre-entative system méh
cannot b really free—flow all those evils which we
now know to attach to this method of government.
What ~ rather clumsy epigrain has called ‘the audacity
of elected persons’ ig paxt of this?ruth. The evident
spectacle of modern parhamentary nations driven
against their will into economic conditions which anpal
them, préteeds again from the same*truth; the con-
spicuous and hedrty contempt into which parliamentary
irstittitions have everywhere fallen agiin proceeds
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froa'sit, and ‘there précge.ds from it that further | , P » LB
darivagive pl'ngue that the répresengatives themselves - * _é,e ‘ 3 g
e lkave now everywhere bec®me more servile than the A - iy ROUBSEAU A
_elcc.torate and that in all paliamegtary countries afew Il:-(‘)s Lol Sppreciietwillt Rofisscin mrcantito|ths
mtrlgl{era 218 qrwor ey Yepositories of power, and revolutiondry fhovement, it i§>ne0ﬂssqry to consider
by their servicmo$ finafice permit the thonéy-dealers to he eﬁecteotl:}; Styleaiion 'me A2 e
govemmys all tq-day.ORoussgau, 2 suy, the chief prophet M. are influenced by the word. Spaken or written, -
£ e R:‘Q’?ﬁrtion, had warged the French of this the fjg]m’ is the organ“‘éf persuasion and, thereforg, of
danger. It s a sapital exampl® of his talent, for the kel moperrinant AT
cxpaq®nteof dcm?craticv:eprpsentz.ltiop had not yet, Now, degraded as that term has become in dur time,
A H;hl's tme, been tried. But much more i that Povwes there is no proper term to express the exact use of =
A his by which he not only stamped and issued the words save the term ‘style’. »
. | goldof democracy as it had ngyer till then been minted. What word$ we use, and in what order we, put
Nogne man mzgkes a people or their Creed, but Rous- them, is the whole matter of style; and a man desisizg,
o Stad®nore than any other, man made vocal the creed to influence his fellow men has therefore not one, but
of a Jeople, and it is advisable or necessary for the two co-related instruments at his disposal-\Hg Cannot _,
= =2der of #ie Revolution to consider at the outset of use one without the other. The weakness ofdiic one
.hls &fing f what nature was Rousseau’s abundant will ruin the other. These two instruments are his
influence upon the men who remodelied the soriety of idea and his stylea RO -
~==Europe between 1789 and 1794. o 7 > However powsrful, native, sympathetic. to his
. Why=did he dominate those five jears, and how was ! hearers’ mood or cogefitly provable by rgferencpe to
it that he dominited them inéreasingly? | new fhings may be"a ran’s idea,che cannot persfiade
3 Ap «Xplanation® of Rousteau’s power merits a his fellow men to it Af he have not words that €expressit.
artictilas qigfeSSiOH, for few who express themselves #  And he will persuade them more and more_ in. r__\:eﬁ
urse Bnglish tongue have cared to understand it, and portion as his words are~well chosen and in the right
in the ?cadenﬁes @revincial ‘men have bzen content to order, stch order being determined by the genius of
« deal -Wlth. thﬁs great writer as though he wer? in some the la’nguage whence they are drawn. = !
o Way inferior to themselves, ° Whether the idea of which Rousseau made himself
B 3 the exponent in his famgus trgct e true Or false, need
S TR o | not further condériius in t}-‘ﬁé‘]’i’?‘d? book. We all know ‘
s 7 : that the difficult attempt to realize Dolitical freedom - -
nE 1 P has attrazted various communities of. men at various
! : P times ard repelled others. -What English .readex('is Eareljtr
o ; ‘ - bzaris that the triump}}_. of Rousseau elepended no
0 iy | £
K = i - c o 15
3 | e y o
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-
| : dnl{t oa the first elergent in persuasion, which i$ vision,
il bu. also upon, the second®of the fwo co-related instru-

I;I_ents%y which a man m inﬂueng';e his_fellgws—to
. wit, st).(le. It was his choicg of Frgnch words and_the
| order in which he arrangads therfl, thate gave li'ipi{‘ his
i enormous ascegdgncy gver the generation*whicﬂ was
| young when he was plde A p
o Lhayeallugad to his Q’imoﬁ‘s tract, the Contrat Social,
and‘here a second point concfgning it ‘may be intro-
‘! ‘. duc% 'I'hig booR vehich gave a text for the Revolution,
!!.;: the ddcuement to which its Polifical theofy gould refer,
M = e was t_>y no means (as foreign observers have sometimes
| ¢ Imagined) the whole body of writing for which Rous-
*  seau was responsible. To imfgine that is to mike the
<ricommon &ror of confusing a man with his

h ®books. ¢

[i Ro!ssea}wrote on many things: Pis character was
IL*‘ ot an galted, nervous and diseased sort. Its excessive
|

sensibility degenerated wjth advanging .jyears into
somethingnot distinguishable from mania. H¢ wrote
upon “education, and the glory ofyhis style carried
conviction both swhere he wms right and where the
shqft experience ofya hundred yetrs has proved him
i FL o ha\o'bgen wholly wrong. He wrote upon love, and
| *%the lessons to be drawn *from his wrifing will be
cendemned by the sape. He yrote upon botany at vast

_length; he wrote a%o upon music—with what success
in either depfrtment I am incdmpetent to determine.

[ e He wrote ypon human #nequality: and though the
L sentences were*beagtiful and the sentiment just, the
| analysis was very ins@fiicRnt and“iie historical con-
[

—

5l cepg;qp bad. Hg wrote upon a project for perpetual
peace, which wgs rubbish, and he wrote mpon the
_..o=am government of Poland an g¢ssay which wis a, perfect

I masterpiece. o . 5
]

L ] =
, <

ROUSSEAU o 17
But when a great writer writes, each of his great
writings has a life of its 6wn, and it wis not _any,of
these @thernwritingﬁ of R@ubseau, on love or botany,
“which were the textof the®evolutions The text of the
Revolution svds his Contrat®Social. o
Now it is ndt too much tdisaythat never in the
history of political theory ha$ apolitical theorv. been

put forward so lucidly, s6 convincingl§isso tersely or _.

s0 accurately as in thi'short and wonderful book. ' The
modern publisher in this country® would besashamed
to print ite not for its views (which,would oow seem
commonplace), nor for its excellence, which would -
ensure it a failure, but for its brevity. Itisas short as -
a gospel, and would cover but a hundred pages of one
of our serious reviews. A modern publisher is:{_—t_.-‘_:f'_s:h
city would not know what price to set upon such a
work, and the modern reader in this countsy would be ..
puzzled to understand how a great thing:coul&:be got
within so narrow a compass. A debate in Parliament
or theolibretto of a long pantomime is-of greater
volume. B\, P
Nevertheless, if it be €losely read the Contrat Social -
will Be discovered %o $ay all that:can be said of-the
moral basis of democracy. Our ignorance *of the
historical basis of the State is presumed in ;he_,;rgsij
opening lines, of it. The:logical priority of the family
to the State is the next statement. “The ridiculous and
shameful argument that strength is the bisis of author-
ity—which has ‘never had-standing save among the
uninstructed or the ssperfigiale-is contemptuously
dismissed in a very simple proo:’ which forms the third
¢hapeer, and that chapter is not a page of a bagk in

i/

length. It is with the fifth chapter that the powerful

argument begins; and the logical precedence of human
essociation to any particular form of government is

[ o]
]
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4
evil; the sanctity of the agregments which bind".so‘!';ety
together and of laws; while as for negafive dogtrizes,
one isy sufficient, agd thad one is the wickedness of
‘intoit;rgn 2 v d °

Reusseaw’s hundred p&g‘?,s re’the d1rect..so.urce of
the theory of *he modern Stite; stheir 11‘1c1d1ty and
unmatched economy® of giictmno their‘ rigi :,fa,qalysls,
their gpigrammatic judgementsand wisd
the reservoirs from Whence modern democracy, has
flowed; wha are now proved b be theeerrots of
democracy are errors against which the Contfat .?'oczal
warned men; the moral apology of democracy 1 the _
mora] apology written by Rousseau; a
point of religioh he struck a more co®
determined note than in the rest, it must be r
bered that in his time no other man understoo
Part religion played in human affairs;
the few who studied religion and observe
conngct itin any way with-the political nat

fused and g less

it oo

d what

d it cGuld not
ure of man,

and of those wheacounted in the intellect af Europe. .

by far the-greate? number thought political Pfﬂblems
better solved f religiofi (which the¥ had_lost) were
treated as negligibfe. ‘They weres wrong—.-ang R.aus-.
seau, in his generalities upon the soul, was msu’;‘ﬁcmnj:f
both were heneath the height of a final theory,of r"..*-':{,
but Roussean came much nearf\r’to-comprchenslfﬁ_‘l,
even in°this point of religion, than d:lg&i any of his
contemporarics.:
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THE CHARACTERS gy L : Men, thus impervious to their environmeat ’are
OF THE REVDLU.TI ON mmmpl:lly so from two eauses; either fraom an intepse
i ¢ KNG 1 ¥ 3 \, B find V!\;ld Rersonal ipitiativg 'which may border upog
}‘%SVIHUght be eXpgctedy h‘q v - e ‘.""" W&ess, or from so:‘ncthi{!g thick and heavy in their
hi has suffereq morJ; € character .of King Louis B :‘0}73?\ dccoutrement whieh® defeids against, external
= ;s;or:zﬁé‘ thnt hag 2 d:shtorn-on at the hands of \:;Ot? the inner personal t:x}z‘pera:nmt. The latter
res; g WV other of ¢ - 1¢ case with Lowi
18 beca € revolutio e ¥ o
0 us nar s
tr:;%ﬁch;{'r Cter of kis ae I;e cdaabined with that perb-f ec‘e‘ Was very slow of thought, and/ ety slow of
! meﬂmg:gu attach c::c r:am office to which were mo:rsmn' His physicaf movements were slow. The
“When fe of actiop, which the h? A Points bf view and 2 a‘l:lf_nent of his eyes was notably slow. Hg kad a yay
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often with a partial sucegss, to reatize hrer convic!id;xs.'
Theré was no characteryin touch with tile Exe;:unyc

" during the first yearsyof thqilzicvolution comparable tq

Ners Sr‘ﬁxity of purpose anll Hefinition,of view.
It Was dua to this Energy nd singleness of aim that
her misunderstanding of the mpaterial with \VT'liCh she

had to dea] was of such fatal importance,

It was she who choge, beforp’the outhe®k of the
Revolution, the succession of those ministers  both
Liberal and Reactionary, whose wise Rlans u;bn
either side predipitated violehce, It wag she who called
and then revoked, and Jater recalled to office the
wealthy and over-estimated Necker; she whos sub-

Revolution, and ever after Ner most
Was she who advised the more parti
5 i . : -
details of resistance after the meeting of the firgt
revolutionasy Parliament; it was she who presided over

(and h8lped to warp) the plans for the flight of the royal
family; it waq sha Yho, a i 1

cularly_irrit8tin

Invasion of*French territory
and she was iy particular the auther of » mous
threat therein contained
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stiffness, its exactitudey its brilliancy or its hardfess:
and she heartily disliked‘all four. o) o ©

. On this &ccount $he préificed on the great familics
“of Herfcourt, and especiallypupon the Women of them,
an effect of*vulgarity. Hadishn sﬁr;rived, and had her
misfortunes not been of so‘tragic an intensity, the
legend she would have left in &rench society would
certaialy have been vne of dif-handéd “carelesness,
self-indulgence, and lack of dignity which have for. the
French of that rank the savout that a loud<¥ice, athad
accent, an insufficient usage in the rulesoof daily
conduct, leave upon what is left of a corresponding
rankin England to-day., £} )

She was, on the other hand, easily*deceived by the
flattery of place-seekers, and the great power which
she wielded in politics just before the Revolution
broke out made Aer, as it were, a sort of butt of the-
politicians. « ’

They haunted her presente, they depended upon her
patronage, and, at the same time, they secretly~idicplad,
her. Her carriage, which was designed to impress
onlookers and did have that effect upon most.foreigners,
seemed to most of the French observers (of a rank
which permitted them fo approach her familiarly)
somewhat theatrical and sometimes. actuallx absurfd.
The earnestness which she displiyedein severalilines
of conduct, and notably in her determined animosity
to certain charagters (as that of La Fayeuijfor in-
stance}; was of an open and violent sort wilich seemed
to them merely hetal and uninteiligent; her luxury,
moreover; was noticed by the refined world of Ver-
sailles” to be hardly ever of her own choosing, kit
nearly always practised in imitation of others.

In connexion with thatetrait of luxury, the reader
must’ appreciate at the outset that it was grievously

B
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ardently returned. Rsr.pbjeg‘t was a S'wc;dish noBE: of
her own age, the very bpposite of the“Frencks in chis
temper, ronantically chith'rous, unpractical in the

“extrente, gentle, hlgensel‘y(q;;_'éserved; ‘his name Count

Axel' de Férsen. The atfafr reniajned pure, but she
loved him with’her whole héa‘;'t, and ivthe last months
of her tragedy this' émotion myst be rggarded as the
chief concern of her Soul. Théy saw ‘edth other but
very rarely, often thféy were separated for years; it
was this, pgrhaps, which fent both gl@nour vand
fidelity to the strange romance. g o

° o

MERABEAU

Mirabeau, the chief of the ‘practical’ men of the
Revolution (as the English language would render the
most salient point in their political attitude).-needs =
very particuler examination. His influence upon the
early, part of the Revolutioh was so considerable, the
effect of his death was so determinant and-&nal, the
speculation as to’ what might have happened had he
survived is so fruitful, so entertaining, and so common,
and the positive effect of his attitude upon the develop-
ment of the Revolution after his death was so wide,
that to misunderstand Mirabeau is in a large measare
to misunderstand the whole moveinent; and Mirabeau
has unfortunately beep ill or superficially understood
by many among now three generations ui lifstorians;
for a camprehension of this character is.not-a matter for
research nor for accumudated Listofic detail, but rather
a task for sympathy.

Mirabeau was essentially an artist, ‘with the po=:irs
and the frailties which we properly associate with that
term: that is, stiong emection appealed to him both
internally and externally. He loved to enjoy it himself,

P
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. g . . 3 o] 2

We.must then always eonsider Mirabéay as an drtor,
though an oratoz endowed with a fineand clsar sin-

 telligence and with fio sma§l ‘measure of reasoned faitl.,

Much else remaips to bgysaid of himn.

He was 4 gentleman; atfﬂg_'t 15, hg both enjoyed and
suffered the cohsequences Which attash to hereditary
wealth and to tht ®atmosphere that surrounds its
expengliture. On th# account, he béing pereonally
insufficiently provide(? with wealth, lge was for ever in
debt, and reggrded the sums 1&eceé§ary to ki station in
life and to his large opportunities as things due to him,
so to speak, from society. We are right when we say
that he took bribes, but yrong if we imagine that those
bribes bound him as they would bint’a man meaner
in character or less lucky ip his birth. He stooped as
gentlemen will to all manner of low intrigues, to abtain
‘the necessary and the wherewith’; that is, money for
his role. Butsthere was a driving power behind him,
bound up with® his whole® character, whilch -m.ade it
impossible for any such sums to control his diction or
to make of such £ man.a mere advocate. He was never
that dirtiest of political’ phenomena, the ‘party man’.
He wotld never havé befn, had he been born a h}mdféd
years later and thrust into the nastiness of modern
parliamentagy_life, ‘a parTiamentary.hand’. D%

Mirabeau kad behind him a cert2in personal history
which we must read in connexion with his tempera-
ment. . 53
He %ad travelled widely, he knew Englishmen and
Germans of the wealthigr classes well. Tne populace
he knew ill eveil in his own country; abroad he knew
it nofat all. He had suffered from his father’s dislile
of him, from the consequence of his own unbridled
passions, also nod a little from mere accidental mis-
fortune. Capable of prolonged and faithful attachment

AT
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ttraditipns in the managzment of tratle which no loager -
corresponded to the ecowomic circumstsiices of his
time, and (this is the pivotal acint) the fossils of an old
religioust creed -which, like fidarly all of his rank, he -
simply took for granted to *Deidead: for Mirabeau was
utterly divorced from the Cataclic Church.

Much has been saidtand will be said in these pages
concerning the religious quarrels which, though men
hardly knew it at the tine, cut right across the revolu-
tionary effort, and was destined-to fdn the lasting liae
of cleavage in French life. There will be repeated
again and again what has already been written, that a
reconciliation between the Catholic Church and the
reconstruction of*democracy was, thoug": men did not
know it, the chief temporal business of the time, @nd
the reader of these pages will be made well acquainted **
in them with the degradation to which religion"had
fallen among the cultivated of that generation. But in
the case of*Mirabeau this absence of religion must be
particularly insisted upon. It would no more have
he Catholic Faith"had a
future than it could occar to (let us say) an English? 5
politicidh of thirty ‘yeass ago that the Irish mlgt;:
become a wealthy community or that an Edglish
Government might withifl his own lifetime find itself
embarrassed fo+ money. I use this ;‘1&:41531 fur the sake.
of strengthening my contention, but it is indeed a weak

parallel. No contemporary parallel in our ¢ ~~pge and
rapidly changing times corresponds to the fixed
certitude which permeated thervhole of t'he‘end of the
eighteenth century that the Catholic Faith was dead.
Mirabeau had perhaps never engaged in his life iz
intimate conversation a single man who took the

. )
Catholicrsacramen’s seriously, or suffered a moment's
anxiety upon the tenets of the creed.
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i f society-=-thoug Jpreserve as
H;afl?mét?tg he was quite eternned t(t)ht; traditional
;)' 3 i)ut (iiminished $iational qrgﬂﬂu on a number
r:;ﬁgrchy of France; hg was Qun;‘flq;; to his eyes:
of details which were present arll hecks, commercial
f voting, constitutiona & b,y cims of
R T hing of
codes and the rest do ¢ i tha watc =
i nacy interésted hi ’ 8 Parliament. )
dlplo{l::gediately under his eye 8L e B layg
mEIn ; in the Parliament tnat }_us v?he: Revolution, 1t
it t Wiiere that he began to guide after his death that
i w;SiS absence,from the Parhamentmmer o
VirlasR olfion most feels insthe sU esent Mirabeau to
e ief sketch does not Pr ted in his
This very brief sketc ly Pfesec‘; ks
. f his ocu 3 ""
: hetorical of . tion<i4
the morg I is relsuta 3
speeches anc} mS it proceeds that htitutional"ﬁ:’ !
It is probable a Il grow- HlS‘ cons titutions, an
s departﬁlent‘;zre upon foreign t'u:‘:mei; were not,
based- ]als ; 'ey"i the English of tt‘? Are NOW nearly
especially uPOmlhis own people an Jish polifics 25 he
fpphesble ﬁo as wrofig upon Enfé but * £ nad art
: W es @
forgotten: he on*the Germsn armi r;’.s’ amad ‘ncreases
g wmnga‘:}é his personality,end.u :
over men 1
with time, z A
@

LA FAYETIE .

d chiefly
f La Fayette has suffere
Thet sharacter 0 ;

raries on

is contempo

fromehis own aloofness towards pua
roma.
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thaone hand,and trom'bisv rigid adherence to principle
upop the other, Both

these causes are clearly con-

rhected. The same quality in hitn whichomade him so
tenacious of peinciple made him contemptuous of the

run of men about Liry, §'u’ndamenta1[y, ae was nearer

the extreme Repl'lblfcans.than any other class, from the

very faFt of his Possessing a clear political creed and a

determinatior, ¢, foll logical consgguence.

LW it out teits
ut th chance of ‘hi comprehending the

e, y :};nbinon. At was an ambition which
0 thirvoid, a9 It were, ang' never :

- . m

1tseif with other mer,l ities e

m. He made

W powerfy]
% upon the whole of
e

43 10 proetyy:
Ver saw i
P8 or c;pmpreher-.—;led the

arig—
for that Matter he Aever

. : .
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tch peasantry liporrdis -
saw or, comprehended ghe Ergnch peas

iery
d unteer solgiery
own lands; because a chance and vol

H

: -popu-
had, ynder the pecullar congfitions Of,;-lzﬁ :La;fFI;eEch!
latec’l 1!l&tl:mtic seaboard in CD{}EJITCUOR ; and argns, got
fleet and witle the aid of Ffeng ;Qon‘;n@us forces of
the better of the small and thaeterog nation like the
George IIL, he believed that a mllxtarY. »* could make
Fren(igh,.in the midst of‘&lowerful énetll)“ea,u < i
something of an amateur civic forcet;ﬂes?deal of margy,
type of ease in social refations was he had seyved in
perhaps of mos't., of those with whc’c{n undane an ideal
America, he confused so simple al'(li tﬂl sacred passion
with ﬂ}e’ fierce crusading plast an vn nation when his
for equality whiclt was stirring t:s o ® ke
g Horunityjfor l;ad?rizpFi?I:tt;a with justicehFhat' Iit
id o : ight thing.

nefrirn:fgoscassilngle occasion ldlf htehieirleggldid politic-

aig with justice that he onscience
“i‘laY also lr)r(;a?q;dt;mgjfor which his f)wnbl: e
P\lvvc?:llz:lr.ljl[ater Jfc:pmach him. It is noticea

: He had been a
: 0 i@ Sarticular odium. : £ all
‘Szzligyh;iixgmnol;epgbéit the Court, the friend o /

: -
ith the revolt
her wonfen friends, aftd s sy? p: :;?i::fore seerted to
i its inceptio Iso une
tionary movement at dts in e was a
e nrgthing Retteritian traaso:ﬁnalf};ich grievousl;ly Y
thing in h& m t doubt,
doubtedly somgthing in : ¢ cannot d
rePelled.I{er ; that it was self-suﬂiclelg_g;: exasposating to
and that it w’as often futife and there Rt T
wom : aevents are sufficient to s 0151;1 tewards La
Aflto(i:;.le’:tte’s violent Pefsonal 2gtagel

. irits
ardent splf}
Fayette was not dmmon,though several

f thqses
it, Thes mass ol thQ
(Dantdn’s, for instance) shared it. Cg;mexion with him
who came across La Fayette ft?lt mntemPt or a certain
a certaihsirritationqor a cergain C(::t_ he inspired no
rathers small and distant respect;

’
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It is this last feature avhich yill particularly’surprise

»

against the- im o A :

L, ;le 2% Governmma r:ttﬂy ;“empte da rebellio the English reader, for it is the singular and’permapent

B Enoone“'ﬂuld dicrif after the fa]] of thn ad*:ratnt_agc of, oligarchic co;mmunities such as the |
Y be a; AAcrifice himg ¢ British that they retain undgr any stress and show

throughout the whole"comsfbnwealth the sense of the
State. To betraysthe State, tg agt Ggainst its interests,
to be impefectly conseious of its existence, are crimes
or weakgesses unknown:to the citizens of &n oligarchy,
and a citizen of this cothtry cannot easily conceive of
them to-day. In democracies and despotisms, on the
other hand, to”forget one’s “duty to the State; to be
almost oblivious of its corporate existence, is a common
weakness. There is here 2 compensation, and by»just
so muchi as despotism afid democracypermit rapid,
effective and all-compelling action on the part of the
State, by just so much as they permit sudden and:*
sometimes miraculous enthusiasms which save or
which confirm a State, by that also do they lack the
quiet and persistent consciousness of the State which
oligarény fosters and determines

. Dumouriez’ excsRence as a general can only be
appreciated by those who, have looked closely into the
constitution of the fercesswhich he was to Command”
and the adversaries with whom he had to deal. It4s the
prime quality of a great commander that his mind
stands ready for-any change in circumstanceg-or in the
material to his hand, and even wher® wé have allowed
for the element of luck which is so considerable in
military -affairs, we must not forget that Dumouriez
caved without disaster the wretched and’ disorganized
bands, inchoate pnd largély mutinous as°to their old
units, svorthless and amateur as to their new, which,

,had to meet, in and behind the Argenne, the model
army of ]B;ussia.

We must not forget that his plan for the invasion of
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: untrits wis 2 ;
wit what‘skilll1 25? W4 @ Jpat and sensible one, nor
» alter the inevitable defeat and re,treat

s Of the gpri
S Prin -
intact. SHcL 1748, he® saved shis command

ave :
made 1t bad dictator. His mere

3 80 i
SUMS paid him by tﬁzr}?de?ble as to make the large
nglish Govérnment seem a

§0od bargain
for wthe op. €ven at our distance of time, and his plans
; is plan

Napoleo fice of Englang
ef?timateg_ 4" 2 proof n;gft?le :nld for the attack on
0. Byt alue® at which he was

Dulno .
SpRtia] i .. T€Z Wag qli
Circumg quite unap
Placed at tp, tances in which }1:; f:;;ct urzlder dl;e
1 ened to be
Teason. A, mire ambition

: hrinn?ment of his ¢

politic; i [ntr

-clans, He 4o Atrigue to irtrigue among the
M as an active and capable

d SD1
Pised th
% as co e
\tosg Mpelled :
\pe hare any of thej 0 df‘—Snlse tham: |
AMment perms €nthugiag ; he was too old
Politiea] Mitted py . % €ven had his tem-
mOtal or rchgiolls m 0
bon attachj J He Certaj
€ anarchy o0 hi
a3

I;,-lntertain any vision,
"R wh‘y never felt the least
at was in his eyes the

Of the | :
n ast ;
randeg withutn ®r Which he Sixx mdiiths of French

Wi 3 .
1th the e {o € title of traif I'Ved’ and if he e
€scapeq iy itle all th, aitor, thep iy
It in gjg *Mthe oy & multitydetf _oust brand
Nd?spaired t, engtl‘y in the Emi Var'lecl nen who
1793. «Frengp, Wh"r‘l'Emaine,,gr.anOn, who left
It . a fO s, in ._'m FranCe, but
faﬂur Perhap 4 the ture oil of

OI’th
Point Worthy ey
out oy :uslg for Duraouriez’

0 was one of
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those, whom the Cogst might have used halh it
2> o
known how to usermen; but the Court ‘had nogsuch

knowledge. @ . ® >

]

® pANEON -

" % . . 9
The character of Danton has ambre widely impressed
the world han that ©f any other revolutionary leader,
because it contained i;}ements permanently human,

independent of the deniocratic theory of the time, and

necessary neither to th support of thit theory norito

the criticism of it.

The character of Danton appea
man which is interested in action, and which ia the
field of letters takes the form of drama. is vigour, his
personal strength of mind and body, the individuality
of his outline, arrest equally the man who loves th
Revolution, and the man who hates it, and the man
who is quite indifferent to its success or failure.

It is on‘this very accountsthat historians, especially
foreign historians, have tended to misinterpret the

. man. Thus Carljle, who has great intuition in the
matter, yet makes hime out .farmer—like—-:which he
certainly was not; Michelet, fascinated by his energy,
presents him as something uncouth; and in general
those who would describe*Danton stand at a distance,

as it were, where his loud voice ap -v:{orciiile gesture:
may best be appreciated; but a méh to be seen truly
must be seen in intimacy.

Dantea-was essentially a compound of #yo powerful
characters in man. He was amative or constructive,
and at the sam? time h& not only possessed but liked
to exCrcise lubidity of thought. The .combination is
among the strongest of all those that go to build up

human) personalities. A
That which was amative and construc

Is to that sense in

tive in him.

E 5
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48 THE F I: F N CH REVH I:UT_I o L that both.in his military, a{1d in:'his quasi-rnilit,guj‘y agtion
- hisevirility if you will, prougit him 1nto close touch | .he was himself endowed in a Singular degree with tHat
witl\rc:llity.;' he knew and loved his own country, for power of in}‘mediate,decisi%n which is charactétistic
einstance, and infinitely pt:fcrrcd its happy SUWWallto | of hi's' nati'ol:x. : gt °
“ the full develoyment of any poljtical theory. .He also His lucidity of thofight po:‘!nlttid him to foresee the
s afellow & en inedetail andas consequences of, many 2 revol@gonary decisidn, and
knew and loved hise¢jlow countrym q of, many ¢
. % hman weak an¢ at the same time ingljned him to a stfong sympathy

i —, ade a Frent ! : 1 : :
he kgew whi & . with the democratic cregd, with the doctrire of equality,

persons; ; enotrys
what made him strong. Th(:r em‘t (jasH;;g:jisliked ' and especially with the remoulding of the national
though he dTd not krfow 1t for vmtll 1 ;he salt and institutions—particulagly his own prpfession of the
in his compatriots. On the other ,mnt 0’ him an law—upon singple lines. Heswas undoubtedly a sincCre
fr®shness of tHt®French jwas matll\ t':r ::\'p ression, ‘ and a convinced revolutionary, and one whose ‘doctrinp
delight@d in i the freedom of‘tllel Sheal of them, | more permeated him than did that of many of his
o of their rhetoric, and the {m]ltar)f s onded: contefnporaries their 1es§@sol1d minds. He was not on
ey 1l of which k¢ immedia ely r P.'as he . - that account necessarily republican. Had some
weresthings to all 0/ W0 e Jaughter, 107 wis B8 ccident called his geniuseinto play eardier in the
He understo® - ational would have Pee?ﬁeir [ development of the struggle, he might well, life
sh8cked, as a man !CSS In'v‘ccs and in €SP for . Mirabeau, with wiom he presents so curious a parallel,
1'1(5'{ pcculiarly nAEDE thilS w,1ic  must ﬂCCO,unhi | have thought dt_ better for_the country fto save the
IE[I)SCS into rﬂgc: It- lj Cmcnt mOSt wamc H':;ofbﬁ Monﬁ‘rchy.
what all impnrtf:{l; Ju c% o the ruelties; h{ls m:)lﬂ -t . ‘fjt mu;:c alwf«.ty‘s1 be re‘rggmzex:d ;}I:_a:vgg t:zs a 1flnan oé'
R - is 1 rence . e ‘ ure and one who had achl early an
TWhICh C; h;’i)rl:,]:éln (;11: military afimrs, at | ;lti:f:cl:or; professigﬁaf; success; he was L-earn%(nguu
interest % f Scptcmb 1 nd rstﬂnd 0 sound income at the moment of his youthful magriage;
of the Iy-lassacrcs'.oh reality made -, ut) the patU!® he read English largely and could speak it. His dress
\ This tO-UCh Vi h only onf’ W‘thoicir rulers fof was not inexpensive, and though somewhat, disorderéd
seme fashion (thouﬁ oolish amia of th Pe‘ri' % (as it often is Wwith men of intense enénzy and constant
of thC.GcrmanSl 1‘Pzngion‘ unacco®L mprelflenfifis' { gesture) it never gave 20 imp;essignﬁof carelessgess Oli
territorid o 5 . ideas, D€ e 4 disarray. ..He hzd many ap indi erent intellectua i
zlzzon or®he § {‘d of ;hf]::: rmies OVerct Clea'rly | interesfé; and was capable, tPerefore,". of” intelligent
su eriotity *1 in 1792 . forelg” ‘ application in several fields. He appreciated the rapid
The .vast f I:;cs of th Frea: rasp of th.dp of tH° growth of phypsical science, and at the same time the
organlscd or n the on¢ Ha _dh';g ne otiatloli' L ,31151 compiexity of the old social conditions—too widely
seized : OB : the other his 2 sto® how¢ f,whiCh different from contemporary truths.
policys pen 8’211'11)’- He alil Bcrllfderganiﬁtiins;f’ u}’t‘}’; To religion he‘was, of Pourse, like all men of that
retreat 4 che rapi S 'bc and 1 e’ ! ;
anare Pro g y;nerl were€ capd=, 1 ﬂrlfke o
his own COUPEYL b Aetet




1! @ tendency latterly to
FXaggerate the Paﬂ+}vhichl":'.—“reen'iasonry played in the
launchizg of him; he¥iag indeed member of a masonic

At matter, a]1 tho men, conspicu-
: “% democratig Utterly reactidna_ry, who
“PPCared upop, the Tevolution..ry stage: probably the
5 -aristocrats Jiy gy, father of Madame
s Lamballe, and the

. TS, and imaginiy, the features
VI time to have 1, s S

1 * eer; Present.q Century ago, to
I,nal;z:tiﬂqfa Rgéy the dcfterminin g element jp hi}s’ career.
TS his Ith and dled-from 0 combined causes :
Sanity ang H'gave ey, _Secondly‘ he obtruded his
Calculateq gy, 40 Sense ing, the ‘heated fury and
Republic. T, :tlhlh of the second year of the
Was ap obstacla. hi that fflf}’ and that calculation he
v the SUpPport of ’th 'S opp OSition tope Terror lost him

terence v s eqthus'asﬁs, but it vyag the inter-
the scldie ¢ an;cmi J[;J §ement Made in the plans of

- O0dempqgi n; ~10t, that determined

U undg, * Healso, |j i u
) i":btt?dl‘y_gnc Case ag g » like Mirabeau,

€ars proceed, and if
FeSt0ttive of e e
.Inore.and More ¢}, typi 111e i ol emper, become
I actiop, 2

SUre of tha Revolution
o i :
& 'CARNOT
& Cal:n9t, the predecess s A
rgamzmg Soldjer s
Owed

. e ear]y 2POison, ang the
He 1. Power ¢, backbone W rﬁVOlutionary wars,
hadnotonlao,‘ 2% g
8ooq solidity of brain, by ap

] .
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aStOlliSllll! [)““’e lt i()f I}OUIS a'”d ]lOUI§ on

il hésical
2 to the excellent p e
is he owed perhaps e family®
etn di-c (;Tf}::;ich he came, the éldest of dﬂ Tervilarg
stoc ; ?
born to a notable 1aw?rer lgoﬁulrgigcgmmissiog\ in the
& s Celnot groddeii E;;i?s‘form at that moment
@
learned arms which were to arté, his successor, was a
the art of°war: for as“?onap I’-Iis prattice of exact
he was a gapper. i ducation
Eﬁn\r:;il Sc;) in application, and the!,llabfzjt;alt }fened %
l:;eh h;gs career demandeds fu-rther Slggreg important
V:on character he had inherited. l;at none PR
Stji:ll ?n his democratic views: he was dW incere. He had
zlde’r officers had been, cmvmced;n es y wealthy or of
¢ come within the influence of the v rg he knew his
?ﬁ)e Yoy boperul dIE TS yo:fngc,:liatrilcal faith brt fn
i s 1 tters 2 . 1 r
nd not only in ma the particula
:)l?;nggleral domain of philosophy, and in the p
ilitary-science. : e revolu-
i Dfamgllta;ysafd of him tHat he mventeci t:iion i
I e:thod of strategical concentr
tionary m

n . .
i Sing mn the‘*ﬁeld. There 1S some tIutll n
p taCthal mas:

ossible
Id not have bP:E'-n | SR
is; the method WDU_ RSE ey
;};ﬁ’ht;urtwt also im%nte%l, in CompaﬂYe:"‘a unﬁiavers A
d supported aftef Danton left power, :
and s 1t
ipHon, inea-$ldiers can, the
system of censcriptio i i s e |
2rstood, as Only e e o
vaﬁzrg?tntﬁb:s, an,d,\he depended ;ﬁztﬁifgefvhiﬁ 2
upon the national femper 'Ehug B Wiho%;-f;: ;t was novel
ictory directly due to his genius, EL i
av;]ctor}’ }llr ﬁmsse d troops mddefn]{] ulfjiold S
St g left of the field, g
A the extreme Sk
afterrgl Ch_gf]ll{g(f{}?ave been of no effect lad :stf;men %
nov;: tyd\’vd that, with his young fellowhco Ry
frr:o e: ‘g‘e he cc:uld depend upon a charg
BEsh pe AL
after’thirty-six hours of vigil.
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ary Lemper in W:rthecl)] ationai but also the revolution
"nstance, of the re - One of the chief~featu f
to be successfy] VOlutlonary armies when o
skirmigk« ol Vas the deve! T tacy Reggy
bod; =218 Who pust »d out eopment of lines of
bodies and were the i 1, g0 oL before the mai
are to [ st i the history’ i

arn the use story of modern war-

SPOF‘.ane .3 Of COVer, Iz _

not by ar?us' It was produced 1-5{;:-15 development was

3t Y general commang 1-]'3 t1n and by eath unit,
; * u

nd usad it ever after,

bﬂity of hi
: = 1s temper i
admitted ¢}, ¥ noble characters of hI:: :olzithf-lg (:1211:?:;

€ Ltoteal infleyg

023 been, 53 ;¢ % ‘oted to g iy
u e e .
man rage, 115> fundamenty] ko a0 1Ceal which
Common to th
2 e
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W, 2 n turned
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patent moral truths he, held, but to the manner in
>which he held them. He did not only” hold fhem
isolated from other truths—i§ is the fault of the fanatic_
so to hold any truth—but he held them as though no-
other truths existed. “And*¥henever he found his ideal
to be in practicesworking at 2 frigion o;astoppx:‘d dead,
his unnoyyished and acute enthysiasms at once sought
a scapggoat, discoverad a responsiblg agent, and
suggested a violent outiet, for the delay. v
He was often right=when he denounced a politigal
intriguer: he often would have sacrificed a victim Tiot
unjustly condemned, he often discovered an agent
partially responsible, an
that he suggested were rot always imprecticable. But
it was the prime error of his tortured mind that
beyond victims, and suddén violent clutches at the
success of democracy, there was nothing else he could
conceive. He ~lv.ra’s. incapable of allowing for imper-

fectiorls, for stupidities, for the misapprehension of
f time, and for

mind’ by mind, for the mere action O
all that renders ~h@man life infinitely complex and
infinitely adjustable. -
y Humour, the reflestion of su
judgement’ (as the, English 1
still more—if a comparative ter
two such absqlate vacuities.
It miust not be forgotten tha
of certain necessary qﬁalities in
mind are rzquivalent to madness. Marat was not sane.
His insanity was often generous, the creeds to which it
was attached wgs obvio®s enough, and in the eyes of
mosteof us it i a creed to be accepted. But he worked
with it as a madman who is ma

d on sollectivism, let us
say, orithe rights of property, might work in our society,
thinking of his one thesis, shrieking it an

ch wisdom, hre lacked i5—
diom has it) heslacked
m may be attached to
t 50 oorig;lete an absence
the building up of a

d foaming at

L]

d even the violent solutions <=



the Populace made b

Syrll?lbOl of thejr dema;‘:jn ‘(fOr a few months) a sort of
='or the rest, hi g {
Aq ., —Ly 111§ fa(:e * S0 el
:curt.d, he carried with ) like his charaCter’ was tor-

irritated Perpetually b him a %isease of the skin that

ustory) that a mixture of
M a perpetual physical
trtal_nly distorted and ill-
tWorthy, ! 88estions of that sort are

thoy :

-tought him Worthlesg enoi;ﬁ ma?ggement of affyley
» @ few who knew him

_IY y More WHO came- across

and irritated by his

amone ¢
) ng »hnse ymmg st

oo Dany Ny reputat
TeSponsih]e fOr,‘\-E!:ened t0 attach I}fll;htmn Ofequill
p ; > must stan

sacres of September1
N ara;té- ) ROBLsPII:RRE
g GLCTlin S,
Prethen-s,;(,n i .derthe Revolutiop, needs f,
readi § i
€ Natigp i, €ading X, a grt or its com-
wil] There is Cacter thap Robesp'\'}-ter knowledge
Intereg ne letce’s, ¥
M t‘__m“}”th d "“S;Wor

hy m M.
e, - as g Pro Onograph (e}
Itis by Chéw%fn?:nihe ent urslia--x‘?rifl-uiclht

»period more depend, and non

-yet itted modern zuthors to gi
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Upon no character dpes .the co“mpreher}sion '05 t-l'le
e (for reasom$ I willygive
in a moment) has been morsg misunderstood, not onl}?r
in the popular legcng} but in the weigled decisions o
. . . o 2
competent historians. o
So true is this that even tImiy which (in cn)}xlnpanjg
with scholarship) usually redresses such errors, has no
ve a true pictureeof

the man. M R
The reason of so congpicuous a failuse 1n the domgin

of history is this: that side by 51de. with ;'t’hil rc}:lai
Robespierre there existed in the minds o ae“ ],,':n g
contemporaries save those who actually came agro.ﬁ,. 4
in the functions of goverm}?ent,_ a legendan? Ro 1?351?1}-1 S
—a Robespierre popularly 1mggmed; :;mcli_l t aro.wr‘
imaginary Robespierre, while it (or he) fas pnam:
odious to posterity seemed, while he lived, ah asci ; teg
portrait to the man himself, :.md therefore e.T_céc p
it. Fot Rebespierre, though just, lacked humi 1ny. %
The problem is an exceedingly subtle as wﬁ izads
, exceedingly difficul? one. The historian, ash be e
his authorities, has periﬁgtual]y to ldlstlngmsd e e
what is strong and what is weak evidence, aii tqqrwﬂat
himself, as he reads, to reality by a recolle(citlon o}:e i
Robespierre himself was. If he doe_s El:t 0 S0 b als
at once into the fegend; sopowerful m_f_:?ﬂﬁie.ﬁffcrll Ly
numbets that supported it, and so serofig y 1d o
pierre himself rsupport'ﬂ it by bis o‘zvnda'ftltu vz} he
legendar=~&obespierre may be described jn.a very
lines. 1 o
Conceive a pan sincerely convinced of th}? pu:;:lass;
demo=ratic théo'ry, 2 man who cared for no;cl g)g[{] o
but the realization of that theory, ard \_rvhoh aState o
sacrificegd his pursuit of it% realization 1n t (; G
any personal advantage whatosever. This man,

L]
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by the People and ‘3¢ last.ido
morg and mgre Powerful,
+body (the Committe
both withip an

liced by them, becomes
He enters the governing
ic Safety), he.is the master
that body, and yses his
1 idea] demﬁcracy which
- Sotence of God ang repose upon
3 deal he has recourse

. n defections from his
duath, Ty, 18ly numerou : e Punishes them by
€normous; the hest
last 1t can be toler-
subordinates revolt
is outlawed, fails to
favour in Paris, is

terror falls tq the ground.
Purely e endary ip tone,
¥ much truth, byt : 3

truth of precisely
credible what is

o in it; at
nger, hig Immediate
3gaicst him i, the Committee, he

to the concéption
Orruptible in the
" and incorruptible
VIt the Church calls

e did g nter the Committee
Verthrown UFPOrt the Terror, and when

: Me to an end.
€ legend differ from the truth?

Ch change it alto :

;‘ hang gether:

S No: the chief: jp, Ucaze in the

oSatety, o the

- . all powerful

~epublic, t.Lat he di;I‘ not dgsire the

Uuse it, thay he%ver, grews dis-

€ Was never the

3 EWasi!no

“of 1794 must vary acc

. 2
o
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2 2
‘A f the twglve
s such a legend. “The'whole nat:; tc:iaoihe .
destroy tife summer of 1793 PR
months between S ke rega; 02
t Robespierrean.
ierredn or no:fand they Were‘};lo the errpr that
Robespie T ther, Eod -
What were they ) i a'l.% s
Robespierre was"then master; oughly called the
OT;pe months, which may be 1r1 llgs&e later inethis
ntl?:”of the Tertor, Wwere, as We s da o Ve g
ELOOI’- months of martial law; ar?;eth%d of enforcifig
1 1 in : tiOn_"a Dy s all
i rtial law in ac fepuniching
Slmpll_r’l_mﬂ defence of the country and o aposed by the
t}ﬁe i lt}f:ryinterferecl with it or were supp
those who g
Committee to interfere with it. as ‘the author of
011\? e man in the Commuttee W ed to use it and
hi : OtI::m but the one most C!etermu:lse it, was <
thlfg, SYSe wl,ao had most occasion tocamot- Side by
Ee&:dl the malitary organlze% rére, supported it
e o hyhim one man, such as Ba § Public Safety
e it kept fup the Cofnuites o Another, such
wieh gove bl his Pl P b believed that the
Whlc}gav t, su ?_)(;rteé it because ek )
iy Sa'mt-h;sti'ne \I:far in Shich e 09 anci for evet.
wxmi:ing Dure demotracy everywher(ei: EaraNay
Xﬁl;the:eguch as Jedn Bon, suppor(t::. But of all men
t rian’ bitserness of the ﬁuguem ‘d_.,ct:éﬁf"'ﬂle Terror
§€C; [Commitee Robespierre supp colleagues—and
]lhgatt eaﬁr(i) was mo;t suspected by kﬁ: on—of desiring
st, n s g
i i suspected as tp f t2> Terror
tr(;cr;?:;nfégrg;mthﬂthe ma[tlal System (o] o
1 o] a o
ify i identified
to modify it. ® <pierre popularly i oA
Jwas Robespi Wt TR
ith f Tenr, and yhy el e REs
* With the ’
the Terror cease? ' ,
Robegpierre was‘xdentlﬂﬁcc)l ¥
he vis identified with the pop

with the Terror bec:.mse
lar clamour of the time,

-
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WItY the ey

o treme de s T 3 ] J
i i molritic feehnrg of the time, and |

"o ;
Ij.elrﬁl:;ar ‘,‘:}i?:]]; had becomé'alsg the symbol of a popular
ut that frenZWas f?ﬁppow;! to b2 ruling ¢he country,
ruling ¢, cai“;&\i?ﬁt ruling the country, What was
Safety, in Wh'chnC :mf‘ the Cominittee of Public
ier, ANOt'S was the chjef brain, Robes-

e 1 f ¢
1dol of the Populace;*he was

PPwer, DEESCIL of thf"f Power or of any
Why Whey h
! 1 he fe]
» 1ts author ell, did the Terror cease if he were

i oved F ONce the fey
o T of invasion was
Victories haq gunr:i "eeks before RObe3p1erre fell the
OMmittee g, < t0 render jt unnecessary, When the
Wed by the p, ialm;l::ttﬁ()b spierre shoyld be out-
OWing 1t the ’ Ey nOCkIEd a'%’aJ .
1 ¢ w'thout
Popular oo € S;‘J.“e of their qp policy y;t wztls his
€n he st:) o mad; theiy policy’ possible. '
SITor coylq lon 5 theytsuddemy ound that the
Wwith jt becaus of Ige {némtaine en had horne
oblespier vt S egplerre, falsely imagining 2hat
l’wou 2 P l o ’
No(ivnof;nbau LAy nibee, - *PIEFE> gone, men
OPposeq ¢, » if Ro €Spierre i ’ ]
€ the Jons e :ﬁrstem of the 'h;:SCIf h}?d always felt
LS | \ or,” 7. i
€ had o & Popu.ar action g Y fkd ge aok
CCember Ppo L0ty given b; Sanst 1r7
st Tg=sevn ", b by Dango i
anton out of thF Com ttee g bh}ﬂ\).re his own
Or.mel.cy, Was e Way becau = eterﬂ&u}ed tg put
8OVernmen, R beakeningvt Mart 10 ™ 10 appealing
Ire m; 5

mj POWel‘"uf theil‘
“ 8ht hay, saved Dapton:
\ \
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he preferred to let himde sac‘iﬁcéd. The i ‘w]?z
that Robespierre wrongly believed Roplﬂanty t- he
upon the side of the Terrompand S Qanton, ic 2
was in no way a leadey (save in rhetorio a.nd in rhem}?.
directed towards what meh”already desired), ind b
own great weakness or vice waggthe loye 3 ot
acclaim, %o
Later,ori, in the summer of 1794, whgn he ag’glﬁﬂy
began to move againsf‘-" the Terror, h? onl).r 151::
privately. He so misread men that he still believe 1%:
Terror to be popular, and dared not lose his popu as
Name. A man by nature as sincere as _CryStal’ 5 ‘f‘,_ s
tempted to insincerity in this major thing, durm?..:.c
last months of his life, afld he yielded fiﬁmplet_e LS
the temptation. For the sake of his ASMORY w;s_:
depforable, and deplorable also for history. His weaks
ness has been the cause of an historical error as gr:ilv‘:
3s any that can be discovered in modern letters, mtl a
the sante time has, wholly maligned hl{n 10 Des I{i.ch
A fictor in Robespierre’s great public position whes
8 often forgottenais>the great effect of his speec in
That men should still debate, after so vast a changf is
taste, whether those speeches were doque-nt,or nr\ﬂe;‘ebd
a sufficient proof of their effect. He spokeinano S
and a reasoned manner, which bored .the floe S-Pl :3;
of the earlier” Parliaments,. but well Sug&dﬁhe w? i
convictidns of ghe later Revolution.oB¥s Phras? O%:i’
I point of view. ust juinped with that of his au 1(?::'1 m
e could .-a.fpf'(ess what they felt, e "QEPI}-SS; J‘the
erms which they knew to be gxact, and which they
believed oy Jgrand. &or his mannel Wgsh?m -
€xcessive, and ﬁ\';iose excessive men th\hea:hat Arven
4N excessive mood, were proud to<know holarshi
violence_ ould be expressed with so fuchischR s o
and modﬁrated skill. !



BYB h:HE FREN(.':H REVOLUTION
irt
] . 1.0e wag of tp

CHAPTER 'ty -

v THE
‘“ PHASES OF THE REVOLUTION

eVOIution i§ the

B Quarrel between its frst

48 gp H =
A “OMetimes hepp rpresented,

ween priv:
Privilege and a3 deméeratic

= L
Ween ‘i ditional organs of

€mo i

th 5 Cratie

P ids € nation, 7, iman-_dema-nq for self-govern-
t0 see i o lethis s to reaq history

untried conditions of

the
whi
hich op Y appeared after

ee : .
n :legahty and illegality.
nd All the inherited
‘Marii.d a certain
Vernment of un-
g «vag
Simpleqt. 4 absolute, From him
ta ashion wittover will was
1
3 . d suspenq ’
o - man, Pend a debtor’s
N of hig ‘,erthou\: trial, release him
U8

t]
e
War or Peace, and
L

@

THE PHASES 6r"

in minor details such as°the didcipline and administra-
tion of public bodfes, the power of the’Crown ftvas
theoretically and legally equally supreme. It was not
exercised as.-aic‘he enornous power of r'rﬂ)derr_l govern-
ment is exercised, it did not perpety,}ally enter intg every
detail of the life ®f the poor in f&e waysin which the
power of a,modern English Gov nment enters into it;
it is in she very nature Qf such autocratie power thit,
while unlimited in theory, it is compelleq to an
instinctive and perpettial self-limitatioh les.t it l?re;ti_-:
down; and autocracy may be compared in“this to

aristocracy, or more properly speaking to oligarchy, the

government of a few: for where a few govern they kilow
that their government reposes upon publi¢ opinion or
public tolerance; they are very careful not to exceed
certdin limits the transgression of which would weakez
the moral foundation of their power; they welcome
allies, they recrnit themselves perpetually from other
classes Tn the community. o }

In the same way an autocracy always has the desire
to be popular. Ifs %trokes affect the great and the
Powerful, and are hardlyever aimed at the mass of the
community, The SnteHectual, the wedlthy, the
Privileged by birth,~fortune or exceptional pefSonal
Powers, are suspect to it. /s for tht? mﬂssj»L?f it 2
autocracy attempts to represent and, in &fesitain sense,
to obey them. @ 4

Now the Frer=h autocracy (for it was no less) erred
Dot in the=will to"act thus pdpularly in the.early part
of the Revolution, but in the Anowledge réquisite for
such action. 0 @

The® Parliangént, shortly after it had, met in May .

789, began to show, in the Commdns part of it, the
Working ef that great theory which had I?av?ned all
fance for a generation. The Commons said, “We are

“

a4
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the People; at once (fe’ SyEibols of the people, the
dire'

ot mand’atory servants of the people, and’ (though
< this was 3 fiction) ‘we z2e of

the people in our birth
and origin, W are therefore the trye scvereign; and
the Prince, the head. of the Executive, is'no more than

: y of advisers roung the R‘ipg )
18 himself) vas offended a¢ the illegality,
110t of the theg

Ty or of the Pretence (for these were not
llegal), byt of the actior. of the Coinmopg’ And this
Il source of frigtion was the irritant

ust fix ag the capgd of what followed.

¢ Nobles, yy, o0, 47> cecided, the day after the

ulileninlg of the Parliamen » sit’ag 4 separate House.
€ Cler. 4

declareq ‘hat the hall in
uld be reBarded a5 the hal] of the
(t0 quoge sy '}‘:r ly, and [y¢e, Madesi* their business
a :

ase of tRe Motion) <, attéfiipt to unite
Eduties of

the nation ip that hall

ividually» . 2Pa0don the PrInCipls of yoting in-
Pl'i-llcipley ( tatt}s, ot by Separate I"ouses) ‘or the
iVided po ey Stat.es-General formed one un-
Promiaedw h d

.3 qualified rnd com-
€ extent In the days that followed,

)
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Gl ns Yece
but it held the field, 8nd ihile the pc]}igréll: <P
insisti on thishttitude as a mora.l rig f, i< el
mmstmg(lll IP; a reaffirmation®f the rlglhfo e: LR
i 3; judgement ypon pu"bll'c matde;n;. s
Eo}il:: Pf\fere Jst:mding .apo}n r%:io ffe}git f;’o-litical
Commons had mothing in thefi x

d as
{ rs>sat all thgether and vote
-th(ei(‘)r{f lfs t}cl};:e %-:gxilqss;, who were in ﬂ;(l'llni’ibli;l ";%E?:
;2 tll‘;fl: ':20 ’other Houses co_mbincld, ;v;um;;jority. N
noble and clerical synipathizers, hav tably* Necker,
R e R fand bt s SR Tm’
who still had great weight, were c)lresired an urider-
Possibilists’ in this struggle. They of ‘Iﬁay and the
standing, and through the last day Sn derstanding was
first days of June the WA :ll as it seemed that
mad€. But the attempt dragged, an e Sityes moved
nothing would come of it, e IU"WGFS, (a French
that the Assembly should et pothe presence of
Phrase for admitting and r(\ionst«:nni.‘_'wle i
¢ach member as acceptable to thed‘:rhat this should be
the theory of its C’ox’lstitution)» an, eaning members
done ‘in the case of each memberh(n(]l‘omrﬁons alone),
of all the three order e ’1‘;1‘e°f‘:,oeprivﬂeged Fiouses
‘Whether the members o and com-
w\:zr: ;resgxlmt or absent’. Tte roll was&i{{fﬁten A
pleted upon 'Ebe 15th. None of thf.: I;O/;;_gy (they were
Common roll-call, three of the parishi ‘d A
from the provir=a of P‘Jitou)‘dld 3 a?& dazen of their
the right u1°the Commons sd to ‘:;ta't i
colleagues joined tl:ien; la;:lefriob‘;ition which cougl 3
So far théreshad bed : . .The Com-
Precisely callgd illegal or ’emlum?fyoliﬁcal theory
ons had affirmed a right based upos d p itted, and the
Wwhich the vast majority of the nan(ir{l; 1-nhad not yet
lega] depositary of power, the 5
F

Ny
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reptoved.t One ma§* draw a parallel and compare the

acticn of the' Commons so far to sdme action which a

. otrade union, for instance,*may take in England; some

action the legality of which,is douptful butaupon which
the courts have not ¥ decided. (

It was upon 17 Juiit, two days aftes the completion
of the roll-call by the Commons, that the first revolu-
tiohary act toek place, and thestudent of the Revolu-
tion w1l} do well to put his finger upon that date and to
rezard it not infdeed as the motal origin of the move-
ment, 1‘{'ut 23 the precise moment from which the
Revolution, as a Revolution, begins to act. For upon
that day the Commons, though in fact only joined by
a handful of the Clerical House, and by none of the
nobility, declared themselves to be the National As-
se"z’)b”a that is, asserted the fiction that Clergy, Nobles
%I‘l Commons were all present and voted together.
erzi this decl.aratlon they added a definite act of sov-
legaglnazdvlv hich trespassed upon and ‘contradicted the
S O(i"tY of the Crown. True, the motion was
us:é w;:a f?;ldl passed ‘provisionally’, but the words
“Mational Ksseil’blf?rdm o metion fheseltatyics
and dfies might bY leclared..that ‘provisionally’ taxes
that only unt%l theel\; aised upon the old authority but
i s ational"Assembly should disperse;
formula, a5 h;;j —and here we reach ‘the sacramental
Assembly il ;::rsécr‘;; ?ﬁe, crisis—‘the National
Whatever patyre S 7, at all teres and dues of
formally apg frecly aVe not been wpecifically
shall cease in every p gmnted by the said Assembly

tovince &% the kj
. 1n T
: at.pro.‘,lnc : om no matte

0 some Pl:ovinces there
CYa 1n otherg nothing but
TOWn.) “The Assembly

']
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declares that when it hs in cdncert with (ngt*in obedi-
'ence to) the King fid down the principle’of a netiopal
re-settlement, it will busy iSelf with the examinationa
and ordering of the p—ublicngebt.’ Egc.‘; etc.

Such was’the point of deparfyre after which sov-
ereignty was atoissue betweernf4the (;rﬁov.vn ‘and ‘ehe
States-General ; the Crown a known institution with
its traditions stretching back to the Reman Empfre,
and the National Assembly a wholly new organ accord-
ing to its own claims, basing its adthority pgomz}
political théory stretching back to the very orjgins O
human society. AV i V.~

Two days later, on 19 June, the l:/{gtxonal As-
sembly’, still only self-styled and possesSing only the
powers which it had ascribed to itself beyonel all forms
of T4, set to work, nominated its committees, pnd
assumed the sovereignty thus claimed. T.he Nobles
protested (notably the Bishops), and the King, on the

_advice of Barentin, keeper of the Seals, determined

upon immediate resistance. The excuse was taken that

> the Royal Sessiof, as it was called, in which the King

would declare his will, meeded the preparation of the
hall, and when the Commons presented themsel:!es at
the door of that hall on the next day, tlfle 20th; they
found it shut against them. They. a:ijourned to a
neighbouring tennis court; and took a sGisaiin corporate
oath that they would not separate withsut giving F.rance
a Constitutior - ~They continued to meet, using a
church for “that purpose, bit on the 23rd, tl'le If\oyal
Session was opened and the King declared his 'wxll. :
The reader must especially note that even in this
Crisis®the Crgwn did not offer a complete resistance.
here was an attempt at compromise. Necker would
ave had a more or less complete surrender, the Queen
and her set would have preferred an act of authority
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. . . . 3
was, paramigunt in Gaul{ was 2 municipal one. It is SO,

still." The countrysides take their fames mainly from

. “their chief towns. The towns were the seats of the

bishops, whose" hierarchy had « preservgd whatever
could be preserved afthe ancient world. In the towns
were the colleges, the guilds, the discussion and the
COrpora.tmns which Built up the life of the nation.

chief of these towns was (Paris. The old gystems
of municipal government, corrupt and varied as they
were, could still give the,towns a power of ‘-‘orffomt.e
expression. “And even where that might be lacking 1t

2 S r
was certain that some engine would be found fo

eXpressing. municipal actiopy in a crisis of the saC}
t.hrough which France was now passing. In Paris, .for
Instance, it was seen when the time came for Pl?;’;‘c"l
fosce that the College of Elcctors, who had chosen the

Tepresentatives for that city, were, willing to act at
once and s

pontaneously as a municipal body whic
22001: GXp;ess the initiative of the people. It W3s the

Wns, an i i ue
organizati especially Paris, prompt at spontanco

on, ready to arm e mpetent ¢
to frame o ﬁ;;htin y , and whenarmed comp

o . T
hel\‘,';nd the'Asse:fb{;f“' which was the physical powe
t of

ol O

S Was,the Physical power behind the King? His

of the countai‘s—wi o e Regular Armed forces
Mmoment that}o.x:a ¢ army. Bet it is characteristic of the
trusted, Fop o - PArt of that armed force could be
consists of.livi?,n STy 18 never a.cape weapon: it
€ generap 1g e ; and though it will act against
orders long a‘ftp Son O its members and will obey
0:;-‘ cWvilians wolild have broken with the

2 bregyy 5L 2uthority, yit there Ss for
TN peat, Coullcljg PoInt in those ties, and the
Peaking ang r'erlch.'b:,mt'us’e as a whole the French-

m soldiery. Luckily tor it, @

armies glgg

-

4
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very great proportion df thé French a‘rr‘ngv at 3hat
'moment consisted ®f foreign mercenaries.

Since the position was virtually one of war, we must
consider what was the strategical object of this force.
Its object was Paris, the chief of the towns; and roun-d_
Paris, in the earJy days of Julyy the mgrcenafy regl
ments were gathered from all quarters. That 'mlhtary
concenration once effegted, the gates of, the city held,
especially upon the north and upon the west,fby cn}
camped regiments and by aqpartlcularl-y large o_rceﬁ)f
cavalry (ever the arm chosen for the repression 0
civilians), the Crown was ready to act. o

On 11 July, Necker, who stood for L‘bft-%- opiniv i
was dismissed. A new riinistry was forfued, and the
counter-revolution begun. A’What followed was the
imfi€diate rising of Paris.

The news of gNeckcr’s dismissal reached the. masses
of the capital (only an hour’s ride from Versailles) on
the afternoon ofethe 12th, Sunday. .Crowds began to
gathgr; an ineffectual cavalry cha.rge in one of the outler
open spaces of ®h@ city only inflamed the popular
enthusiasm, for the soldiers who charged were Gcrn;;m
mercenary soldiers ander the c?mmand of a noble,
Public forces were gt once organized, arms werwcom-l
mandeered from the armourers’ shops, the Elcctor]z:.
College, whiah}fad chosenthe member‘s of the Assembly
for Paris, took command at the Cuild Hall_, but 'glle
capital point of the insutrection—what made it possible
—was the stizure of a great gtock of arms angl arr}mum-
tion, including cannon, in the depot at tkaJdnvalides.

With such resources the crowd al:tzu:kecl2 at the other
end of the city, a fortress and arsenal which had long
Stood in the popular eye as the symbol qf abso%ute
Mmonarchy, the Bastille. With the absurdly msufﬁ'cmnt
garrisoly of the Bastille, its apparent impregnability to
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vwhom he had admitte
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anything ¢he mob might attempt, the supposedhbll;
doubtful tresson of its governor ir¥ firing upon thos
dsto parley, we are not here

le was rushed, after very con-
siderable efforts and an appreciable loss fn killed and
wounded. By, the C]"',_ening of that day, T.uesday It
July 1789, Paris had become a ormidable instrumen
oftwar. The gext news was the complete capitulation
of the King,

¢He came on the morrow to the National Ass_embly,
Promising tg send away the troops; he promised tg
recall Necker, municipal organization was grante
to the city, with Bailly for jts first mayor, and—a
point of capital importance-£-an armed militia depen-
dent upon that municipality was legally formed’, ‘:Vlth
3 Fayette at jtg head. 'On the 17th Louis eificied
aris to consummate hig capitulation, went to the

Guild Hall, appeared in the tricoloured cockade, and
the popular battle Wwas wop, ' ]

It behoves us here tg consider t
this definjt i

concerned. Tke Bastil

e
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g? It % very doubtful. They wsre
rtuoss in the extreme, the drea to-be

¢normous, the tradition of barricades
and the spontaneous
g material Which

as rapid as any
been effecteq by military orders,
eq

2n€ great fault was the
Invalides, b

ferment was risin
narrow and to
dealt with was
not forgotten,
excellent figh.in a Pdris mob contains,
had beep quite

thing that coulds have
> N

L]
-action of that
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ine unifarm, however .smally- could always have 'rhi
better of civilian resistance, how:ver large f_md wel
organized, it is not wortky of a moment’s conSId_ef'atIOI;_
by those who interest themselves in the realities o
military history, ‘It is wortay only of the academies. "’
cends the first! phase of the Revolution. It ha

lasted from the opening of the: Siates-General in May
te. the middIg of July 1789. Je e

& v 11

«FROM 17 Jury 1789 TO 6 OCTOBER 1789
We have seen the

Jiolent prisings all over Frgnc&— continued. It is the
Peried in which the Dec]

aration of the Rights of Man
and of the Citizen, 5 document "which may fittingly
stand side by sitie witl, the, Declaration ‘of Independ-
ence (for to form the noblest monuments

2d and laiq down, and notably that

Dationa] policy of 5 Single Chamber which the modern
FTEPCh have ,imprudently abandoned, In that;same
period, howeya

CVer, appeared and towards'
another form, of resig :

of those who advige

ihe close of it,

tance on the part of the Crown and
d the Crown, The King I gsitated

=

!
THE PHASES )

tosaccept the Declaratiod

similarly hesitated “to pr
the nobiliey
It would be fool
t of what fo'll'owed_.\
nly.in numbers suffici
Wwe can hardly beljeve

military aspec
troops, byt o

No dj,,
aredq

¢ e
0
Lthe

€ct g

nt Ol‘igin
POpulace
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of ‘the R‘ights of Man, @nd

e s
AMERt, Whieh 1 O SUSPicion fo

omulgate the Decree of

had abandoned their °
ish t exaggerate the
ouis did call in

moveme
reat Masses. g "
ated), and
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s

La Fayette followed in the night at the head of Lis
new Parisiah militia force, 8

Too much reliance was
character of thie forc

carly morning, an att
the firt of the mob,

placed upon the m'ilitary
€; the palace was invaded in the
empt to assassinate the Queen on
failed, though two of the Guards
were killed. And after scencs ‘whose violence -and
aFparent anarchy only maskeq the common dezermina-
tion of the Populace, the royal family were compelled
f{: abandon Versailles and to take up their place in the
uileries; the Parliament followed them o Paris, and
neither King nor Parliament returned again to the
suburban;palace.

This recipture of the King by Paris is much more
significant th

a0 a mere impulse of the mob, The King
1n Paris, the unison of hi person with the capit(a'ﬂ city,

Very sacrament of French life for century
upon century, It wag precisely a hundred years since

Paris had been abandoned by Louis 3TV for Versailles.
The significance of that error may be understood by the
Citizens of an ar

istocratic country”ifthey will imﬂ_gine'
the abandonment of their countrysides by the squires,
A1, again, the f

be seen), the
18 transformed intg registance
he attack op the Retlolution

J
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bezomes a personal thing. The K)ing is still whotly
the chief of the Exelutive; he can give what commands
he wills to the armed force; e controls receipts and
payments; he is for all acgi%fe purpgges the Go*.«',e.rn-
ment. But he is no longer congidering that prime
function of his, gor even using } to restore hi¥® old
power. He acts henceforward as an individual, and an
individual in danger. The Queen, whosg view of t_h_;_g:t
Revolution anq its dangers had always been, a purely
Personal one, is the directing will in the court grou

from thig moment, Qctober 178, onwards; and the
Chief Preoccupation of th

e -
o Palace » and never cop
P Ition save a5 one intolerable,

i e

-~

: FROM OCTORER 1789 TO Jung 7Gx

Rt s ] o <
= tlllllls W}tuch myst explain all that followed in the
ctobgrp iisg, which lasted from_thcse carly days

0 the last week of
A ) of June I791.

od of twenty

Consecutivdy folfowed ‘Ta:; Increasi
. reas
h ) oulrt and of the King hxmst::lf1 Ili
cvelopment fopn;
ASSeII;u,I:el,Y e p oraids g

) 3
esltu:al acceptation of the N
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Delibsrate and calculated: intrigue might yet hsye
saved the ‘monarchy and the ptrsons of the royal
family. Oddly enoughg an ally in the struggle, an
excellent intrigner, a saviour of the monarchical
institution and a true defender of the royal persons
was 9t hand yit was at hand in the person of Mirabeau.

This man had more and more dominated the {\S-
Scmbly; he had been conspicyaus from its first. opening
days; he had been its very voice in the resistance to
ﬁe King at Versailles; it was he who had replied to the

aster of Ceremonies on June 23, that the Commons
would not disperse; it was he who had moved that the
persons of the Commons were privileged against
arrest. He'was of a family noble in station and con-
spicuous before the people by the wealth and eccentric-
ities of its head, Mirabtau’s father. He himséif “was
not unknown even before the Revolution broke out,
for his violence, his amours, his intelligence and his
debts. He was a few years older than the King an.d

Queen: his personality repelled them; none the less his
desire to serve them was sincere} and it was his plan,
while retaining the great hold over the National
~Assembly “which his rhetoric und his use of men
furmished him, to give to the Court and in particular

to the'Queen,'whom he very greatly and almost
reverently admired, such secret advice, as might save
them. This adyice, as we

shall see in a moment,
tended more apd more to be an advice for civil war.
But Mira_‘tgeau’s death at®the close of thé phase we are
Tow enterizFon 2 April 1791), and the increasing
fears of the King and Queeny between them prevented
any statesmanship at g, they prevented even the

Statesmanship of iatrigue; and the period became, on
':ihe sllde of the l.levolutiog, a rapid and uncontrolled
development of jtg democratic theory (limitet| by the

S

'
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hgsitation of the middle cél:s)‘, and’on the side of t.he
Court an increasing Yemand for mere physital security
and flight, coupled with an inceeasing determifmtxon to
return, and to restore as 3, populagemonarchy ,the
scheme of the past. i L

The eighteen months that intervened dpetweer®the
fixing of the Assembly and the royal family in Paris,
and the «death of Mirahgau, are remarkable far_tle
following points, which must all be considereq abreast,
as 1t were, if

we are to understand their combined,
Cffects. o % - @
» ] - . . -
I. This was the period in which the constrictive
work of

the National Assembly was done, and jp which
, the_Whole face of the nfition was changed. The

advising bodies of lawyers called ‘Parliaments’ were

abofish&d (eleven months aftét the King had come to

Paris), the modern Departments were organized in the
p}ac? of the old rovinces, the old national and pro-
Vlncmﬁlgmilitia wassdestroyed ; RQut (as it is very import-
ant to remember) the old regular army was left un-
{ouched, A neyw judlitture and new rules of procedure
Were establighed. A ney code sketched out in the
Place of ‘Commop Law’ mpiddle. In a word ‘it was the
Period during which most of those things whichwwe

re A k

eitg}?rd gs characteristic of theyrevolutionary work were

a ler rought ¢o* their thgoretic conclusion or given
lines, . ¢

tleast thejy main
s By Mong these gonstiuctive acts, But SO important
OnstituI?USt be regarded sqa.arate.ly, was the Civil
x 10n of‘ the plergy, whigh will Peagleg]t with at
e theurﬂ:ler‘ In this book; it was the prificipal work

3. Th Principa] error) of that year and a_half.
i, 5 é;en ral spuit of the Revolution, more
one g1 €line than jtg theory but easy to appreciate
/0 lows the development of the movement,

( as



78 THE FRENCH REVOLUTION

iricreased regularl§ and enormously in intensity dl%rid‘;%
the period! The power of the King, who was still a
the head of the Executive, acted more and more as an
irritant against public opinion, and— : ;

4. That public opinion began to express itself in a
centfalized and national fashion, of which th.e great
federation of 14 July 1790, in Paris, on the anniversary

G the fall of the Bastille, wa” the nucleus and also the
symbol. This federation consisted in delegates from
jhe National-Guard throughout the country, anfl it
was of thi3 capital importance: that it iritroduced into
the revolutionary movement a feature of soldiery
which made even the regular troops for the most part
sympathetic with the enthudsiasm of the time.

5. These eighteen months were, again, filled with

the movement of the “Emigration’. That movernent
was, of course, the departure of many of the more
prominent of the privileged orders and of a crowd of
humbler nobles, as alsn of a few :\;.cclesiastics-' from
France. The King’s brothers (one fled at the beginning
of the emigration, the younger,®tl Comte d’Artols;
the other, the elder, at its clrse, and coincidentl}f Wlt.h
c the flight of the King) must espccially be noted in this
coraexion; they formed in company with the mor¢
notable of the other emigrants a fegular political body,
which intrigued continuallv beyond’ the frontiers, 1
Germany and Italy, against the Revolution. And—
6. It was therefore during thes= months that the
ultimate origins of the ‘large European war must be
found. Tk vined borly of the emigrants under Condé
formed an organized corps upon the Rhine, and though
there was not yet the semblance of an armed mo»ement
in Europe beside: theirs against the Mrench, yet by
the émigrés, as they were called, were sown the seeds
the harvest of which was t0 be the war of 1792,

’ ‘

oMined to gaye ¢

]
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;-1 have said that during/these ma,a'ghs in which mest
of the constructive®work of the Revolution Twas done,
in which the seeds of the great war were sown, and in
which the absolute position of the Crgwn as®the pead
of the Executive was increadihgly irritating to the public
opinion of the French, and espelially of the capital,
Mirabeau was the orle snan who fhight have preserved

the continuity of nationgy institutions by the pr,

gsery-
tion of the monarchy. He received money from” tift
Court and in return

gave it advice. Theadvile was the
advice of genius, but it wgs Iistened to less and less iR

Proportion as it was ‘more and more practical. ®Iira-
be.au also favoured the abandonment of Paris by the
nga but h

¢ would havé® had the King féave Paris
UPﬁn}y-gnd with an armed force, withdraw to a neigh-
olirirg and loyal centre stich as Compitgne, and
thence depf.:nd upon the fortunes of civil war.
din €anwhile the Queen was determined upon a very
“Herent and m@%h more personal plan, into which no
tatesmanship entered. She was deter-
i he persons of her children, herself and
s poléfband&Plans of flight were made, postponed and
_FStponed. It wag alread d
Ot Mipgbenye ® already agreed at thes Court that
0 4
“P(rintfii evasion. THe army which Bouillé commanded
3 greai fmlzlt;fer Was to send small dtachments alon
roa : :
6 s thzom Paris't3 the east; the first of these

€onception of g

AR b aators trgyal fugitives a little beyond Chaléns ™=

i Tt their carriage eastward; each armed

to tfz‘ilhin;:efnt In the chain, as the ﬂight\prm(?eded, was

Nes yag rOr Its defence, until, once the town of Varen-

touch wiﬂfaChed, the King and Queen should be in
2 the main body of the argny,

I IWaS tht?n intended to follow remaing obscure

5 / ¥ certain that the King d .

Ny

plan should be followed, but thisgplan =

id not intend to pass =
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the frontier but t¢ take refuge at Montmédy. The
conflict that would have inevitablj broken out could
hardly have been confined to a civil war: foreign armies
and the German mercenaries in the French service
were presumably to be drganized, in case the flight
succieded, for a march upon Paris and the complete
restoration of the ola state of affairs.
) "_.:Ha(‘i .Mirabeau lived this rash and unstatesmanlike
pian might yet have been avoided; it so happened that
l}e'dmd upon 2 April 1791, and soon after we enter the
taird .phasp of the Revorution, which is,that leading
directly to the great war, and to the fall of the monarchy.
Shor‘Ell after Mirabeau’s death a tumult, which
excessively frightened the 10yal family, prevented the
King and Queen from leaving the palace and passing
Easter at St. Cloud, in the suburbs. Though furtiier
Postponements of their flight followed, the evasion
actually took place in the night of 20 to 21 June. It
very nearly succeeded, but by a seres of small acci-

Eients, the last of which, the famous ride of Drouet to
Intercept the fugitives,
episodes in histor

1 ] th Km H
children were disy & g and Queen and their

covered and arrested at Varennes,
red yards ot safety, and were brought
urrounded by erlormous and hostile
ne failurc of this attempt at flight in
June 1791, ends the third phase of the

back to Paris, s
crowds. With ¢t
the end of
Revolution,

< AT v
T F;OM JUNE 1791 TO"SEPTEMBER 1792
0 unde o T
and of itg fps the capital effect botk: of this Aight

allure Ol
SUpreme positiop W€ must once more insist upon the

on of the méaarchy in the traditions and

is among, the best-known
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instinct of French polity.” The unyjisdom of she flight
it would be difficult to exaggerate: it is irnpossible to
exaggerate the moral revolution caused by its failure. |
It was regarded as virtually an abdication. The strong
body of provincial, silent, and moderate opinion, which
still centred on the King and regarded it as his furiction
to lead and to govern, was bewildéred, and in the main
divorcedy in the future, from the Crown, = =~ .. 9 _
It is an excellent proof of what the mor;g.rsh};:had'
for so long been to France, that even in such a crisis
barely the name of ‘a républic’ was menticzed, and
that only in the intellectual circles in Paris. Alil the
constitutional and standing forces of society conspired
to preserve the monarchy ‘at the expense of no matter
what fictions. The middle-class Militia Guard under
La Fayktte repressed, in what'is known as the Massacre
of the Champ-de-Mars, the beginnings of a popular
movement. The more Radical leaders (among whome
was Danton) fled-abroad or hid. The Duke of Orleans
utterly failed to take advantage of the moment, or to

-get himself procldmed regent: the monarchical

tradition wa$ too strong. ,

Immediately aftero the second anniversary of the
taking of the Bastille, in July, the decrees of Parliament
created the fiction that the King was not responsible for
the flight, that, e ‘had een carried off’, and in the
following September, though until then suspended
from executive power, the King, on taking the oath to
the Constitution, was once more at the head of all the
forces of the nation. 0 T

But all this patching and reparation of the fagade of
consttutional monarchy (a fiction whose tawdriness 1s
more offensivé to the French temper than its falsehood)
had come too late. Already the Queen had written to
her brother, the Emperor of Austria, suggesting the
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mobilization of a,onsiderable force, and its encamp-
ment on tle frontier, to overawe the revolutionary
movement. Her actionicoincided within a few days
with the end of;that great Parliament, which had been
choseﬂn on the most democratic suffrage, and which had
tran.iormed the whole of society and laid the basis of
the revt?lutlonary Constitution. With the meeting of
tl,‘F_ﬁ"tmﬂﬂl Assembly’s succassor on 1 Octoker 1791,
war was already possible; that possibility was to be
transformed very soon into probability, and at last into
actuality,o, ¢ ¥

In the new Parliament the weight, not of numbers
but of leadership, fell to a group of enthusiastic and
elolqu.ent men who, from tue fact that certain of their
principal members came from the Gironde, were
called The Girondins. Tley represented the puftst and
the most enthusiastic ideal of democracy, less national,
p]:.rhaps,, than that advocated by men more extreme
; anbthey, but of a sort which, from.that time to this,

asV een able to rouse the enthusiasm of historians.
Bris:;%[;:zgiha-nq Isnard were ~thuir great orators, .
e F“il"}te“eCtual intriguer, and the wife of
of the ,whovl of their members, was, as it were, the soul
Mo s ;ﬁ‘{;‘:?- flt was the fact that these men
of this new second I;:s;:;?; C}(lfl‘tﬁliclll P R

The extremists lv should be telt.
alluded (known a:"’ﬁ[l;lagamst th?rr,l, to whom I have
Parisian in character P? 113\/101§nta1n s el especialy
an obscure, az.- latar ¥ vbespierre, who had been'ﬁrst
Assembly, 'tixough al S?:;Ftafian orator of the l\;llatlonal
Was perhaps the most itting in this second Parliament,

prominent figure in that group,

f()r he wa

s th 5 A
Mountar, s Lurlic orator of Paris; #Ad indeed the

W O
the Parliam::t ?935153 Pa“?‘r whether inside or outside
» YAIls acting as the responsible brain
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ef France. Later, it was the Mouiitain (that-had first
opposed the war) which was to ensure the success of
the French arms by a rigidity’and despotism in action
such as the purer and less practiczi minds of the
Girondins abhorred. 3 5

On 3 December 791 (to quote a fundamental “date
in the rapid progress towards the war which was to
transforfn the Revolutiyn), the King—yyritins.jn) a
manner which betrays dictation by his wifg--begged
the King of Prussia (as she had begged' the Emperor)
to mobilize ‘an armed fcrce, and with it<tv back a
Congress that should have for its object the prevention
of the spread of the Reyolution. That lgtter was
typical of the moment. From both sides tension was
rapidly proceeding to the breaking point. Nor was the
tension merely upon generalities. The Revolution had
broken a European treaty in the annexation of the
Papal State of Ayignon, and it had broken European
conventions when it had abolished in Alsace feudal
rights that were possessed by the princes of the empire.
It was as though” some State to-day, attempting
Collectivism, should confiscate, along with other
property, securities lyingin its banks, but neld by the
nationals of a foreign State.

On the reyolutiofiary side also there was a definite
point at issue, which was the permission accorded
within the empire for the emigrants to meet in arms
and to threaten the.French frontier.

But these precise and legal points were not the true
causes of the war. The true caases of the war were the
desire of the unreformed European Governments
(notably those of Prussia and Austria) that the Revolu-
tion should, in their own interests, be checked, and the
conviction that their armed forces were easily capable
of effecting the destruction of the new French régime.

Lrean
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. The Court of ‘Wienria rbfused
glldenmxty that was offered the princ
sace for the losg of thedr old feud

€ empe 1
i Freif:??{ i\nmo Was ong, of the same generation as
e, SUC(‘PCEe?inS Queen, died upon 1 March 1792
e Y a son only fwenty-
ag;r) and easily persuaded to wars oot yearelty
M‘ n--‘t}_lgé French side, witl®
O‘I.lntam.a‘nd notably of Rob
‘.’U}‘Il‘ous coaliticn of opinion de
i _;1 (Ecﬁrt and the reactio
) or the victo
o ey ry of the All

The revolution

opihion and ths ary party, that is, the mass of public

the Girondins, 4] patriots’; as they called themselves,
sort of crusade L}o, and especially, desired war as a
grievous  illysj of the Revolution; they suffered
believed the leijel:féhas enthusiasts always must, and
the shock, The armed forces capuble of sustaining

: ;

the campaign (anlc)l E;Jrf:)r}:lad i oy b
the deen); Dumgo
th? middle of March 17
PRy, and the di 2

to accept a just
es of the empire in
al rights; Leopold,

the exception’ of the
espierre, there was a
manding war.

nagies were sufficiently
1es to find their salvation

Uriez, an excellent soldier, had from

2 bean tlie chief person in the

i : :
ector of foreign affairs, and a

month [a¢
. 4L, on 20 April
UStria, or, to be ap“w War was declared against

Hungzgy and Bohemiy o 2gainst the King of
1oh was still the officiat s’
Nephew, whe i tlhthe UfﬁC}al title of Marie Antoinette’s
d not yet b’e‘:}loug 10w succeeded to the empire
confine the s tCrOWT:'Sd €mperor. It was hoped tO,
Lemmn Princes ot? lt]hls monarch, and, indeed, the
andgrave of He the empire did not join hin‘f" (the
jse-Cassel Was an exception). But
of Prusgia. Whic}lz Ver that counted mogt, the kingdom
2 Umouriez had especially hoped to

Ptly betrayea to the enemy by ~
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licep neutral, joingd forces with /Amstria. The royal
letters had done their work. v

At this critical moment theFrench armed forces and
the French strongholds were at their worst. ~“The dis-
cipline of the army was deplorable. The regular
soldiers of the old régime had lost from six tonine
thousand officers by emigration, and mixed no better
than water and oil witl the revolutionary voluntenrs
who had been drafted (to the number of cver two
hundred battalions) into the ranks of the army; more-
over, these volunteer batilions were for the most part
ill provided, far below their establishment; some ésisted
only on paper; none were trained as soldiers should
be trained. In a more orderly time, when the decrees
of the Government corresponded with reality, four
hitidréd thousand men would have held the frontier;
such a number was in the estimates. As it was, from
the Swiss mountains to the English Channel, the
French could coint on no more than one-fifth of that
number. Eighty thousand alone were under arms.
The full Prussizn army was, alone, apart from its
allies, close upon treble the size of this disorganized
and insufficient force.

Panics at once ludicrous and tragic opened .the
campaign upon the French side. The King took
advantage of them to dismiss his Girondin Ministry
and to form a reactionary Government. The Parlia-
ment replied by measures useless to the conduct of
war, and designed only to exasperate the Crown, which
was betraying the nation. It arderea’ the dismissal of
the royal Guard, the formation of a camp of revolu-
tionary Federals outside Paris, the transportation of the
orthodox priusts; in pursuit of the Court’s determina-
tion to resist the Assembly and to await the victorious
allies, Louis vetoed the last two decrees. La Fayette,
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Wil0 Wag now in ':u(‘-rnmand of the wrmy of the centre,
with his headquarters at Sedan, right upon the route
of the m_yasion, declarec: for the King.

I_.I:‘l,d tiie armies of Austria and Prussia moved with
rap}til:ty at this moment, the Revolution was at an end.
Asit was, their mobilization was slow, and their
march, though agcur}a\te, leisurcly. It gave time for the
la}:ﬂn Frtwlg;“(i o.f,,Pfﬂ'lS‘ to demon:irate against the palace
Fha ‘.‘?.YF ;amlly on 20 June. It was not until the
Qe n{S-\o -ugust that the main force of the com-
Duﬁg’ofcﬁarchs,'under the Jeneralship-in-chief of 'the
onas runswick (‘wh‘o had the reputation of being
Paris” _ff,,e‘:eral of his 'tlme), set out for the march on
S :ch as not until 23 August that the invaders

S e ﬁr§t French frontier town, Longwy.
Frenec;m?inie _ttwo }'CI'Y iniportant t'hings had lerit to ih.c
e pite of the wretched insufficiency of their
thing to sue' *lm intensity of feeling which did some-
the third aEP_Y that insufficiency. ¥a the first place,
Tuly, had C:ﬁ:celrsafy of ‘the Fall ?f the Bastille, 14
T, ;O Paris deput‘&t}bns from all- the
feelin g u;1i~ nYIO them armed; this gave the national
Lo fron:_yé bn the sec.ont‘:l p'ace, Brunswick had
Sty ooient) which was his base, upon the

e P;{ne};lonth of July, a fnanifesto which was
S models three das later, and which (though
R 81'21 _thstor_lans have questioned this)

Tt o an%feet reVO]unO\nary. opinjon ablaze.

Army, a com e demanﬁe.d, in the name of the Allied
fessed to trealzufc;fe r;:stcratmn of thcj, old régime, pro-
as rebels subject rench and thqlr new authorities

diect to military execution, and cont~ined

a Clause of .
ecul : . BRIy ¥
and e peculiar gravity, which excitedin immediate

Xas
" of thi perated response from Paris. The authorship

18 Clau : a
se lay with Marfe Antoinette, and it threat-

|
i
i
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ened, if there were’_‘any atflack upor, the palacs, to give
the capital over to military execution and total sub-
version. )

Two days later the Federals from Malseilles, a
middle-class body of excellent citizens, though merely
amateurs at soldiering and small ifl numbers, maihed
into the city. Their marching song has become famous
under the title of the ‘Marseillaise’. They had accom-
plished the astonishing feat of travérsing France,
drawing cannon with them, at the rate ot eighteen
miles a day, in the height'of a torrid summer, for closé
upon a month on end. There is no parallel to sich an
effort in the history of war, nor did contemporary
opinion exaggerate when %t saw in the battalion of
Marseilles the centre of the coming fight.

‘The“shock between the palace and the populace
was joined in the morning of 10 August. The palace
was held by about six thousand men,! of whom some
twelve hundred-were regulags of the Swiss Guard.
The palace (the Tuileries) was, or should have been,
impregnable. The popular attack, we may be certain,
would have been beaten back had the connexion
between the Tuilerics apd the Louvre oL the south
been properly cut. The flooring had indeed heen
removed at this poiut for some distance, but either the
gap was not wide enough or the post was insufficiently
guarded; the populace and the Fedetrals, badly beaten
in their main attack upon the long front of the
palace, succeeded in turning its flank whereJ it Jomed
on to the Louvre; they thus enfilaaed the suites of
rooms and utterly put an end to the resistance of its
garrison. %%

1The reade. should be warned that these aumbers are
hotly disputed. The latest authority will allow no more than

4000. After a full consultation of the evidence I can
reduce the garrison to no less than 6o00.
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] ¢ ]ing alld QUCCI' the I )auph n and 'W . ‘\.1 : ot! brirg agaihst
: 11 i i t] 1€ I 4 a i had BrunS ick ere Contemptuously brushed aSIde. Fouf
i li i SiStEIs F'ith Others Of Oy l household, W W

1 had, as we have seen, taken the frontier
» taken refuge during the fighting in the hall of the d S{?;i,;ahtgfdh;f Longwy; within a week he was in front
Parliamexit, - Lyl A\ SB N ardun. . @ o
After the victory of the populace their fate was ' &\ Verdun had no chance of resistance, ro garnst)%ho
debited and.decided upon; they were imprisoned in -_— garrison, and no opportunity for defence. T:
the Tower of the "U'emple, ar medieval fortress still news that it must fall réiched Paris on %ﬁﬁﬂﬁ'ﬂ‘{-‘f 19~
sp?.ndimz in the north-east oftParis, and though mon- | 5 a fatal date, 2 September; after its. fall erg.‘?fou th:‘.
arc':h‘y was not et formally abolished, the most extreme it nothing between it and the capital; and from tha
spirits which the Revolution then contained, and the '

ion-is wholl
moment the -whole naturd,of the Revolution-is wholly

most vigsrous, ste transformed by the psychological effect of war.

pped into the place of the old
Execdtive, with D

anton at their head. With them i
appeared, in the seat of Government the spirit of ;
military action, its contempt for forms and its rapid

ta ] EIMBER 1792 TO THE
decision. The known accomplices of the supporters of 'YROMNS THE INVASION OF SEFSA™ "
the Court’s resistance aild alliance with the fhvadérs

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC
were arrested by the hundred. The enrolment of ] SAFETY, APRIL 1793 |
R n may be
volunteers, already enthusiastic throughout France, The fifth phas? of the e Rcvolutxob may b
Was supported with the new vigour & official aid :and said to date from these first days of Septem ead ge?n_,
the Revolution left at once all its old moorings to enter o fen the newe o tHb successful invasion wa%icuﬁve
an extreme phase. At the same inoiment the frontier~ ing Paris, and when +the revolutionary b2 i

1 h
Was crossed and the national snjl invaded on 19 August. established upon the ruips ofjthelold i Rnese
It is possible that t

ITA iF o -
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v

e, TS

alg
he delay of the Prussians until b and in its image, was firmly in the sa_ddiﬁ‘,clcl)l:n;‘ii-ttcg
that. moment had been calculated, for the position in i establishment of the’yet more monarqhu:ad S
rance was complicated and thejr Uecision to fight had \x of Public Saféty’, seven months later. A_n y
been tardily arrived at. 1t was the news’of the fall of i b months may be characterized as follgys: tem ted
t%le palace that seems to have decided them. The place ; ' They were a pesiod during which it was attemp
like the date, of this grave event, deserves to be more’ ;

: vern-

to carry on the revolutionary” ?var %gq'&ns:ni?g'lg? The

s ments of Europe upon demuCratlf: Prl_ epand i

£ attempt failed. In the place oficicinn d intense

prehension and foresight e ESIZgnESz upon for

the privileged of 4 enthusiasm ¢f the moment waé. er}:din faction, with
strly democracy. B victory. The pure ideal of the Giro

< a0 ish, proved
wenty-two years, » fEE the model republic which it hoped to establish, p
ey are still engaged., f

fFa;:lcl!uli thfiln.it is. Brunswick touched what was then
Ch soil, in that littly trianple wh
e g ere, later, German

~ upon the latter th
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wholly irlsufficient for the conduct ¢f a war; and to save
the nation from foreign conquest and the great demo-
cratic experiment of thé& Revolution from disaster, it
Was necessary that the mibitary and disciplined side of
the French, with all_the tyranny that accompanies that
aspett of thair natiopal genius, slould undertake the
comp!etion of the adventure,

e ‘Thisunesind opens with whiat was called the Mas-
sacres oft2zptember. I have said upon a former page
that ‘the knogwn accomplices and supporters of the
Cou_rt’s alfiance with the inviders were arrested by the
hundred’, upon the fall of the palace and the establish-
;ﬂf’-r(lit-'.‘{aa revolutionary Executive with Danton at its

ead.

These Prisoners, massed in the jails of the city, were
massacred. to the number of eleven hundred by a small
but organized band of assassing during the days when
the new§ of the fall of Verdun was expected and reached
th; capital. Such a crjme appalled”the public -con-
d of the French people. It must
never be confused with the judicial-and military acts
of the Terror, nor with the reprisals undertaken against
rebellion, nivr with the gross axcetses of mob violence;

ertain primary assemblies, the act
=chanical, deliberate and voluntary
etermined men, Xt had, therefore, a

its own, and that cha :
out for itg ¢ . racter made it stand

: Ontemporaties as it should stand out for
US: 1t was murder. stand
he prisoner
S were unarmed— gl
able, they ¥aq no ed—nay, though tresson

tactually taken - thd .
Was inspired y arms; théir destruction

hatced, The. 11 most of those who ordered it, by mere
* 2108¢ who ordered it were 5 small committee
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\ , ) oo
acting spontaneouly, and Marat was their Ch:;f;;t
It was under the impression of these massar{resf et
the Deputies of the new or; third Aﬁsemb}y. o e
Revolution, known to histgry as The _,ouv&.izon:
w '?ﬁti-;s‘l’arliame[:t\.was to be at first the actugl,*%itg;
the nominal govérning power iii Franc; (ilurmfe i
three critical years that followed; years W _fs:ﬁ‘;:?retﬁere_
military salvation of the Revolution, amé}xl Wi nlmcratic
fore permitted the est;ﬂbhsl}ment of the de ;
i in modern Exjrope. Ly
EXII): r:r;znctmmzo Septpi:mbfar that t}}e Convelntm:frﬁf;
for its first sitting, which was held in the pa }?i?gﬁfﬁés
Tuileries. During the houfs of that day, Wd S
electing its officials, choosing its E_‘Jpeakc:l: an o aston:
tHe Frénch Army upon the frontier, to 1tsdcat ,SSi0ns
ishment and to that of its enemy, manal.gn:1 | to o
check at the cannonade of Valmy the allie mv:l in t-he
Upon the meftow the new Assern‘llnlly tﬁg Al
ridifig school (the Manége), where the (e pes
Assemblies had zsofsat. It was about tobSeP R
that day’s sitting when one of the mem! e:fsv%teg e
the abolition of Rowalty; Fhe Conventio b
reform unanimously and chspersed.. o o
On the third day§22 Septc_ember, 1tt_wasard Sl
the public dbguments should hencetorw ,

1 The legend that Danton was connected with theﬂ?r?‘fg?:
is b fi egn insufficient ‘historical ifoundatlorxl.  her g
5 asle ec?)nd- or third-hand stqries 10 SUEPOthi‘; e
(s:?i'g;apzsitive evidence.f b}foﬁ}i’;ifg:w:; f]!ulsr:ice which, it hgs
i the J A :
Do ity pooved by D, Rabiet v lon 27 3,8

i i Danton’s oW 2

oTrd“:z}tE chi ;:::11:1‘:11; story that the I*“ede:-ialiszi :ﬁelzga;sae;ll‘;ag
togkt/‘flrr:lin thg massacres, the modern slt:ng o eteanible
attentrion; it has been dest'roy:}?epwmﬁggcgar aph of Pollio and
documentary evidence in th Z

Marcel.
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date ‘Firs

solemnity on the occasion ; the ides

= novel and untried ; there: was as ye

any save‘“the monarchic

not until the title “R,

mitrds politigal liberty,

as it were, for the vitto

_qReP‘ubl\jp:ag_ name acqu

France, that strong and
has since retained.

* The check given to the inysaders at Valmy (again to
the “dstonishment of both soldiers and statesmen !)
determined the campaign. Sickness and the difficulty
of communications made the further advance of the

nvaders impossible, They negotiated for and obtained
an unmolested retreat, arid a few weeks later thiey Had
T€-crossed the frontier,

Meanwhile, in Paris the great quarrel had begun
between the Municipal and the Natigaal Government,
Wwhich, because Parjs was more decided, more revolu-
tionary, and, aboye all, more military in temper than,
the Parliament, was destined t) terminate in the victory
of the capital. The Girondins still stood in the As-

Sa1mbly for an ideal republic; a republic enjoying to

the utmost limit indiyidyal liberty in its citizens and

_the.autonomy of local gbvernment in gvery city and
~~Parish; but opposed to this 1deal, and far more national,

Was that of the o

of the revolutionary extremists, called in the

Wwere capable of French victories in
the field, These stood for the old French and soldjerly
) rang central Governme;t, wherewith
to €arry on the life-and-death sfruggle into which the
Revolution had flOW entered: therefore they conquered.

t Year D{ the Republic’fbut there was no
a of ‘No King’ was
t no enthusiasm for
form of government. It was
epublic’ began te connote in men’s
rty, and had bzcome also the flag,
rious national defence, that the
ired i’ our Europe, and frox}l
almost religious force which it

P

e—

('J' 93 [:

; and
that auturmg the quarrel b%geenhl"fﬁﬁes of
g i f: :emained doubtful, for_ fougt ihz WYattle of
Ii;m%]{e ublic under Dumougiez wot?_*rn fraatier and
Jemappcs, swept across e oati another Frénch
’ ek S0 =
. ium§,while to the sol iez hirgelf
OccqudeEtdr%é%t ;1} to the Rhme’%uglﬁgfii};crely
army swi A aigh unde
hat a camp ixed in charac-
knew well enough’t s so mixed in charac-
; and with troops S0 3 e nd
Liriels ?th}l sliasr:f, them so undisciplin€d, }g?liuzlic
fatally, But vntil the advent of the s
ia;?ni};;x was Rot inStrECtﬁzl' upol?a\tf?e;;sed suddénly
: seemed to : ade
revomtmngr?en‘zgrof the national territory ti:;;‘l‘:s i
e thch ekin and the aristocratic Golve e, was the
i % thgsiasm, and enthusiasm a 0::1 A
Eu,fOPB‘P tl—:g moment. Violent decrcese ds T
%;jarc;tion of Fraternity (WEICIEI;‘;C;id the opening
: struggling to be rights to
w1thhallsp¢13$13clli (e."cigi%ect violation ol trez;ya ]_;irtner)
th"t(? Erclgland among other nations, W
which )

i f all, the

i L oment; chief act of :
et 0{‘; t:l (i ;I;t the bar of‘the Parlmmerét.
King was put upon his tria the King had already

o 1 up9r11 4 Ifﬁf“é%l&?{’;s( Day), that ﬂ;es hcgmuﬁ
ki w%'uorildé.is moved that th?—scnte'li‘llfe A
Ronghine all]‘.'le cople foriratification. Bk e
B irleii;ieintc?rj thfﬂ anything else f:)k;l:)z; ; e
e anuary
b p??s;ngllztm‘l\:lfeiher t}}? 'K_.ing I}\agngezr}
PUF to tlfle Pa; l?ring ;gainst oublic hlz,)er%any i
S C?ln peneral safety of the State .l.led Y
e egn abstained: none rep‘; At
abs‘;?;ve"tn?her?:ogdemnation of Louis wag
Itleecgmlical’ly alanost a uqamn'}‘ogi one.

The voting on these grave 1
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eswas what the French ™
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call ‘nominal’; that i
‘by name’-to “::S lfsl’- each memtber was called upon
Opinio;i as weng-fe 1s vote—and an expression of
*  appeal te the if he se) chose. A second attempt to
¥ - the third qugsgg'gp ]ehwas.’rgejected by 424 to 283. On
Peilialty, B W ich was the rlecisive one of the
a bare majo;’it choiﬂd be found /6 vote, and of these
.minority, of \3}10 53 declared for déath as against the
‘conditinpalls om some votxd for the death penalty
A reSPiEe rﬁfﬁz_lthat s, not at all—or voted “against it.
January 1793 atoasg by a majority of 70; and on 2I
wasf\‘guillotinéd, out ten il the morning, Louis XVI

S o f :
- come $ followed war with England, with Holland, and

wit in - 3
inevitablizurle’ﬂind F Imost at that moment began the
Eruption up to tthRth.e fl_llhtary tide. For the French
Palatinate, haq € Rhine’in the Low Countries and the
which to depend n?) permanent military basis upon
after the Kip ’s + Jumouriez began to retreat a month
a decisive defgeatexecmloon: and on ‘13 March suffered
followed by that d%t Neerwinden. It was this retreat,
irondin atterm tlsaSterr which ceciled the fate of the
o, di\’idually,nand lscaﬁo foundl a republic ideally, in-
(L% ;;‘NeerWi'rlden Y free. Already, before the battle
Minister, byt stﬂ‘{vas fought, Danton, no longer 2
tha ., Convention T £ most poverful orator in the
-f-h;0U‘tnf:ason-_’ali:c.opc.sed Aalspecial court for trying cases
tionary Tribyp allé,rt which was later called ‘the Revolu-
the way for 5 eprn The news of Neerwinden prepare
form of goyer stronger ineasure and some exceptiona
already fo'rmtglerflt ; a opecial Parliamentary committee
Strengthened i, or the control of ministers Was
and doybe Ty, ™ 00 5 April, after some negotiation
wd RepuinE:’t hollllm}tl)unez, despairing of th,; armies of the
and to restoreg ¢ S aIlyrhiS forces with the invaders
»Ore order. His soldiers refused to follow
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him; his treason was app::rent; upon the morrow the f
Convention nominated. that first ¢ Gotnmittee of Public
Safety’ which, with its successor of the same ngihe, was
henceforward the true despotic and military centre of
revolutionary gmé‘ernment'."qlt was granted secrecy in
deliberation, the ‘virtual though® not the theoratic’
control of the Ministry, sums of monly for secret
expenditure, and, in a gord, all the machinery neces-
sary to asmilitary executive. Rousseaws- D:ziator had
appeared, the great mind which had given“te Contrat
Social to be the gospel of.the*Revolution had also fores
seen one of the necessary organs of democracy in its
hardest trial ; his theory had been proved necessary and
true in fact. Nine membars formed this firsssScanee
mittee: Barére, who may be called the clerk of it,
Danton its genius, and Cambon its financier, were the
leading names.

With the establishment of this truly national and
traditional thing, whose form alone was novel, but
whtse power and method were native to all the military
tradition of Gaul, the Revolution was saved. We have

® now chiefly to follow the way in which the Committee

governed and in which’it directed affairs in the great
crisis of the war. Thi¢ sixth phase lasts for nearly
sixteen months, frgm the beginning of April 175 w0
28 July 1794;and it is conver;iient to divide those sixteen

months into fivo divisicas: s

* VE
FROM APRIL 1793 ‘TO JULY 1794

The first division of this period, which ends in the
height of the summer of 1793, is the -gradual con-

solidation of the Committee as a fiew orgai: gf govern-
ment and the peril of destruction which it runs, i

H

-

a
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common with the nation it goverrs at the hands of
allied E:urop.e_ c,

Theszcond period includes part of August and all
the rest of 1793, and the first seven months of 1794,
du_l‘_u‘ti_,f which time the Cofumittee i, successful in its
mtitary effort, the wation is saved, and in a manner
curiously drimatic and curiously inconsequential, the
martial régime of the Terror abruptly ceases.

The flzst weo in the consolidation of the power of

t};e CO{Tfﬁffr:tBe was their letting loose of the Commune
@t Paris and the

i populace it governed against the
Girendins. Zh s .28
qukEd at merely from the point of view of internal
et g

{upon which most historians have concentrated)
the_attack of the populace of Paris and their Commune
agamst the Parliament seems to be no more than the
end. O.f the long quarrel between the Girondins with
their ideal federal republic, and the capital with its
]l?sﬁ;ncf for stfqng cerlltralized goverpment. But m the
Ofg Pu%]'thg military Sltu.at'ion, of which the C.omljn.;tee
their blllc' afety were vividly awarg, and which it was

SIness to control, a very different tale may be

told.
t_..“:’hen the defeats began the Parliament had voted 2
¢ of three hundred thousand men. It was a mere

Vote which came
=d still less in
=y ) SySte
substitutes yag
war. '

24'1]:?1;15 law, of conscrifition had been passed upon
i \f}lllary. The date for its first application was, 11
Whic)}rl bl 48, fixed for 10 March. All that coustry

@'vers the estuary of the Loire, o the north

th, a ountry whose geographical and

o very ljttle: not enough in numbers
moral, for the. type of troops recruited
m’ of money forfeit and purchased

wholly heneath the task of the great
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political peculiarities r.leeq not here detz.a.u_lc‘v;zf, Tbll:;

which is still curiously individual, began to rcs;;,h. 0%

decree was unpopular evedywhere, of ';!o rsz,tﬂed

military service is everywhase unpop;lar ﬁw R1 a ;ﬂmono g

population. But hiare it had no ally, for the e\il e

and all its works wtre grossl}f unpopular as well. o

error of the Civil Constitution of the (_Ilergy -:v:lv it
powerful factor in thi® revolt. The ‘P!@typ'fntional
orthodox{g of this district were and dare 8X .s,perha ;
Some such resistance in sqmc,,such quarter was p '11‘;31;
expected: what Wasnot, expected was its mull
success. A ;

Four days before tlhe (f_gfeat (c));f gzzmiies 11;5:}:;;_
and four days after the decree i
villages, a horde of peasantry }lllad ta::tno})f}i?sesﬁistrict,
the town of Chollet in the southern patt - st
Vendée. Three days before the Comrmtftee c(ni o
Safety was formed the insurgents had dedeatet . E:ath
forges at Machetoul, and h:};l I?rg:iil tlheﬁuthe et

ir prisoners. The montl O , wh (

o giettcg of Public®Safety was first finding its ;ea'lt in %}tllee
saddle, saw the complete success of thet:_ ie 1(13 :,;;ilitary
forces sent against them yvere worthless, for al R
effort had been concentrated upon the frontier. Mans

of them were not éven what we should call militia. A

4 to have moved from
small force “af regulars, A 10 ¥ tack, Thouars.

Orleans, but, before ‘they cou
P:ri}ﬁay and Fgntenay fell into tge po“éertgintg}iz
, ‘ ance

bels. These posts aﬂ'ordesllan,g vanced
11-"‘iag}(:'csinto the rggularly admihistered tcrr}toryﬂofkilzie
Republic: the great town of N‘antes_ was iclalutlan u—;
Even in such a moment the Girondins still clung
théir ideal:éan individually free and loc“a“{lz autono-f-
mous republic. It is littlegwondf-r that !:he t&mper‘_’%?
Paris refused to support them, of their influence o
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5 Alament, and we . 4 -
new Cammittee su; can easily understand how the

o That Pported Paris in its revolt.
the com::'j’aiizlt?:;k placc-‘;_,n- 31 May. The folrtces under
‘deputation of th s capital did not march, but a
arrét of the | ;-QSGCUQUS of Paris demanded  the
debating hall cading Girondins./ The body of the
mittee of Pu[:f-a $ invaded bx the mob. The Com-
betweeﬁi;}?;rzé{ . d Safety pretended to compromise
recently ﬂ};;l s::; the P arliament, but a ci‘ocument,
pathy was wih ’hsumc’."?.ntl-y proves that their sym-
indéed, to put th the Parisian”attack. They proposed,
__of the Assemb] ?arme.d force of Paris at the disposition
" That day nyt'};Ehat 18, in their own hands.
Parliament ha; Ing of moment was done, but the
the capital, O Emved of no strength in the face of
had begun‘. T?]Z ¢ frontier the advance of the fnvaders
relied for jts def, great barrier fortress of Valenciennes
Famars, The ence upon the neighbouring camp of
pelled to EVacUiarﬁson of that camp had been com-
upon 23 May, a edlt by the advance of the Allied Army
before the he,a ; thf’ugh some diys were to be spent
emplaced \{a]evy- artillery of the Austrians could be
of its besi,egers nc'tls;lm €s was henceforward at the mercy
- before, . ons had ri
: &nld t;e El;:;:z;ad been hégvy ﬁgILat?n ;15:’: F hzhla?yaclli?;:
town hall andm'% had. combiﬁﬁd and had carried the
PDEIected Muni 'EStabhshed an ipﬁurrectionary and
immediately qf¢e pal Govérnment. Such news, coming
his time tHe p T 31 May, roused the capital to action.
the Parliament arisian forces actually marched against
o .dema}‘d for the suspension g.‘tthe
33008, Mauch has b trondin deputies wa¢.made under
1ans, to make of th'e&E written, and by the best histor-
: 18 successful day a mere conquest by

» THE PHASES o
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the Commune of Paris oves the Parliament. '!:‘hough
Barére and Danton both protested°in public; it was in

99

t conguered with Pariss’ To the

twenty-two names that the, forces of Paris had listed,
seven were addid. The great Girondins, Bsissoty,
Vergniaud and the.rest, were not®indeed impriscsed,
they were considered <under artest in their houses’.
But the moral authorly of the Convention as an
administrative machine, not as a legistative one, was
broken on this day, 2 June 1793. Paris,had ‘ostensibly
conquered, hut the master who was stronger than evex
and whom Paris had’ served, was the Committes of
Public Safety.

This first Committee of Public Safety endurcu w
10 July. In the midst of such a war and of such an
ifiterna? struggle the Convention had voted (upon
the initiative of the Committee of Public Safety) the
famous Constitution of ’93, that prime document of
democracy whisls, as though to mock its own ideal,

hes remained no more than a written thing from then

_until now. Thereiz will b2 found universal suffrage,
therein the yearly Parliament, therein the referendum,
therein the elected Exccutive—a thing 1o Parliament
would ever give us to-day. The Constitution was
passed but three weeks after the successful insurrection
of Paris. A fortnight later sill, on 10 July, the first _Of
the Committees of Pubii¢ Safety was followed by“is
SUCCESSOr. ; " :

All this while th¢ Vendeans were advancing. Nantes,
indeed, had held out against the reuels, but ds we shall
see in a moment, the Republican troops had not yet
made themselves good. The rebellion of Lyons was
fOf{trifying itself, and a week later was tc, execute the
Radical Chalier. Marseilles was rising. L2 10 July
the Convention summoned to its bar Westermann,‘tnk,

reality their politics tha

~
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friend of, Dan
24 ton, who had j
hands of the westers rgbI;Ia: Jush euifered defeatiatitie

° It is well to
A ks note at hi :
ind 1S point on
1vidual, factors which d'}telimine thee (;it;h;); esgaiasll

Danton—t

égihi'alizatige master of all that first rovement towards
e ﬂegotiai’d the.man who had m.de 10 August, who
had determined e russians after Valmy,who
against Ekle Git upon and forn'ed a central goven;ment
health wag ébn:ndﬁl anarchy—had broken down. His

. e W, H . :

10ment he had tired himée?f%ﬁ?t R

rI‘.l].e re d
newing of hi 3 :
~ was thrust oyt 1s Committee was proposed: he

TUOTNNL the oldﬁé);n th? e, ffhoice. Barére remained
sectarian CaIvinistmm itte¢ with the new. A violent
among the bravest dPﬂStOr, Jeadbon , Samtandg
aries; Couthon aafn_ most warped of the Revolution-
a still more i;lti e _Of Robespierre; Saint-Just,
enormously coy mate friend (a young, handsome

; rageous and decisive«man), enter_'cd:

w1
ine, the new Committee.

ef.rl::;: hErsdto the number of n
een days ]a
one of the r};ninoter’ on 27 July, Kobespierre replaced
Precisely a year t r members thus chosen. He had
efore the toadern live, and it is the moment for fixing
Robespierre ik mmd. the nature of his career.

,__t_f_l’e eyes of the“:is at this moment the chief figure in
ff:\iolutionary fi rO“vrd’ and Wwas soon to, ‘be the chief
st point, Theg-zl'.g o t}}e eyes of Europe: that is the

ar less genera] econd is of equal importance, and is
never destined tg brecogniied. He was not ar,ld was

. 3
aryAS OVerniuent, €, therchief force in the revolution-
to the firg -
E t :

Position fros, 1, 5‘;:;;; Robespierre had attained this

stances; first. glose CeOWing combinationyof circuia-
1€ had beep ¢

2 :
* :12 ?lj the revolutionary personalities,
aliy before the public eye from the

a
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beginning; he had been a fnember of the first, Parlia-
ment of all and had spoken in that Parliament in the
first month of its sessions. Though then obscure in
Versailles, he was already-avell known'in his province
and native town of, Arras. F p ¥

Secondly, this position of his in the public eye was
maintained without a ﬁbreak, and his position and
reputation had increased by accumulation month after
month for the whole four years. No She-slss was left
in the political arena of whom this coudd be said. All
the old reactionaries had gone, all the moderate_meh
had gone; the figures of 1793 were all new figures—
except Robespierre; and he owed this continued and
steady increase of fame t0: .

., Thirdly, his conspicuous and vivid sincerity. He
was more wholly possessed f the democratic faith of
the Contrat Social than any other man of his time: he

had never swerved from an article of it. There is no

befter engine for enduring fame than the expression
of real convictions. Moregver—

o Fourthly, his"spgeches exactly echoed the opinions
of his audience, and echoed them with a lucidity which
his audience could not have commanded. Whether he
possessed true eloquence of not is a matter still debated

by those who are acholars in French letters. But it is

certain that he had in his own time all the effects gf a
i “was precise_and

great orator, though his manner,
cold. X

Fifthly, he was possessed_of a_consistent body of
doctrine: that is, he was nét only convinced of the
general democratic creed which his cofitemporaries
held, and he not only held it unswervingly and un-
cdruptedly; but he could supplement it with a system
of morals and even something which was the &dumbra-

tion of religion.

"
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noESI};;lt’iz‘ ge i oS such characters always can, but
intensell."’ { 0, gather round themselves, a group of
e szﬂ :I';floted persotial admirers and supporters,
> ’Sé'nt::fust: was the youns; andsple?didlycourageous

Whi::hwania;helfomblggtion Of au tﬂefse thingS, I say,
public e Robespicrre the chief personality in the
Saf ye whcgn he entered thie Committee of Public

] dly 1793.

_ast‘“’;fgt it be noted that, unlike his follower Saint-
possii;,ssed ;f: £ inely Unl!k_e Danton, Robespierre
whigh it is i Fa (.)f those military qualities without
tc,vcif s mlsl}tmpossab‘le te be responsible for government
the act of_r' l‘:ry. nation—especially if that nation be in
Public Safet ar: and SUC}} a war] The Committee of
Robespierrey was the Cagsar of revolutionary France.
His popula s a member of that Caesar was hopeless.
the Corf;lmiz:ty was an advantage to his colleagues in
Sk Wasee, but his conception of 4ction upon the
for leadershi Rasus, per§on3|, and futile. His ambition
ambitionts I[P; it e}fls’ted, was "suBordinate to his
democrati 0 be the saviour of his people and of their
of those fc cxperiment, and he hal no comprehension
ordinate dllnc.tmns O'f leadership by which it can co-
nigire, th et?! and impose a plan ‘of action. Robes-
a C:I}t,to e::e é)re, In every crisis of the lest year we are
pressed t]:;;1 ¥, ¥izlded to his colleagues, never im-
irony of hjs f. e BT led them, and yet (it was the
men and b'Y t;?)w‘:s:g- Imf_glned by his fellow country-
the master of them ;llflg Governments of Europe to be

The first weeks after

mittee of his appearance in the Com-

a rll'n"le-:u?orl‘f:ihc Saf=ty were the critical ~eeks of tae
onary -novement. The despotic action

of Pari g 3
tis (which I have concluded to be secretly sup-

v
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ported by the Committee)* ‘nad pr wpked insurrection
upon all sides in the provinces. ormandy hzd pro-
tested, and on 13 July a Nofman girl stabbéd Marat
to death. Lyons. as we fave seen, had Been some
weeks in revolt; Marseilles had rebelled in the first” °
week of June; Bopdeaux and the whole dspartment of
the Gironde had of cougse risen, for their men were at
stake. Later Toulon, the great naval depot of France,
revolted: a reactionary municipal prm?incial. Govern-
ment was formed in that port, the dittle boy im-
prisoned in the Temple, heir to the kingdom, wa
proclaimed under the title of Louis XVII, and before
the end of August the Engljshand Spanish fleets had
been admitted into the harbour and an excellent
foreign garrison was defending the town against the
national Government. f
Meanwhile the Allies upon the Belgian frontier were
doing what they could, taking fortress after fortress,
ang. while May'én%e was falling on the Rhine, Valen-
ciennes and Condé were capitulating on the north-
o eastern border, and portion of the Allied Army was
marching to besiege Dunquerque. The insurrection
in Vendée, which had bgoken out in the parly part of
the year, though checked by the resistance of Nantes,
was still succgssful‘in the field. °
It was in the month _of August that a successful
effort was made. Carnot, who soon proved the military
genius of the Revglution, entered the Committee of
Public Safety. On the 23rd of the month a true levy,
very different from the futile and insuﬁiciegt}y applied

1 On p. 403 of my monograph on Danton (Nisbet, 1899)
the f‘feadﬂr fvi:l;l find Xn unpug’glighed report of the Committee
of Public Safgry, drawn up immediately before the destruc-
tion of the Girondins on 31 May. It forms, in¥™v Vview,
conclusive evidence, read in tae ligkt of their other actions,
of the Committee’s determination to side with Paris.
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attempf:- of the spring, wad' forced upon the nation by
a vote ‘in Parliament. It was a levy of men, vehicles,
animals and provision, ahd soon furnished something
c‘}not far shdrt of half a millidis soldiers.- With September
the, tide turned, the first victory in this crisis of the
struggle, Heondschoote, relieved Dunquerque in the
early da;is' of September. By mid-October a second
and decisive .victory, that of Wattignies. relieved
Maflbeu'ge.‘ 'I:j'ons had been taken, Normandy was
E:TlﬁEd long before; by-the end of the year Toulon
§ reoccupied, and at the same-time the last cohesive
force of the Vendeans destroyed.
wnRut meanwhile the erisis had had a double effect,
moral a.md material. The moral effect had been a sort
of national madness in which the most extreme
tmh:?’surlfs were proposed and many of them carr.icd
£ ugh with W_hat one may call a creative audacity.
¢ calendar itself was changed, the week itself
;bohshed, the months re-named and re-adjusted.
FCh an act suifﬁciently symbolizes the mental attitude
of the Revolutionaries. They were determined upon
a new earth, .
aﬁg;lll;efle went with this the last and most violent
e 13;011 Wh'at was believed to be the last rem.nants
Tty lolicism ln‘the country, a hidéous persecution of
it ri‘e Priesthood, in which an uncounted number of
\I:iols:iedle%hund% the rigoyrs of transportation or of
e -nf : lf reprisals against the-rebels varied from
tloe e e ment awf}xl kind to cruelty that was
) sane, and of which the worst examples took
P ‘}C‘e at Al'fi%s and at Nantes.
Courl:tra”t}:hlé turmoil the governing centre of. the
: if"-h;;.i‘;’b : ommittee of Public Safety, cot only kept
5 ut used th_eaepom_mus forces of the storm for
; Purposes of achieving military success, under that

1
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syste}n known as ‘the Terr@r', which was for, them no
more than martial law?and an engin% of their despotic

control. OF the two thousand and more that passed o

before the revolutionary tsibunal and werg executed
in Paris, the large majority were those whom }hﬁ,,x"
Committee of Public Safety judged to b, obstacleS to
their military poticy; and most *were men or women.
who had broken some specific part of the martial code
which tht Government had laid dowh., Some were
generals who had failed or were suspected of treason;
and some, afong the most conspicuous, were politid
cians who had attempted to check so absolute a method
of conducting the war. S L
Of these the greatest wi§ Danton. Before the end
of 1793 he began to protest against the system of the
Terror “he believed, perhapsthat the country was now
safe in the military sense and needed such rigours no
more. But the Committee disagreed, and were ev1c‘]ence
available we should perceive that Carnot in particular
détermined that such opposition must cease. Danton
and his colleague:s—-'?hcludixfg Desmolulins, thf: _]ournal-
ist of the Revolution ,and the chief publicist who
promoted the days of ]u}’y 1789—were exgcuted in the
first week of April 1794. ;
Parallel to this action on the part of the Committee
was their sudlen attack uponymen of the other extreme:
the men whosue violengé, excessive even for that t‘{rx}e,
threatened to provoke reaction. Hébert was thc.a chief
of these, the spokeg'man of tht: Comumune of ]zans; and
he also perished. : 1
Meanwhile the Committee had permiiited other
persecutions and other deaths, notably that of the
Qlﬁcﬂen. A spne policy would have deman.ded that she
should be Eept a hostage: she was sacrificed .to_the
desire for vengeance, and hitr head fell on the same day

.
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th:;h}:}k:ét-h;jg"lfw? ba‘!tlc of Wattignies was won.

T thegs 2 sister, MAdame Elisabeth, was

e e me pdsions, and with her must be
proporgion of the victims whose

“radestruction co
_ uld Jbe no part of the Committee’s

schem ¥
ancien:,hzlg:‘:gr:};:eedecl_ purely from the motives of an
S ough in the case of fhany of these who
L etion hoc.l:at:c birth or of influence through their
sibility, of -thn_"t_eas_y to determine how fat the pos-
Bave [od ®r intrigue with the foreigner may not

5 :h them to the scaffold! f

et ot foipaciod e s e
execution of D ook, through April, that is, after the
to the end Ofa]ntfﬂ,througl? May and June and almost
ticular promine uly, Robespierre appears with a par-
admitted upo ncl:le. Fads or doctrines of his“wn dfe
notably hisf'elril the Statute Book of the Revolution,
the immortal; glous dogmas of a personal God and of
ality of the soul. Nay, a public solemnity is

arranged in hono !
priest therein, TE; SHELeh matters, and he is the high

Was never greater:
perhaps,  diminishj
appreciate how fa
were failing, It

inthe ?u{nbprs t}-lat shared it were,
3 tli;s t 1s_cerfain that he did not
s supports of his great popularity
1 ferta_ln that he saw only the increas-
Committce still 1. -his o immediate foflowers. The
an ncrease of th bsed him"a§’ their tool—notably for-
for the firgt ti,:l TFrml_' in June, but it is possible that
attempt some sgr-tt? 1'1? a-d th.ese months he began to
we know, ior ingt of atthority within the Committee:
Wwho was eagi] hance’ that he quarrelled with Carnot
In the Pasg :he strongest man therein, ’
_priyata “policy wiil\:ai liiff:lmitted him to indulge a
general milj ' cid not interfere wi
. miljtary plan. He Syas largelytizf;sns‘;‘;t, ;I;i

intensity of the idwlatry he received

_ eager for his removal.
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through his own judgemerit but frygm his desire to
voice opinion, for the trial and execution of the Queen.
He had temporized when Dinton was begifihing his
campaign against the Terrc? at the end of 1793, and it
i an ineffacable blot upon his megory and his justly,
earned reputation for integrity and sincesity, that he
first permitted and thgn helped towards Danton’s
execution. We may presume from the few indications
we have that he protested against it’ in"the secret
councils of the Committee, but he had yielded, and
what is morej since Sajnt-Just desired to be Danton’s
accuser, he had furnished Saint-Just with notes against
Danton. Though it was g‘]grgomm'ittee who were
morally responsible for the extreme extension of the
Terror which proceeded during those last few months,
Robespierre had the unwisdom to act as their instru-
ment, to draft their last decrees, and, believing the
Terror to be popular, to support it in public. It was
this, that ruined” him. The extreme Terrorists, those

who were not yet satiated with vengeance, and who

_hated and feared’a popular idol, determined to over-

throw him.

(o]
The mass of those who might be the next victims

and who, knowing pothing of the secret councils of
the Committee, imhgined Robespierrs to be what he
posed as being, the master of the Committee, were
JIn his fictitiovs character as the

in the State, all the growing

supposed chief power ‘ ' : .
rror was €irected against his

nausea against the Te

person. Py
Coincidently with such forces, the Committee,

whom, relying upon his public position, he had begun
to ‘hterfere «with, and probably to check in their
military action (he certainly, had a‘tempted unsoc-ecs-
fully to save certain lives against the dec'sion of his
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C‘?ueagﬂ_lts)g dete}n}incd tl’ be rid of him. The crisis
came m the fourth week of July": or as the revolutionary
calendar*'then went, in tie second week of Thermidor.
He was hwwled down in tite Parliament, an active and

“%¢lever conspiracy had organized all the latent forces

of opposition to him; he still so trusted in his popular-

<~ ity that the scene bewildered,him, and he was still so

be]oved' a.nd so ardently followed, that when at that
salhe sittimy He was outlawed, his brother sacrificed
himself to follow him. $aint-Just was included in the
entence, and his strict friend Lebas voluntarily
accepted the same doom. 5
' ’iifghat. followed wasot first a confusion of authority-
the espierre was put under arrest, but the governor of
himprislon to W}}lch he was dispatched refused to receive
fter e and his sympatRizers met in the Hoétel de Ville
after the fal‘l of darkness, and an attempt was made to
sg::)voke an msurretztion. There are many and cOnfased
bmo‘ll‘:’lts t}?‘f what lmmf:diately followtd at midnieht,
for Ro% INgs are certain; the p?,$UIace refused to rise
i is;_nerre, and the .Parlia enf, with the Com-:
easil hzd lt; back, organized an armed force which
Hﬁtgl q2 %? better ?f the incipient rebellion at the
At ille. It is probable that Robespierre’s
e nt?.edei to the procl#mation of insurrec-
in that he did not complete it, and
C Ll
fl:feeik:iem: 1:]1; that,he would noteact againsf‘ all his own
he sat tﬁopular‘ sovereignty and the general will.
signature s:.tilﬁre P the paper before him and his
Parliament b m}ﬁ"‘sﬂed, the armed force of the
Merda aime(;l TSt into the room, a lad of the name of
and shot him ;1 Pllféo_l from the door at Robespierre,
L thisssion s o : Gio (The evidence. in favous of
fled and we onciusive.) Ofchis companions, some
ére captured, some killed themselves, most

- —
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were arrested. The next dai;;, the roth Thermidor, or
28 July 1794, at half-past seven in thélevening, Robes-
pierre, with twenty-one others, was guillotingd.

The irony of history would have it that the fall of
this man, which was chiefly due to his interference with
the system of the Terror, broke &l the moral foree”
upon which the Terror itself had gesided ; for men had

imagined that the Terro? was his work, and that, he °

gone, no excuse was left for it. A reactian began which
makes of this date the true term in that asgending series
of revolutionary effort which’had by then discussed,
every aspect of demociacyy succeeded in the militury
defence of that experiment, and laid dewn, though so
far in words only, the basis cf'¢iie modern State.

> o =

CHAPTER V

THE MILITARY ASPECT OF THE
4 - REVOLUTION

THE Revolution would nevershave achieved its object:
%n the contrary, it would have led to no less than a
violent reaction against those principles which were
maturing before it broke dut, and which it carried to
triumph, had not the armies of revolutionary France
proved succeseful in the field; but the grasping of this
mere historic fadt, I mean-the Success of the revolutiosi?
ary armies, is unfortundtely no simplé’matter. o
We all know that ms a mattes,of fact the Revolution
was, upon the whole, successful in-imposing ‘its view
upon Europe. We all know that from that sz2ccess as
from a germ has proceeded, and is still praceeding,
modsrn society. But the nature, the cause and the
extefit of the/military success which alone made this

possible, is widely ignoreé and ‘still more wideély *

]
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misunderstood. No othel signal military effort ‘f"'_hmh
athievdd" its obfot has th history ended in military
disasterqt-yet this was tke case with the revolutionary
wars. After twenty years of advance, during which

MO
- the jdeas of the Revolution were sown throughout

UiVestern civilizatidh, and had time to take root, the
armies of the Revolution stumbledinto the vast trap
or blunder of the Russian camipaign ; this was succ?ede
by the decisive defeat of the democratic. armics a:_
Leipsic, and the superb strategy of the campaign © 1

21814, the brilliant rally of what is called the Hundre
Diys, only served to emphasiz< the completeness o8 - 5
apparent failuse. For that masterly campaigh bk

~~followed by Napolé@ri'sZxst abdication, that bnumnli

rally ended in Waterloo and the ruin of the Eree
army. When we consider the spread of Grecian culter®
over the East by the parallel military triumph ©

Alexander, or the conquest of Gaul by the Roma%

armies under Caesar, we are omet bY POI{PI-_
phenomena and a political success no more stri.-8

than the success of the Revolutipn, The Revolutio”

did as much by the sword as ever did Alexander o:
Caesar, and as surely compelled one of the great

transformatfons of Europe. ‘But the fact that the gr e;e
story can be read to a conclusion of defeat disturbs t
mind of the student. g

e . . ‘ Of
“®“Apgain, that element ratnl«to all accurate study

military history; the imputation of civilian virtues a
motives, enters the min- of the rezder with fatal facility
when he studies tfié reyolutionary wars. <he
He ic<empted to ascribe to the enthusiasm of
troops, ray, to the political movement itself, 2 sort t](:e
miraculous power. He is apt to use with regard £
_ Tevolutionary victories the word ‘inevita.’e’, which
ever it applies to the reasoned, willing and conscio®

o
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action of men, certainly appli‘t‘ls least of all to mén when
they act as soldiers. ° o\ g g

There are three points which we must carefjilly bear
in mind when we consider the military history of the
Revolution. : o .

First, that it succeeded: the ReVolution, *regarded®
as the political mosive of its armiesy won.

Secondly, that it succleded through those military <
aptitudes and conditions which happesed to accom-
pany, but by no means necessarily accompanied, the
strong convictions @ad the civic enthusiasm of the,
time. v B LA

Thirdly, that the element of chance, which every
wise and prudent reasoner wiil very largely admit into
all military affairs, worked in favour of the Revolution
ifthe critical moments of the sarly wars.

With these points fixed, and with a readiness to
return to them when we have appreciated the military
story, it is well to begin our study by telling that story
britdy, and upon its most general lines. In so doing, it
will be necessary to sover hee and there points which
have already been dealt with in this book, but that is
inevitable where one_is Wwriting of the military aspect
of any movement, for it i¢ impossible to déal with that
aspect save as a living part of the whple: so knit into
national life isthe business of war.

- -
® v -
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When the Revolution first approached action, the
prospect of a war between France and any cther great
Power of the time—England, Prussia, the Empire, or
let 18 say Russia, or even Spain—was such a prospect
as might hate been entertained at any time during the
last two or three generations’of men. T

I
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For pretty well a higndred years men had been
accusfomed to +h» consideration of dynastic quarrels
supportyd by a certain tx pe of army, which in a moment
I shall describe. 9

.. Lihave called these quarrels dynastic; that is, they
“were mainly qua.rels between the ruling houses ©
Eu-rope: were mainly motived by «the desire of each
ruling house to acquire greaer territory and revenue,
and were limited by the determination of all the ruling
houses to maintain certain ideas inviolate, as, for

,y/Anstance, the sacredness of monar:hy, the independence

oy 1n dividual States, etc.* Though they were in the
main dynastic, yet in proportion as a dynasty might
represent a unitea natiof;-they were national also. The
English oligarchy was in this respect peculiar and more
national than any Eurcpean Government of its titfic:
. » als.o true to say that the Russian despotism ha
I.Dehm.d it, in most of its military adventures and in a
1ts spirit of expansion, the subconscious agreement ©
the people. 25
Still, however nations, the wrars of the time Pré”
Ced}ng the Revolution moved within a fixed framewor
oL ideas, as it were, which no commander and 10
diplomatist dreamed of exteeding. A, the crown®
head of a State, would have some claims against ®»
the crowned head of another State, with regard t0
ewtain territories. C, the' crowned head or Gover?”
lIE;?st lc;f a third State, would remain neutral of ally
thene v elth_‘?f..nﬂ the two;if he allied 'hunsel ?
stror;g:f 8 rule, it’ was with the weaker against th‘i
2 oy in order to guarantee himself against 100 B¢
would brealtgm the part of a rival. Or, agaiP, a rebelllort
of his domin'om .agalnst the power of A in son‘l(i_l’a
the al 1ons; then would B, somewlist reluctantly
almost unlimited right of an existing executive

\
\
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was still a strong dogma in 16&11’5 minds), tend to ally )

himself with the rebels in ortler to diriinish the;power
of A. °%

~ Human affairs have always in them very' strongly
and permanently inherent, the character of a sport:
the interest (at any rate of males)“in the )cgnduct o
human life is always largely an interest of seeing that

certain rules are kept, and certain points won, accord- -

ing to those rules. We must, therefq,re,‘ beware of
ridiculing the ‘warfare of the century preceding the
Revolution under thz epithet’of ‘a game’. But it is_

" true of that warfare, @nd®honourably true, that®it .

attempted limited things in a limited gnanner; it did
not attempt any fundamerici cundfige in society; it
was not overtly—since the Thirty Years’ War at least—
aStruggle of ideas; it was conducted on behalf of known
and limited interests for known and highly limited
objects, and the instruments with which it was con-
ducted were instruments artificial and segregated from
th€ general life of nations.
These instruments were vshat have been called the
¢professional’ armies. The term is very insufficient,
and, in part, misleaginé. The gentry of the various
Powers, mixed with whém were certain “adventurers

~ not always of gentle blood, were the officers that led

these forces; and for the major part ‘of the gentry in
most European countries, th nﬁlita;’y career was ¢Lo
chief field of activity. The men whom they led were
not a peasantry nof a working.class, still less a civic
force in which the middle elass would find itself
engaged: they were the poorest and the least-setfled,
some would have said the dregs of Europeanlifs. With
the cxception here and there of 2 man—usually a very
young manéwhom the fabled romance of this hard but
glorious trade had attracted-and with the exception of

(\
»
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certain bodies that followid in a mass and by order the

rélics &f ‘a feuddl lordshib, the armies of the period
immedidtely preceding fne Revolution were armies of
very poof men, who had,sold themselves into a sort

.Ml‘),f servm@e often exciting and even adventurous, but
fiot, when we exarine it minutely, a career that a free

man would choose. The men were caught by economic
necessity, by fraud, and irf other ways, and once
caught were beld. No better proof of this could be
found than the barbarous severity of the punishments

~attached to desertion, or to minor-forms of indiscipline-

So held, they were used for tiie purposes of the game,
not only in whnt would make them serviceable instru-
ments of war, but ai86 ifi“¥hat would make them pleas-
ing to their masters. Strict alinement, certain frills
of parade and appeararce, all that is required in"a
theatre or in a pretentious household, appear in the
military regulations of the time.

I must not in all this be supposed-to be belittling
that great period between 1660 and 1789, during wihich
e art of war was mosti-choroughly thought out, the
traditions of most of our great European armies ﬁxB_d»
::md t.he permanent military qualities which we still
mhe.nt developed. The mén so caught as private
solt.:llers could not but enjoy the game when it was
?cf.wely played, for men of European stéck will always
€y the game of war; théyvinok glory in its recit
and in its memories; to be a soldier, even under the
sex:wle conditions of +h- time, was’a proper subject for
P;‘l_C!e, a}nd it is further ¢0 be remarked that the excesses
3' Cru‘e_;_’y discoverable in the establishment of their
] al:ttigm:‘:g--were also accompanied by very high and
th g examples of military virtue. The behaviour ©

e, English contingents at Fontenoy affoft! but oné ©
many examples of what I'mean.

0
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Still, to understand the wars of the Revolytion we
must clearly establish the copy¥rast between the s¢-called
professfonal armies which prectded that moveraent and
the armies which the Revotution invented, jised, and
bequeathed to the modern world. R 6

So also, to revert to what was sald above, we must’
recall the dynastic®and limited chéracter of the wars in
which the eighteenth century had been engaged; at®
the outbréak of the Revolution no other, wars were
contemplated by men. 1) e S

Had you spoken, ¥or instance, at any moment ipn,

1789, to a statesman, whéthér of old experience or only
introduced to political life by the-ney movement, of the
position of Great Britain, he wodld at once have dis-
cussed that position in the terms of Great Britain’s
recent défeat at the hands of France in the affair of the
American colonies. Had you discussed with him the
position of Prussia he would at once have argued it in
connexion with«Prussia’s secular opposition to Austria
and the Empire. Had you asked him how he con-

‘}sidered Spain, he wduld havk spoken of the situation
,* of Spain as against France in the light of the fact that

Spain was a Bourbog monarchy allied in blood to the
French throne. And so forth. No true statesman
imagined at the time, nor, indeed, for, many years, that
a war of ided$, nor even, strictly speaking, of nat:’qf:.f,
was possible. Even when such a war was actuallg"m
process of waging, the diplomacy which attempted to
establish a peace, tifle intriguestzhereby alliances were
sought, or neutrality negotiated, were dependent upon
the older cofiception of things; and the historian is
afforded, as he regards this gigantic strugglé;-fieironic
satjsfaction of seeing men fighting upon doctrines the
most uniférsal conceivable and yet perpetually
changing their conduct during the struggle according

<
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to con&:g*ptions v&:holly pa'ticular, local and ephemeral,
and sotn to be 'én'{irely swepttaway by time.

THE FRENC

Y Napelron himself mist needs marry an Lustrian

~ archduchess as part of thicold prejudice, and for years
\"“:;,Prau;s as, excellent as Danton’s or Talleyrand’s con-
jecture the> possibility of treating now England, now
Prussia, as neutral t§ the vastattempt of the French to
destroy privilege in European society!
One may siy that for two years the connexion of
the revolutionary movement with arms had no aspect
_/oave that of civil war. True, whtnever a considerable
change is in progress in society/the possibility of foreign
war in connexion with it must always arise. Were
some European Stat¢, for instance, to make an eXper’”
ment in Collectivism to-day, the chance of foreign
intervention would ceftainly be discussed” by the
promoters of that experiment. But no serious danger
of an armed struggle between the French and any ©
their _nCigthurs in connexion ‘with the poli§iCal
experiment of the Revolution was imagined bY
mass of educated men ir’/France tself nor without the
boundaries of France during those first two years- And,
I epeat, the military aspect of these years was confin€
to civil tumult. Nevertheless, that aspect is not £ be
neglected. The, way in which the French organizes
their civil war (and there was always «Smething of 1*
present from the summer of 1989 onwards) prOfoundl‘y
affected the foreign war that was to follow: for in thelr
11_111 tﬁ}‘nal struggles g~... masses of °Frenchmen becam®
d?scﬁuﬁf?d to the physical presence, millions to the
" S.Slbcln; of arms. i
It is,"as"we have scen in another part of this book,
;::peated and conspicuous error to imagine that the
ha nIevglutlonal'y nutbreaks were not meév sufﬁClenﬂ’Y
y by royal troops. “On the contrary, the toy

z
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troops were used to the utmojit and were defeated. The
populace of the large tdwngd and ospecially of Paris,
provedJitself capable of milt Ary organizatioss, and of
military action. When to thés capacity had bgén added
the institution of the militia called the National Guard,
there were already the makings of a natibn wholly’
military. o A e

Much in this exceptional and new position must be ©
ascribed té the Gallic character. It may pe said that
from the fall of the Roman Empire to the present day
that character, has baeen permanently and of its owns.
volition steeped in the experience of organized fighting. h
Civil tumult has been native to_it, the sisk of death in
defence of political objects has been equally familiar,
and the whole trade of arms, its necessary organization,
its fatiguies and its limiting conditions, have been very
familiar to the population throughout all these cen-
turies. But beyond this the fact that the Revolution
prepared men ia the school of civil tumult was of the
firSt advantage for its later aptitude against foreign

_Powers. ° B

o

7

It is always well in history to fix a definite starting-
point for any politicagl development, and the starting-
point of the revolutionary wars may easily be fixed at
the moment when. Louis, his queen and the royal
children atterfipted to escape to the frontier and to the
Army of the Centre vifder the cogmand of Bouiié.
This happened, as we have seen, in June 1791.

Many factors corribine to mali=-+hat date the starting-
point. In the first place, untilethat moment no actual
proof had béen apparent in the eyes of Effropean
monarchs of the captivity of their chief exé 51ar; the
king of France: 3

The wil€ march upon Versailles, in the days of
October 1789, had its parailel in a hundred popular”

X
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tumults, with which Eurfipe was familiar enough for
centur}s\;q. But ¢ho rapidy succeeding reforms of the
year 1780, and even tife great religious blunder of

1791, hid received the #signature and the public

™ ,assert ofithe Crown. The Court, though no longer at

“Versailles, ‘ryas spléndid, the power of the King over

.. the Executive still far greater than*that of any other

“organ in the State, and indefinitely greater than that
of any other vndividual in the State. The talk of
captivity, of insult and the rest, the outcries of the

_/-emigrants and the perpetual coriplaint of the French

royal family in its private réations, seemed exaggerated,
or at any rate nothing.to act upon, until there came the
shock of the King’s' attempted flight and recapture-
This clinched things; and it clinched them all the more
because more than one Court, and especially that ©
Austria, believed for some days that the escape had
been successful.
Again, the flight and its failure put the army into
a ridiculous posture. Action against the Revolution
was never likely, so long ZFthe discipline and steadin€ss
of .the French army were believed in abroad. But the
Chlef_ command had hopelessly failed upon t!lat
occasion, and it was evident that the French-speakin8
troops could not easily be trusted by the Executive
Gro vernment or by their own commangders. Further
rm%e,. the failm-?__ of the fligh?deads the Queen, with
her"vivacity of spirit and her rapid though ill-forme
plans, to turn for the-rst time tothe idea of military
mtir}f.‘%{‘tion- Her letters suggesting this (in the for™
of a thftat rather than a war, it is true)’do not begt®
untf'L i her capture.at Varennes.
F“}anY » coincident with that disaster was the eoelt
cvachtion of a Repuplic, the open suggestion that the
King should be deposed? and the first definite an

\

]
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public challenge to the pri}il}ciples of monarchy which
the Revolution had thtowgddowndbefore Eurape.

Wef are, therefore, not strprised to find:.that this _
origin of the military mo®ement was folloyed in two
months by the Declaration of Pillnitz. o » =

With the political nature of that Derfaration orfe
must deal elsewlere. s military character must here
be observed. A4S

The Dieclaration of Pillnitz correspongled as nearly
as possible to what in the present day would be an
order preparatory tgmobilizing a certain proportion.sf
the reserve. It cannot Witil justice be called equivalent
to an order calling out all thg;esex;yg\s.pstill less equiva-
lent to an order mobilizing upon a war footing the

_forces of a modern nation, for such an action is tanta-

mount Yo a declaration of wat (as, for instance, was the
action of the English Government before the South
African struggle), and Pillnitz was very far from that.
13111: Pillnitz was certainly as drastic a military pro-
Ceeding as would be the public intimation by a group
of Powers that the resgfdes had been warned in
connexion with their quarrel against another Power.
And it was intended to be followed by such submission
as is expected to follow upon the threat of superior force.

Such was the whole burden of Marie Antoinette’s
letters to heér, brother (who had called the meetir}}g at
Pillnitz), and such was'Thé'sense in which the polititians
of the Revolution understood it. i

All that auturSn and wis*er the matter chiefly
watched by foreign diplomatists and the clq_agest of
French thifikers was the condition of the& ﬁrench
forces and of their command. Narbonne's & puinitment
%sthe War Office counted more than any political move.

umourigz’ succession to him was the event of the
time. Plans of campaign were drawn up (and promptly
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betrayed hy Marie Antoinette to the enemy), manifold
occasiond) for actlial host®+ies“were discovered, the

.~ Revolutics, challenged thé Emperor in the matier of

the Alsatian princes, the Erdiperor challenged, through

> Kaunitz, the Revolytion in a letter directly interfering

with the intémnal affairs of France, and pretending to a

_right of ingérence thefein; andfon 28 April 1792 war

was declared against the Empire. Prussia thereupon
informed the French Government that she made
common cause‘with the Emperor, and the revolution-

 _f=5struggle had begun. d

The war discovered no Serious features during its

first four months® soglaw gyas the gathering and march
of the Allies; but the panics into which the revolution-

ary troops fell in the first skirmishes, their ‘lack of,

di§9ipline, and the apparéht breakdown of the Fren(fh
military power, made the success of the Invasion 1
Force, when it should come, seem certain. The 1n-
vading army did not cross the frontier until more thant
a week after the fall of the alace. Longwy capitulated

at once; a week later, in ¢ last days of August, the

great frontier fortress of Verdun was summoned.
capitulated almost immediatel¥. o

. Two 3 s

: sz 2 SepfembqryVerdﬁtn Wasentered by the Prus-
sians, and a little outside the gates of the town, n€ar 4
village bearing the nare-of Regret, the allied camp Wwas
fixed. Rather more than® week later, on the 11th, the
Allies marched against the line of the Argonne. b

The réauér will remember that this moment, ¥t
the loss of the frontigr fortresses Longwy al;_d Verdug;
gnd the evidence of dgmoralization, which tha'ﬁ"afforde :
was also the snoment of the September massacres 28

q

\ )

A

\\ q
THE MILI'!‘HRY-ASPECT’ 4
of the horrors in Paris. Dumouriez and the mixed
French force which he cqg%nanded%ad beep ordered
by thd Ministers of War to hdl _
against which the Allies Yere marching. 4nd here it

I2I
2

is well to explain what was meang in a H’"./l;',&mf}" senﬁe a
/

by this word ‘line’. &

The Argonne % a loflg, nearly®straight range of hills
running from the south northward, a good deal to,tIfe
west of north. ° o :

Their soil is clay, and thoygh the height of the hills
is only three hundregl feet above the plain, their escarsy,

d the line of the.Argonne _¢& T

——
o

ment or steep side is®tolvards the east, whence’ an =

invasion may be expected. ,""I‘;’@e\y___ﬁ_‘r"epdensely woodefl,
from five to eight miles broad, he supply of water in
.them is bad, in many parts undrinkable; habitation
with itd provision for armies and roads are extreme.ly
rare. It is necessary to insist upon all these detaﬂ.s
because the greater part of civilian readers find it

difficult to urderstand how formidable an obstacle so

comparatively unimportant a feature in the landscape

may be to an arfly upgn®the march. It was quite
imgossible for the g};n_:the wagons, and 'therefore the
food and the ammunition of the invading army, tg
pass through the foresf over the drenched clay 1and
of that wet autumn save where proper roads existe 1
These wereanly to be f‘“j“f} wherever a sort of nigura
pass negotiated the rdnge. ©,

Threi of these passeg alone existed, and to this fili‘Y
there is very little"choice in tke-crossing ohtes et

he accompanying sketch Wil explain the1‘1:_' d‘ls‘E}?Sl};
tion. Throfigh the southernmost went the gre?t li
road from the frontier and Verdun to Faoks. n; - )

iddle one (which is called the Gap of Gran )

umourifz was waiting with his incongruous artys
The third and northern ne was also held, but less

&

o
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strongly.; The obvious inarch for an unimpeded
invader would hatecbeen fom Verdun along the high

% road, thro!i[gh the southegﬁt pass at ‘Les Islettes;, and

so to Chdlons and on td” Paris. But Dumouriez,
- 2 ¥ 1 o
2 '
Y >
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Afgonne arfd the i({Z‘czi'mcmaa’e at Valmy, September 179

0
= set an

marching down rapidlys from the north, Iilnadhiﬂlsel
advaliced guard to hold that pass and was bying

with €.or ;35 of the armqy on the pass to the north ¢
at  Grandpré. =

o . 1 ceat
marched, and meanwhile the Austrians Wﬁle re forced:
the further pass to the gorth. Both W

Prussians

Grandpré the tackilly

Against

) ,

THE MILITIQRY-ASPECT" 123
Dumouriez fell back southward to St. Mgnehould.
Meanwhile Kellermar®n Vg% coming up frpm Metz
to joig him, and all the witle the main p3ss at ‘Les _
Islettes’, through which tRe great road to Yaris went,
continued to be held by the Frenc'h.‘ el -
The Prussians and the Austrians _]OU'A forces ¢h
the plain known®as the§Champatne Pouilleuse, which
lies westward of Argonne. It will be seen that as they’
marched ‘south along this plain to me¢t Dumouriez
and to defeat him, their position was a peculiar one:
they were nearer thg enemy’s capital than the ene ’\
army was, and yet the} hdd to fight with their backs
to that capital, and their engmy_the French had to
fight with their faces towards it.."‘M%reover, it must be
-femarked that the communications of the Allied Arm
were néw of a twisted, rourmdabout sort, which made
the conveyance of provisions and ammunition slow and

difficult—but they counted upon an immediate

destruction ofsDumouriez’ force and after that a rapid
arch on the capital.

On 19 September

and immediately- behind which was the village of

Valn}y; fror,_ this village the €nsuing action was to
takev 1ts name. It musfhefe be insisted upon thatBoth

Communications were
onditiona’of the roads.

On the morning of that"'day, 2.6 Septe.mber, a mist

#
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impeded Jall decisive mqvements. There was an
encounteg, half fascident, tween an adyanced

_S.. French hatery and the efiemy’s guns, but it wis not

“s" until mid$norning that thé weather lifted enough to

N

#which the French forces weik gfouped. Atonem

show eachaforce Its opponent. Then there took plz_lce
a actionl:% rather a cannonade, the result of which
is more difficult to ekplain, pbrhaps} than any other
?drﬁiderablc action of the revolutionary wars. For
some hours thesPrussian artillery, later reinforced _bY
the Austrian, cannonadeq the French position, having

£ac jts central mark the windmill of Valmy, round
oment
ect upon the Jimbers an

f The French; there was a0
embered 33

this cannonade wtogk
ammunition wagons
explosion which all eye-witnesses have remembere
the chief feature of theefiring, and which certa g
threw into confusion for some moments the ill—assfill't‘f1 :
troops under Kellermann’s command. At what (;ms
this took place the witnesses who have left us accc":3 G
differ to an extraordinary extent. Some will hav
at noon, others towards thee gniddl
so difficult is it to have any acgur
happens in the heat of an action., At an
coincidently with this success, at some e
far removed fromit, the Prussian charge Was P hiefly
and it is here that the difficulties of the historia® €% oo
o e :od home; whetheh
appéar. That charge was fever tarrie ;
as some believe, because it was discovered,h >
ordered, to be impossible in the fce of }11: fher
and jntensity of the Fench fire, of WO e
more_probably the case,

W
ate account ot
Y rate, lf nOt

moment not

because th

Comgf’!llﬁdﬁe commanders to abandon i have beg?
after it had begun—yhatever the. cause E?azi lin
*he Prussian forcé, ghough admiably CiSCF

C i xac
ed, and thaugh advancing in the 100SE S el
]

Y

¢ of the afterno0f— ¢
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failed to carry out its original purpose. It hylted half-
way yp the slope, arfl thW action ¥emained a mere
canncpade without immediate result apparent upon ..
either side. ¥ ; 5

Nevertheless that result ultimatgly‘ turne@ out. to be ~
very great, and if we consider its place in History, quite
as important as ntight hive been the result of a decisive
action. In the first place, the one day’s delay which it
involved Was just more than the caleulations of the
Allies, with their long impeded line of communications,
had allowed for. Inthe next place, a singular incregsg,
in determination and ribra! force was infused into the
disheartened and ill-matched troops of the French
commanders by this piece of Tesistance.

We must remember that the French force upon the

“Whole éxpected and discourtted a defeat, the private

soldier especially had no confidence in the result; and
to find that at the first action which had been so long

_ threatened and had now at last come, he could stand

up to the enemy, produced upon him an exaggerated
effect which it would ngves have had under other

circumstances. i
Finally, we must, yecollect that whatever causes had

forbidden the Prussian ¢harge forbade on the next day
a general advance ggainst the French position. And all
the time the sickness in the Prussian camp was rapidly
increasing. Even thatshort check of twenty-four Iurs
made a considerable difference. A further delay of but
yet another day, during which the Allied Army could
not decide whether to attack at’once or to stand as they
were, very gieatly increased the list of inefficients from
illness. o =

For a whole week of increasing anxiety and increasing
iCfficiency the Allied Army hung thus, impotent,
though they were between the French farces and the
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Couilities vat the time. They then formed a very
wealthy and cherished portion of the Austrian domin~ : .
ions; they had la;terly suffered from deep disaffectit 2 l '

“culminating in an open rvolution, which was due t0 K

1 5 S
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capital. Dumouriez ably entertained this hesitation, BeSes . )
with alljts accumulating fHangers for the enemy, by s E-'%o':: s ik d
prolonged negotiations, @ntil upon 30 Septemter the | d f:@g@ﬁ G t
Prussian &nd Austrjan orglnization could stand the 5 '§§ S8
strain_no bnger, and its commanders determined upon e kg:‘;? ot A
fitreat. It‘}e;as the "g'enius of Danton, as we now know, = -§ 8= ,%_[F‘:'.:__——_" v
that chiefly organized the wifhdrawal of what might $ £ R
%ill have been a dangerous invading force. It 18 4 4 chy m
principally duesto him that no unwise Jingoism was ] o o < &% "=
permitted to claim a trial of strength with the invader, %'é’_ R & : X
that he was allowed to retire with all his guns, his 23 g 'E % e & I
“Cofours and his train. The @treat was lengthy and '5% S %—?:: E%«a S g;»- 4
unmolested, thoygh watched by the French forces that o5 52 3R BIR
discreetly shepheltfedtit But were kept tightly in hand 3c 85 = Sh e 3
from Paris. It was more than three weeks later whefl » 888 Se Leol I S88 E‘.rg S
the Allied Army, upon wshich Europe and the Frenchl §§§’ .E§ 2 g’sr‘\‘ S “?—'«% 2§z°‘
monarchy had counted for an immediate settlement 0 <82 8§ & 28 5Se.s8
the Revolution, re-crossed the frontier, and in s i ) _'géﬂ%;. =
doubtful and perhaps inexplicable fashion the first | - § %:;...% %
campaign of the European Powers against the Revolt- f :?;{} < § %:"’; ~ S
ion utterly failed. w” , / _§"§E § 5"3%% Se ﬁg.-sg
Q o ' QO
2 | o2 g RS
) ree : S5y  Yfgessgs
R 8 2 -
Following upon this success, Dumouriez pressed on *' 3§§ L’:f 35;8:7:
to what had been, from the first momentrof his power €35 g EREN v,
at t3& head of the army, his*pefsonal plan—to wit, the ’ s E@"@S
invasion of the Low Countries. i ““l‘ 7 S
To understan is invasi iled and why Il Ba
d why this invasion failed \ "“ S
Dumouriez thought it might succeed, we must appre” - E““’
ciate tie military and political situatiors of the LoW l) 85 §

>

763, with sites of battles of

> treason.

Bl

y

evacuated in March 1

Femappes and of Neerwinden, and of Dumourie.

Sketch M a'p af towns bd.upied by French in 1792 and
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the Empgror of Austria’s narrow and intolerant con-
tempt of religion. © Fron'&;his"ﬁrst foolish pogiCY of
persecution and confiscation he had indeed retbeated,
but the fetling of the peopl‘:él was still strongly’ qppOSﬁd
to thesGo rmentat Vienna. Itis remarkable, indeed,
aud in part\ue to the pressure of a strongly Protestant
and aristocratic state’ HoIIanJ', to tlie north of th_em,
thaf the people of the Austrian Netherlands retained
at that time, a¢ peculiar attachment to thé Catholic
religion. The Revolution was quite as anti-Catholic
, 2athe Austrian Emperor, but of the persecution of the
latter the Belgians (as we flow call them) knew some-
thing; that of the Jormer they had not yet learnt a2
dread. Tt was, therefire, Dumouriez’ calculation that,
in invading this province of the Austrian POWER) b
would be fighting in friéndly territory. Agai, it Was
separated from the political centre of the empire; It
was, therefore, more or less isolated politic_ally‘, an

even for military purposes communication with it WaS
not so easy, unless, indeed, Austria could count on &
complete co-operation with :Prussfa, which Power hf

been for now so long her ruthless and persistent rival:

Favourable, however, as the circumstances aPpear;e
for an invasion, two factors télling heavily against ¢
French had to be,counted: the firstswas the format.lolz
of their army, the second the spirit of repellion L
anY\;anti—CatholiQ {overnment which had given Su¢
trouble to Joseph 1I.

Of these two factors by far the rfiost importa n
of Gourse, the first., If the French forces had bﬁe
homogencous, in good spirit, and well trained, (e
might havé held whatethey won; as a fact, they Vel
most unhomogeneous, great portions of them were.i r
frained, and, wordt of all, there was no consis=2nt the? at
of ‘subordinate command® Men who imagined

1

nt Was,

e

e

B e

o
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subordinate, that is, regimental, command inany arm
could he erected from Beloz, and ¢hat a fighting force '
could jresemble a somewhg\t lax and turbulent democ- 3
racy, mdrched alongside of and aere actudlly incor--
porated with old soldiers who hag spent t)eir gvhole
careers under an unquestioned discipline, énd undera
subordinate comsand vthich carfie to them they knew
not whence, and as it were by fate. The mere mixture
of two such different classes of men inong force would
have been bad enough to deal with, but what was worse,
the political theories of the day fostered the military

* error of the new battaliofis though the politicians dared

not interfere with the valuable organization of the old.

The invasion of the Low C(untries began with a
.great, Shough somewhat informal and unfruitful
success, in the victory of Jemappes. It was the first
striking and dramatic decisive action which the French,
always of an eager appetite for such news, had been
given since between forty and fifty years. The success
in America against the English, though brilliantly won
and solidly founded, had.n®t presented occasions of
this character, and Fontenoy was the last national
victory which Paris could remember. Men elderly
or old in this autumn of 1792 would havé been boys or
very young men when Fontenoy was fought. The eager
generation of the Revolution, with its military appetites
and aptitudes, as yet had ‘hardly, expected vittory,
though victory was ardently desired by them and
peculiarly suitable %o their temper.

It may be imagined, therelore, what an effect the
news of Jemappes had upon the political world in
Paris. The action was fought just below ‘the town of
Mons, a few miiles over the frontier, and consisted in a
tomewha¢ill-ordered. but successful 2idvance across the
River Haine. Whether because the Austrians, with?an
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inferior force, attempted to hold too long a line, or
because the infartiry and efan tlit new French volunteer
battalions, as yet untried&by fatigue, proved irrepistible
in the cerdtre of the movemént, Jemappes was’a victory
so complite that the attempts of apologists to belittle
1vonly serve to enhance its character.

_ Like many anothér great ind apparently decisive
dction, however, it bore no lasting fruit. Both the
factors of which I have spoken above appeared im-
mediately after this success. Belgium was, indeed,

_ over-run by the French, but in their over-running of

it with something like eighéy thousand men, they made
no attempt to spare, the traditions or to conciliate the
sympathies of the inhabitants. Hardly was Jemappes
won when Mons, the neighbouring fortified frontier
town, was at once endowed with the whole machinery
::)f revolutionary government. Church property was
invaded and occasionally rifled, and the French paper
money, the assignats of which we have heard, poured
in to disturb and in places to ruin the excellent com-
mercial system upon which Beigium then as now
reposed. -

Jemappes was fought upon 6 November 1792.
Brussels was entered mpon the 14th, and throughout
that winter the Low Countries lay ertirely in the hands
o.f tlée French. The Commissioners from the Conven-
tion, though endowing Belgium with republican
Institutions, treated it as a conquered country, and
before the breaking of spring, the"French Parliament
voted its annexation to"France. This annexation, the
determination of the politicians in Paris ‘that the new
Belgian Government chould be republican and anti-
Catho}lc, the maltreatment of the Church in the
occupied country'and the increasing ill disé:pline aftd
lack of cohesion in his army, left Dumouriez in a

o
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position which grew more and more difficult as the
new year, 1793, advaficed, It musty be remembered
that this moment exactly corresponded with the
executiofl of the King and'the consequent declaration"
of war by or against France in the case of tgj-'m: Power
after another throughout Europe.cMeanv.’niIe, it wis
decided, foolishly enfugh, toe proceed from the
difficult occupation of Belgium to the still more difficuit
occupatiofi of Holland, and the siege of Maestricht
was planned. 35k
The momept was utterly ill-suited for such a plan.
Every Executive in the ivilized world was coalescing
openly or secretly, directly or indirectly, against the
revolutionary Government. Thg first order to retreat
_came upon 8 March, when the siege of Maestricht was
seen to Be impossible, and wken the great forces of the
Allies were gathered again to attempt what was to be
the really serious attack upon the Revolution: some-
thing far more dangerous, something which much
more nearly achieved success, than the march of the
comparatively small®force which had been checked at

- Valmy.

For ten days the,F;ench retreat continued, when,
upon 18 March, Dumduriez risked battle at Neer-
winden. His army, was defeated.

The defedt. was not disastrous, the retreat was
continued in fairly good ordér, but.a civilian pofula-
tion understands nothing besides the words défeat
and victory; it can &ppreciate a battle, not a campaign.
The news of the defeat, cominy at a moment of crisis
in the politics of Paris, was decisive; it led to grave
doubts of Dumouriez’ loyalty-to the révolutionary
Government, i¢ shattered his popularity with those
wiio had csntinued to believe in him,iyhile the general
himself could not but believe that the material under
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his command was rapidly deteriorating. Before the
end of the month the acmy ¢had abandonedy all its
. conquests, and Valencienrnes, in French territory, was
reached wpon the 2;th. Tle dash upon Belgium had
wholly failed. 3
‘-»!_&t this \imoment came one of those political acts
which so considerably distdb any purely military
tonspectus of the revolutionary wars. Dumouriez,
at the head of his army, which, though in fetreat and
d,efeqt?d, was still intact, determined upon what
pysterity has justly called treason, but what to his own
mind must have seemed no riore than statesmanship-
He proposed an understanding with the enemy and 2
combined march‘"upoa Paris to restore the monarchical
government, and put an end to what seemed to him,
asa soldier, a perfectly hepeless situation. He ‘certainly
believed it impossible for the French army, in the
v.:eltfar of 1793, to defeat the invader. He saw his own
life in peril merely because he was defzated. He ha
no tolc‘ration for the rising enthusiasm or delirium of
the political theory whick had ser® him out, and, eveR
before he had reached French territory, his negotiations
with Coburg, the Austrian commander, had begun-
fThey lasted long. DumourieZagreed to put the front.er
ortresses of the French into the hands of the enemy 45
a guarantee and a pledge; and on 5 Aprjl'all was ready
for tue alliance of the twé afméd forces.

But just as t”he treason of Dumouriez is, in the
military sense, abnormal and distuzbing to any genera
conspectus of the campaign, so was the action of his
army. .

O'IIi':}ealdqubtful point.of a general command which i3
Eoi L and, may be unpopyfac. with the
'comm]:xdcrsz;m”--”f course, ip the attitede of &7

units, and these unanimously refuse

r L
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to obey the orders of their chief. It was krown that

Dumofriez had been®sumsioned®té the bar of the

Convgntion, which body (~had sent commissioners to -
apprehefid him. -He had arrested the comyhissioners,
and had handed them over as hostages and”prironers

to Coburg. So far from Dumouriez .upon the critical

day handing over‘his forCe to the énemy, or constituting

it a part of an allied army to march upon the capjtal,

he was compelled to fly upon 8 Apfil;eall that dis-

appeared with him, counting many who later derorted

back again to the French colours, was less than a

thousand men—and théle foreign mercenaries.

The consequence of this strange _gassage upon the
political history of the time we {iave already seen. Its

_consequence upon the military history of it was indirect
but profound. The French forces, such as they were,
were still intact, but no general officer could in future
be trusted by Paris, and the stimulus which nations in
the critical moments of invasion and of danger during
foreign war seek in patriotism, in the offering of a high
wage to the men and of honéurs and fortunes to their
commanders, was now sought by the French in the
singular, novel and sbnormal experiment of the Terror.
Command upon the frontier throughout 1793 and the
first part of 1794,-during the critical.fourteen months,
that is, which-decided the fate of the Revolution, and
which turned the tide of arms in fawur of the French,
was a task accomplished under the snotive power of
capital punishment® A blunder was taken as a proof of
treason, and there lay over the ordering of every general
movement the threat of the guillotine.

What we have now to follow is somewhat over a year
of a struggle ‘thus abnormally organized upon the
Firehch side, and finally sucgessful: thyough the genius,
of a great organizer, once a soldier, now a politiciin,
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,S;Titu -Theh.FrenCh succeeded by the unshakable
proceed()‘tr; ‘ﬂ e mitted the political leacers to
T :. ez_ﬂrem‘ty in their determination tp save
enduranc < IE{I’ by.:fhe péeuliar physical pawers of
cL:Jrséa bu};:v . their army displayed, and finally, of
be a d;tex}-rn:'er‘tam aCC'd‘?ntS“—‘fOI' accident will always

TR s ining factor in wal-. i
form thg r?g of 1793 the months of April and May,
i ?t grisis of the revolutionary war. The
absolutel " to'be delivered is universal, and seems
Tiaieh thertam to succeed. With the exception of
Austriansa Jemappes, wheze kess than thirty thousand
in HUmbe::erehbe}Pken through by a torrent superior
ized), no s (tholgh ,even there obviously ill-organ-
armiéS Th;ccess h?d attended the revolutionary
laymar; fad ir conditions was, even to the eye of the
There \’vas 7 andl to the eye of the expert hopeless.
vast lesions Y, apparent in direction, there were
holes torn In the discipline of the rznks like great
forces alr 1;11 ome yrotten fabric. Even against the
POWerlessea Y.moplhzq; againstv it, it had proved
act more ,r? ndllt might bi_? takeﬁn for granted that by an
campaign t;?r y resembling police work than a true
resemblin’ f}:lAlhes would réach Paris and something
remains isgtotfel old order be soon restored. What
tio%‘(‘was dﬁap;é?rgegl_e Process) by which' this expecta-
by ah;lzﬁztlin &t this moment can best be understood
e adVaa tne sketch map onop. 135. Two great
93; the one nces had been made in the winter of 1792~
detailed th'ea northern advance, which ‘we have just
eastern ;d\ra over-running of Belgium; the other an
of Mayence m}:; f ight up to the Rhine and to the town
‘cuiminating oth had failed. The failure i Belgiafd
goin the treasdn of Dumouriez, has been

C]

“ besieged &

©

.
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read. 'On the Rhine (where Mayence had been annexed ;
by thegFrench Parliatmnt (i_ust as Be]gium hid been)

the active hostility of the population and the gathering
of the organized forces of thie Allies had the same effect

as had been produced in the Low Countrieé,
\ 4 @
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Strategic situation in early summer of 1793. DMayence
Condé and VaIenciermesﬂabaut to be besieged. Condi-
tions of the double aavance on Paris.

Tt was on 21 March 1793, that the Prussians crossed
the Rhine at “Bacharach, and within that week the
French commander, Custine, began to fall back. On
the first of April he Gas backagain in French territory,
Jeaving the garrison of Mayence, somewhat over twenty
thousand men, to hold out as best it could; a fortnight
later the Prussians had Surrounded the Town and the
siege had begun. - k

On the north-eastern front, stretching from the

Ardennes to the sea; a sirfiilar sfate of thing$’was

developing. There, 2 barrier of fortresses stood be-
tween the Allies %nd Paris, and a° series of sieges
corresponding to the siege of Rayence in the east had
to be undertaken. At much the same time as the
investment of Mayence, on g April, the first step in this
military task was taken by the Allies moving in between
#héfortress of Condé and the fortres of Valenciennes.
Thenceforward it was the business of the Austrians

4
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¢
d - .
t‘glr:;ucgt}l;rg, Wlﬂ.l the Allies that were to reach him,
; cq the frontjer fon}cssefp one by one, and when

his co icati wi n
mmunications
. ere thus secure, to march upo!

<

'Pal’is. - [

It i » 0.

th l:fu lti'.%re rllfcegsary for the reader unacquainted
B no:aryl‘ istbry to appreciate two points upon
e misleag hljtt]e of contemborary, historical writing
el m. The first is that both in the Rhine
Allies in th%". the Belgian frontier the-forces of the
X s ll;‘ numbers and their organization were

- 0 be overwhelming. The second is that no

~. = COmpete 3
petent commander on thespot would have thought

.

of leavi . :

fortrzsl;ngﬁeplq% him the garrison of even one untaken

becauSe‘the mlffﬁporsant. to insist upon these pointS,
political passions roused by the Revolution

are still
8 S0 strong that men can hardly write of it with-

out iudi A
Preser::te‘;::(:;:e agd b.las., and two errors continually
the spring :fs e descriptions of the military situation in
weakened b ;1793' A first, that the Allies were
active, and y the Polish question, which was thén
mand:ars bef;eco}r:d]y’ that the delay of their com-
Both thtsere the F}'E_nch fortresses was unnecessary-
object of ex 1_aPr,"F"’S‘t"i’nS_'eu'e"pq“t forward with the
of the RevoI;utl'nm.g the ultimate defeat of the enemies
behind them e b‘“h_, however great the authority
Fremzh succes are unhistorical and wofthless. The
military facto:ss b\jvgs a militiry success due to certain
appear in what ‘p;h of design and accident, which will
as all the art ofrD lows. The Allies played their part
Wwere ultimate] gar demanded it to be played; they
of any such y defeated, not from the® commission
strategy as hisﬁ:-o'ss and obvious error in policy ©f
military affajrg rans with too little comprehension ©
ilitary super; ".?bleﬁtlm..es pretend, but from <3
Periority of theifopponents.

i S
)

““brought*against it.

(!

THE MILITARY ASPECT ‘137

It is true that the Polish question (that is, the neces-
sity the, Austrian and Peussian Goverpments were each
under of watching that the other was not lessened in
imporfange by the approagning annexations pf further
Polish territory with the consequent jeaiousy and
mistrust that arose from this befween Austrifi and
Prussia) was a vegy impdrtant fegture of the moment.
But it is bad military history to pretend that this
affected the ailitary situation on the Rhine or in<the
Netherlands. £

Every campaign is conditioned by its péutical

object. The political ohiect, in this case was to march _ |

upon and to occupy Paris. The political object of a
campaign once determined, the size #nd the organiza-
tion of the enemy are calculated and a certain force is
No much larger force is brought
than is necessary: to act in such a fashion would be in
military art what paying two or three times the price

of an article would be in commerce. The forces of the

Allies upon the Rhine and in the Netherlands were, in
the opinion of every authority of the time, amply
sufficient for their purpose; and more than sufficient:
so much more than sutficient that the attitude of that
military opinion which Ead to meet the attack—to wit,
the professional military opinion of the French
republican soldiers, was that the sitdation was desper-
ate, nor indeed was itsatfempted to be met savesby a
violent and, as it were, irrational effthusiasm. ¢
The second poist, the so-called ‘Gelay’ involved in
the sieges undertaken by the Allies, proves, when it is
put forward; an insufficient acquaintance with con-
temporary conditions. Any fortress with aconsiderable
garrison left hehind untakén would 'have meant 'the
desructign of the Austrian or Pregsian communica-
tions, and their destruction at a moment when tht
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°
A;Istrlan «and Prussian forces were actually advancing
over a dgsperatgly hostile_counfry. Moreover, when

., Acting ggainst forces whoIf_ inferior in discipline and
- organization, an untaken fo
.

ress is a refuge which one
THUSt.tak'.PCCUHar Jains to destroy, To throw himse

1gfo such a refuge®will always stand before the gom-
mander of those infegior force® as a Jpst resource. It is
arefuge which he will certainly avail himself of ultim-
ate@r, if it is ag(irmitted to him. And wilen*he has s0
%‘-';34%.1 hims&¥ of it, it means the indefinite survival of
an armed organization 'in the rear of the advancing
lm‘fade‘rs.. We must conclydegif Wwe are to understan

this critical campaign which changed the history of the
world, that Cob&rg did perfectly right in laying siege

to one fortress after Yanother before he began what

everyone expected to he the necessarily stdccessfu
advance on Paris. The French despair, as one town
after another surrendered, is an amply sufficient proo
of the excellence of his judgement. .

We approach the military problem of 1793, theré-
fore, with the followigg ,two elds clear before
us :—

1. In the north-east an advance on Paris, the way 0
which is blocked by a uadrilateral of fortresses : Mons,
Maubeuge, Condé, and Valenciennes, with the subs
sidiary stronghold’of Lequesnoy in the n_ﬁghbourhood
of tl® last. Mons has bkerf irfsAustrian hands since
I?mﬂouriez’ retréat; Condé is just cut off from Valen-
b o by Coblirg’s advance, but has not fallen
V?.lepcxennes and the sneighbouring Lequesnoy i
still intact, and so is Maubeuge. All must be reduce
before the aivance on,Paris can begin. Behind these
fortresses is a French army incapable as yet.of attackite
CObUl’g.’S- comma :..Vlth any hop'e of success, Suck 19
fhesposition ip the last fortnight of April.

e o —eeeeee
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2. Meanwhile, on the Rhine the French garrison in
MayenCe is besieged ; Custime, the Zrench ommander
in that, quarter, has fallen hack on the French fown of ,
Landau,@nd is drawing up what are known én history :
as the Lines of Wissembourg. The accc‘;ﬂlpaglying
sketch map explains thejr importance. Reposing upen
the two obstaclee of the river ¢n the right and the
mountains on the left, they fulfilled precisely the sanfic
functions as @ fortress; and those furctions we have
just described. Until these lines were“carried_f;,tbe
whole of Alsace may be regarded as a fortress defended
by the mountains and tfe river on two sides, and by
the Lines of Wissembourg on the thigd.

A reader unacquainted with military history may ask

P

~.why the obstruction was not drawn upon the line of

the Prussian advance on Pari¢. The answer is that the
presence of a force behind fortifications anywhere in
the neighbourhood of a line of communication is
precisely equivalent to an obstacle lying right upon
those lines. For no commander can go forward along
the line of his advafice and Izave a large undestroyed
force close to one side of that line, and so situated that
it can come out when he has passed and cut off his
communications; for it is by cammunications that an
army lives, Especi'illy when it is marching in hostile
country. L

Custine, therefore, behind his Lines of Wissem-
bourg, and the besieged garrison in Mayence, cor-
respond to the barfier of fortresses on the north-east
and delayed the advance of the Prussians under
Wurmser and Brunswick from the Rhine, just as
Condé, Valenciennes, and Maubeuge prevented the
advance of Goliurg on the north-¢ast. Such in general
val the situation upen the easterp trontier at the end

of that month of April 1793. e
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ALY o8 Four o~ .
gt follow the dpvelopment of the northern
apl:J ::rtlon"t.lt will be remembered that all Eﬁ.-rolpe was
Eutg, at%ﬂmSt the.;Frc_“?h- The Austrians had for allies
Butch foos i e them s s o, and
Y nglish an_d_Hanoveriain troops under the Duke

I York \'avho also joined them.

jncﬁf,‘:ﬁ)ls morment, when Coburg foudfid *himself in
him ﬁas%i ?tl’ength, 3r_te_ntative French attack upon
i waered-and failed. Dampierre, who was in
killed and % au— this French "Army of the North’, was
of the Ir\lTort}:l Ztlp e was sent to replace him. The Army
concentrate i it moty,as perhaps it should have done,
advance: itmto one body to meet Coburg’s threatened
which vs;er Was perpetually attempting diversions
ent. Now C.tu?e.[ ess because its strength was insuffict-
S t1h einted upon the right towards Nan_mr,
ailed in gth € sea coast on the left; and these diversiofs
Coburg, to 7 Ob,JeCt' Before the end of the month,
ke v’vhicﬁw}f himselfelbow rodn, as it were, for tJ}C
rench fi e was preparing, compelled the mail
orce to retreat to a position well behind

Valenciennes.
Il - 4 .
nes. It wasimmediately after this success 0

CObur A :
g’s that Cystine arrived to take command on the

Belgia . s
Hog‘chr; rf(ri?ntler, his place on the Rhine Being taken by

. .6
ustine
Was a very able commander, but a most

unly £
all t}il: Y}_?rnc. His plan was the right one: to concentrat®
ench forces (abandoning the Rhine) and SO

form an ar
m : : ]
Governmedt y\\f;llﬁig ient to cope with Coburg’s. The

sot! tneet hith | inthisyrand he

evoted hi : i -
imself immediately to the re¢organization o

the A
: AL tbﬁﬂ North alone., The month of jars

half of July was taken' up in that task.

T g e e e
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Meanwhile, the Austrian siege work had begun, and
Condé swas the first"ébject of its, agtenticn: Upon
10 ]ul(ir Condé fell. Meanwhile Custine had been
recalled o Paris, and Valenciennes was dnvested. §
Custine was succeeded by Kilmaine, a genera? of Irish
extraction, who maintaingd his position for but a Shogt
time, and was unable while he enaintained it to do
anything. The forces of the Allies continually in#
creased. Phésnumber at Coburg’s disposal free from
the business of besieging Valenciennes ‘Wwas already.
larger than the force required for that purpose’ And
yet another fifteen thousand, Hessian troops marched
in while the issue of that siege was in doubt. This
great advantage in numbers permitted him to get rid

£ the main French force that wds still present in front
of him, though not seriously aanoying him.

This force lay due south-west of Valenciennes, and
about a day’s march distant. He depended for the
capture of it upon his English and Hanoverian Allies
uider the Duke of York, but that general’s march
failed. The distance was toosmuch for his troops in
the hot summer weather, and the French were able to
retreat behind the line of the Scarpe apd save their
army intact. e 9 $

The Duke of York’s talents have been patriotically
exaggerated in many a treatise. He always failed: and
this was among the most signal of his failures. <

Kilmaine had hardly escaped from York, drawii up
his army behind the Scarpe and put it into a position
of safety when he in his turi was deprived of the
command, arid Houchard was taken from the Rhine
just as Custine had been, and put at the $ead of the
Army of the Morth. Before the main French army
had’takenup this position of safety, Valenciennes had
fallen. It fell on 28 July, and its fall, inevitable though”

THP MILITARY ASPECT
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IF."FaS f,md: as one may say, taken for granfcd by
mll}tary (¢pinion, .was much ‘tine heaviest blow yet
deliverad. Nothing of importance remained to block
* the march of the Armies of the Allies, save Maubeuge-

At abatt the same moment occurred three very im-
Fortant changes in'the general military situation, which
the reader must noteif he is to understand what follows.
* The first was the sudden serious internal menace
opposed to the Republican Governmelit; the second
was E‘he advént of Carnot to power; the third was the
English diversion upon Dunquerque.

The serious internal mrnace which the Government
of the Republic had to face was the widespread
rebel!lon which’has been dealt with in the earlier part
of this book. The action of the Paris Radicals against
tl.le Girondins had raised whole districts in"the pro-
vinces. Marseilles, whick had shown signs of dis-
affection since April, and had begun to raise a local
reactionary force, revolted. So did Bordeaux, Nimes,
and other great southern towns. Lyons had risen at
the end of May and had-killed the Jacobin mayor of the
town in the period between the fall of Condé and that
Of. Valenciennes. The troop which Marseilles had
raised against the Republic'\was defeated in the field
only the day before Valenciennes fell, but the great
sea;:lort was still unoccupied by the forces of the
Go?.dr[.lme“t' The Noiman march upon Paris had
also failed between those two dates, the fall of Condé
and the fall of 'Valenciennes. The Norman bark had
prove.d e than the'Norman bite; but the force was
s? nexghbourmg to the capital that it took a very large
Place in the preoccupstions of the time. ‘The Vendean
Defa It\]ough its triumphant advanze .was checkefl
ws still antes a*fortnight before the fall.of Codé,

V1gorous, and the terrible reprisals against it

<
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were hardly begun. Worst of all, or at least, worst "
perhaps, after the re¥adt of Lyons, was the’ Gefection
of Toulon. Toulon rose two days before” tﬁq fall of
VaIenc'aegnes, and was prepared to hand itself over (as ©
at last it did hand itself over) to" occupatida b;Y the
English fleet. z . 3
The dates thug set in their order may somewhat
confuse the reader, and I will therefore summarize
the general fosition of the internal danger thuss® A
man in the French camp on the Scheldr] listening to
the guns before Valenciennes fifteen miles awa¥, and
hourly expecting their silenge as a signal that the city
had surrendered, would have heard by one post after
another how Marseilles still held “but against the
Government, how the countér-attack against the
successfil Vendeans had byt doubtfully begun (all
July was full of disasters in that quarter); how Lyons
was furiously successful in her rebellion and had dared
to put to death.the Republican mayor of the town; and
tilat the great arsenal and port at Toulon, the Ports-
mouth of France upen the Mediterranean, had sickened
of the Government and was about to admit the English
fleet. His only comfort would have begn to hear that
the Norman march on Paris had failed—but he would
still be under the impression of it and of the murder of
Marat by a INorman woman.

There is the picture’of that sudden internal str:ggle
which coincides with this moment of the revoluticnary
war, the moment of the fall of ConG¢ and of Valen-
ciennes, and the exposure of tk=e frontier. )

The secorid point, the advent of Carnot into the
Committee of Public Safety, which has already been
touched upan in the political part of this work, has so
preponderating a military signiﬁ“qaﬂc:: that we must
consider it here also. 3

L
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The old Committee of Public Safety, it will be
réemembtikd, reached the end %of its legal tgrm of
10 July, 1 was the Committee which the WLS@Om ©
Danton Lad controlled. The members electgd to the
new Cosftmittee did not include Carnot, but g:
rqilit&ry genius of’this man was a’rre:'ldY _PUbI“f‘; ot
came of that strong, middle tlass which is the PAY a
wpon which the history of modern Ellfo'Pe tuhmsi;a d
Butgundian with lineage, intensely repu’slican, il P
been returnfd to the Convention and had vote o
the Guth of the King; a sapper befo.re t}l.e Revoh:1 (; m’
and one thoroughly well groynded in his arl;n ?1 o
general reading of military things, he hadhei i
by the Convent®n to the Army of the Nort Ohcd e
mission, he had seen #s weakness and had wa-:Zdiatcly:
experiments. Upon his geturn he was not 1mnform the
selected for the post in which he was to tranzt .
revolutionary war. It was not until 14 Augl
was given a temporary place upon Y
which his talents very soon made Pcrma}?ezéiws an
given the place merely as a stopgep Lol ewas or the
incompetent fanatic, Saint-AﬁdrE, who his
moment away, on mission. But I Hairs WS
admission his superiority i military 2 i
incontestable that he “was virtually 2 dlcfa nization
and his first action after the general lines o O;gspon t
had &eenlaid down by thim was t0 impes ation. He
frorftier armies *tie necessity of Conc-en;rrited from
introduced what afterwards NapoJeon 17 S:_row’. :
him, the tactical ventuse of ‘all upon ong did

It must be remembered that Carnot sin
not lie in any revolutionary discovery ¢ capacity fo
with the art of war, but rather 10 that wast :

. er an AN )
varied detail whizh® marks the organizth, ¢

1 Character-

9 - : e
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understood the contempt for parade, the severity or
brutality of discipline} ®he gonscionsness of jmmense
powers of endurance whichare in the Frenchman when .
he becomes a soldier;—and he ;made use of this -
understanding of his. 2 %o

It must be further repiembered that this powerfel -
genius had behind him in these first days of his -
activity the equally powerful genius of Danton; for 4t
was Dantch aid he who gave practical shape to that
law of conscription by which the French’ Revolytion,
suddenly increased its armed forces by nearly Half a
million of men, restored ¢he Roman tradition, and laid
the foundation of the armed system gn which Europe
to-day depends. With Carnot virtually commander-
in-chief of all the armies, and ¢habled to impose his
decisions’ in particular upon that Army of the North
which he had studied so recently as a commissioner,
the second factor of the situation I am describing is

comprehended..,
®The third, as I have said, was the English diversion
upon Dunquerque. ° e ®

The subsequent failure of the Allies has led to bitter
criticism of this movement. Had the Alies not failed,
history would have treated it gs its contemporaries
treated it. The forges of the Allies on the north-eastern
frontier were’so great and their confidence so secure—
especially after the fall ‘of *Valengiennes—thac” the
English proposal to withdraw their forces for the
moment from Coburg’s and to secure Dunquerque,
was not received with any “destructive criticism.
Eighteen battalions and fourteen squadrons of the
Imperial forces were actually lent to the Duke of York
for this expedition. What is more, even after.that
divéfsion failed, the plan was fixed to’begin again when_
the last of the other fortresses should have fallen:*so
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Llftlfe was the English plan for the capture of the seaport
I8 ’I“WOU‘-’_M by the-commgnde.-In-chief of the Allies.
hat diversion on Dungrerque turned out, however,

_to be an-error of capital importance. The attempt to

captureTthe city utterly failed, and the victory which
accompanied its repulsion had upon the French that
'l‘ndeﬁ‘nable but powerful moral effect which largely
uoptrlbuted to their future successes.

\-\,, 0, ENGLISH MILES e
By G:pc;, 0 20 30 a0 80
NQs,
N A
\p% “
s
e
Conde o“o ~ A
Ve Y iy Mors. e 153
J“ﬁgwpwr%sd,. e%s since ‘Mar

Le Quesno =
snoye/ @ .
about to be besieged / é& Maub’eg.rge_s;m intack
/ i

& (5[] Ter\’;e

(8]

3 59\)

/
78
G
A
Shogwi b
howing condition of the frontier fortresses blocking the r.aag

to Par; ; A
aris when the expedition to Dunquerque, was deciae
A upon. , Aupust. 1793.
(%)

Poggznacc%mpahy ing sketch map will explain th®
Lequesn aleuciennes and Condé have fallens
e ;Y, the small fortress subsidiary to Valen-
the seri’es,aIS not yet been attacked but comes next 1
e when the moment was judged propitioV$
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It must always be remembered by the reader of
history that military sit@atiogs, like the situ tidhs upon
a chess board, rather happen than are dej[gj?le,gl; and
the situatjon which developed at the end of September .
upon the extreme north and west of the Iire which

n
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the French were attempting to hold’against the fllies .~
pEng ga G

was strategically qf this nature. ¢When the Duke of
York insisted upon a division of the forces of the Allies
and an aftatm upon Dunquerque, 3o living c6n-
temporary foresaw disaster. i R Ly
Coburg, indeed, would have preferred the Biigush
to remain with him, 4ndsaskgd them to do so, but he
felt in no sort of danger through their temporary
absence, nor, as a matter of fact, was fle in any danger

through it. 3 ¢
Again{ though the positians which the Duke of
York took up when he-arrived in front of Dunquerque
were bad, neither his critics at home, nor any of his
own subordinates, nor any of the enemy, perceived
fiflly how bad they were. It was, as will presently be
seen, a sort of drift, bad, lugk combined with bad
management, which led to this British disaster, and
‘for the conduct.of the war) to

(what was all-important ,of
the first success in a gendral action which the French

had to flatter and encourage thﬂemsglves with during
all that fatal Summer.

The Duke of York sepératéd his force from that of
Coburg just before the middle of Atgust; besides' the
British, who weres not quite 7,006 strong, 11,000
Austrians, over 10,000 Hanoverans and 7,000 Hessians
were under Lis command. The total force, therefore,
was nearly 37,000 strong. No one could imagine that,
opposed by ,such troops as the French were able to
put’into line, and marching agdirst such wretched

[

defences as those of Dunquerque then were, ¢he

F
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Duke’s army had not a perfectly easy task before it;
and the plan, which wag to)take Dunquerque and
upon the ieturn to join thg Austrian march on Paris,
was reasonable and feasible. g

It is draportant that the reader should firmly seize
this and not read nistory backward ‘from future events.

Certain faults are o be observed in the first conduct
f the march. It began on 15 August, proceeding

frem Marchiennes to Menin, and at «fe ‘outset dis-

pl_qxed that <aeplorable lack of marching power which
thevake of York’s command had shown throughout
the campaign.l From Marchiefines to Tourcoing i
a long day’s march: it took the Duke of York four
days; fmd take“the march altogether, nine days were
Spent in covering les¢ than forty miles. In the course
of that march, the British troops had an opportunity
of learning to despise their adversary: they found at
Lmselle.s, upon the flank of their advance, a number
of undisciplined boys who broke the moment the
GU?.rdS were upon them, and whose phyical conditibn
excited the ridicule of, their assailants. The army
Proceeded after this purposeless and unfruitful skirmish
to the neighbourhood of the séa coast, and the siege ©
D.unquerque was undertaker. under conditions WhiC
zﬁl be clear to the reader from the following sketch

p- i

Tha dite of 20 Augvst .nust first be fixed in the
mind: on that date the army which was to take Dun”
querque was separated into its two component parts:

1 . A L .
suprlé’rgfen?{“,“y 1t should be noted-how true, it is that thid
ot tg“ fary quality is a matter of organization rathef
s s Physical pewer of troops: in the Napoleonic
oo e;::‘:f‘-‘,l'lmg power of the English troops was often
accomplishec%, E‘mal“‘ a2d perhaps the greatest of all feats
tnasching to th ¥ @ small body was that of the Liglt Brig-d-

g to the succour of Wellington at Talavera.

— : — L B [#)

Q -~ 4 ,f:'
THE.MILITQRY ASPECT “149

The first, under the Duke of York, was to naftack t_h_e
town itself; the secBfid, ynder ghe aged’ Austrian
general, Freytag, was to watch the move ent_,,of any _
approa’chjng enemy and to cover the force which was -
besieging the town. Two days later, the DuRe of York
was leaving Furn&, whish he had made his base for .
the advance, and.Freytag had with the greatest case

o
oCoudequerque
(abandoned egrly f
in the operation) S?EM c

° . .
English Miles o
G 1 2 3 ac.- o
Esqus%eque
mmm  York inFront a’gunqwmqg
’s army of
oosnrvacmn-uf.:.'ma&lgu before the Freanch Advance.

withdrew on Hondsch
o,
1 rers 1793,
Operations round Dunguerque. Septetnars 17

@

brushed the- Frefich posts——main%y* of volunteerst;-
from before him, and>was Lgginning to tale undl lelz
flanking positions sfotith and eas;’c of Bergues whiC
covered the siege of Dunquerque. ©

Two days Iatger again, on 24 August, Freytag had
occupied Warmhoudt and Esquelbecque, capturu;g
guns by the dozen, doing pretty v.vell what hc?' Wollh
with the French outposts, and quite surroun in Oe
towd of Bergues. Wilder was his headquagter§£h Ih{:‘
the same day, the 24th, the Duke of York had with the

o

€

o>
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greatest ease driven in the advanced posts of the
Ff'en.ch béfore Dunquerqpe, aiml shut up the enemy
w1th.m_the ‘town, while he formed his besieging force
outside of_ it, entrepched in a position which he had
chosen lseforehand, reposing upon the sea at his right,
his left on the village of Tetteghem. "He was then about
3,000 yards from the fortifications at Dungquerque.

+ Such was the situation upon the dawn of the 25th,
when everything was ready for active opieracions. And
here the reider must look upon the map for what
uftm‘;:'-.:ely. proved the ruin of the situation.

Supposing Freytag round :Bergues in the position
which the map shows; the Duke of York in front of
Dur{querque as the map also shows him; the two forces
are in tm._lch across tlie road and the belt of country
which unites Bergues and Dunquerque. The covering
army and the besieging force which it covers are each
a wing of one combined body; each communicates with
the other, each can support the other at the main
point of effort, and though between tiie one and the
other ?astward there stratches a lisie of marshy country
—the ‘meres’ which the map indicates—yet a junction
betwee'n the t0 forces exists westward of these, and
the two armies can co-operate by the Bergues-Dun-
querque road.

A factor which the Duke of York may have neglected
Was & = power of floodingfall that flat country round the
road' which the French in Dunquerque, being in
Possession of the sluices, possessed. They used it at
tIJ;me: they drowned the low lands to the south ©

unquerque, upon the very day when the last dis-
ﬁ:frl:oir[lz ofethe attacking force were completed. But
Austl:iansl?or;ant—'_ar‘l‘d never yet explained—was, the
e, th a ?ndon_m?nt of Coudequerque,, By “his

» W€ main road itself, standing above the flood,

A

<«

2
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- e
was lost, and from being one strong army the force of
the Aflies became #Wb weak ones., Corimunication
was 1o longer possible Between the Du?(e of York’s,
and Freytag’s territories, and it was of thiseseparation
that the French, in spite of their d;:plorabfe”organiza- ;
tion and more de‘plorabte personnel, took advantages ©

They took advantage of i® slowly. Houchard -
gathered alfogether forty thousand men near CasSel,
but it wad ter®days before they could de concentrated.
It must again be insisted upon and repeated thg_t_, dasge -
as the numher was—it was four times as great as
Freytag’s now isolated®fonce—Houchard’s command
was made up of men quite two-thirds of whom were
hardly soldiers: volunteers both new and recent, ill-

: trained?conscripts and,so forth.® There was no basis of
discipline, hardly any power o enforce it; the men had
behaved disgracefully in al the affairs of outposts, they
had been brushed away contemptuously by the small
Austrian forcg’from every position they had held. With
all his numerical superiority the attempt which Houch-
ard was about to° make wes very hazardous: and
Houchard was a hesitating and uncertain commander.
Furthermore, of the forty thousand rixn.one, quarter
at least remained out of action through the i{leptltude
and political terrar of Dumesny, Honuchard’s lieutenant

upon the right. . L
tember®that the French &uvance

It was upon 6 Se Lyane
began along the whole line; it was a mere pushing in
of inferior numbers by superior numbers, the superior

” themselves inferior "to

numbers perpetually proving
the Austrians in military value. Thus, the capture of
ght skirmish” was at once

old Freytag himself in a night sk :
aveaged bysthe storming of the village near which he
shsd beea caught, and he was re-taken. In aitug}__l
fighting and force for force, Houchard’s command

r
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found nothing to encourage it during these first
operations.* . . @ B

The Austrians in falling back concentrated and were
soon one compact body: to attack and dislodge it was
the object of the French advance, but an object hardly
tosbe attained. L )

What happened was not only the unexpected success
of this advance, but the gaining by the French of the
first decisive action in the long series“whith was to
terzinate twenty years later at Leipsic.

The' army of Freytag fell back upon the village of
Hoondschoote and stood ¢hei® in full force upon the
morning of Sunday, 8 September. Houchard attacked
it with a force greatly lessened but still double that of
the defenders. So cbnspicuors, however, was the . -
superiority of the Austrian regulars over the French
raw troops and volunteers that during this morning 0
the 8th the result was still doubtful. By the afternoon,
however, the work was done, and the.#nemy were 1!
retreat which might easily have been turned into 2
rout. A glance at the muap will sifow that Houchard,
had he possessed the initiative common to so many ©
his contemne-dries, might at once have driven the
numerically iriferior and heavily defeated force (it had
lost one-third of i*s men) to the right, and proceede
himself to cut the communications of the Duke of York
and t¢"destroy his army; whick lay packed upon o
waterless sand dunes where the village of Malo-les-
Bains now stands. Houchard ‘aesitated; Freytag
estaped ; the Duke of York, abandoning his siege-pieces
to the number of forty and much ‘of his heavy baggages
retreated précipitately+through the night to Furnes
right across the front of the French armiy, and escgpe

glestmction. 4 a "t
The Battle nf. Hoondschoote, therefore, as it is called,

Q Ol
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raised the siege of Dunquerque. It was, as.F have said,
the firdt successful d&dsiveactionavhjch the Revolution
could count since the rzoment of its extreme danger
and the opening of the general European war. But it
was nothing like what it might have-been had'Hgpchard -~
been willing to risk aphardy stroke. Houchard #a¥§
therefore recalled, condemned to death, and executed * ~
by the Committee of Public Safety, whose pifiess
despotisti wa3 alone capable of saving the nation. He
remains the single example of a general officer yh=has
suffered death for military incompetence aiter the
gaining of a victory, ar?d bis execution is an excellent
example of the way in which the military temper of the
Committee, and particularly Carnot, refused to con-
sider any factor in the war save those that meke for
military success. ®

Carnot and the Cdmmiftee had no patience with the
illysions which a civilian crowd possesses upon mere
individual acfiens: what they saw was the campaign
as a whole, and they knew that Houchard had left the
armies opposite hirfi intact. @ 4

Perhaps his execution was made more certain by
the continuance of bad news from that“s2are important
point of the frontier—the direct line of Austrian
advance upon Paris. Here, already: Valenciennes had
fallen two months before, and Condé also. Lequesnoy,
the third point of tle barriér line, capitulated®on 11
September, and the news of that capitulation reached

-

-

e
-
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-

Paris immediately ofter the news of Hoondschoote. No .-

fortress was now left between the Allies and the capital
but Maubeuge. Coburg marched upon it at once.
Not only had he that immense superiority in the

quality of his eroops which must be, still insistedaupon,

but numerically alsp he was three to one when, on
28 September, at dawn, he crossed the Sambre above

“ =g
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and below Maubeuge, and by noon of that day had
contained the French army ir 'that neighbourhood
within the lines of the fortress: .

The situation was critical in the extreme: Maubeuge
was il], pfepared tn stand siege; it was hardly pro-
visioned ; its garrison was of vz :ied and, on the whole,
of bad quality. In mexe victuals it could stand out for
but‘a few days, and, worst of all, it had behind it the
continued examgle of necessary and fafal surrenders
vikiizh had marked the whole summer. The orders of
the Corasnittee of Public Safety to its commander were
terse: “Your head shall answew for Maubeuge.” After

the receipt of thaf.message no more came through the
lines.

The reader, if he “be unaccustomed to military . -

history, does well to note that in every action and in
every campaign there is sonfe on¢ factor of position of
of arms or of time which explains the result. Each
has a pivot or hinge, as it were, upon wkdch the whole
turns. It was now upon Maubeuge that the revolution-
ary war thus depended.:*At.sisk of oversimplifying 2
complex story, I would lay this down as the prime
condition. for “%e understanding of the early revolu-
tionary wars: had Maubeuge Tallen, the road to Paris
lay open and the trick was done!—and here we must

¢
11 must<ot, in fairness *o the reader, neglect the great
mass oi opinion, from Jomini o Fortescue’s classic
work upon the British Army, which lays it down that the
Allies had but to n:isk the frontier fortress and to advance
the.u: cavalry rapidly along the Paris roiid. Historical hypo:
thésis can never be more than a matter of judgement, but
confess that this view has always seemed to me-to ignore—=a3
purely military historians and especially foreign ones might
well ignore—the social cindition of ¢ ’93’. Cavalry is the
weakest of all arms with which to deal with sporadic, ub~
organized, but deterwiined resistance. To pass th.rough\"the‘
d-nsely populated roun:ry of the Paris road may be tompared
to thie forcing of an open town, and cavalry can never be

ll-guarded lines of supply. It may_be

f\\ h T oem ’ 2
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consider again the effect in the field of Carnet’s genius.
In the first place*fe had prowidegl nugnbers not on
paper, but in reality ; the Committee, th.rqu_gh=a SIecresﬂ
of the Assembly, had despotically ‘requisitioned’ men,

animals, vehicles and supplies. The levy was a peality. -

Mere numbers then rady, but increasing, had beguz to

pour into the narth-east. It was they that had told at ©

Hoondschgote, it was they that were to tell in front of
Maubeude. © % =
Secondly, as the Committee supphenf the n;cg?fﬂﬁy
initiative, Carnot supplied the necessary perseriality of
war. His own will’an@ oven brain could gome to one
decision in one moment, and did sq, It was he, as we
shall see, who won the critical action. He chose
Jourdap, a man whosg quaint fnilitary career we must
reluctantly leave aside in so brief a study as this, but :it
any rate an amatefir, afid put him in Houchar‘d s
command over the Army of the Northern Frontier,

2nd that command was extended from right away be-

yond the Ardennes to the sea. He ordt’a’{'gd (az;]c}
Jourdan obeyed) the concertration of mer from
down that lengthy lige to the right and the left upc;i:
one point, Guise. To leave the rest of toa frantier we
was a grave risk only to be excused by very rapid action
and success : both these were to follow. The concentra-
tion was éffected in four days. Troops, frg_gx the
extreme north could*nof come in‘_g;.i;ne.. he 'ulnrtnlllii:st
called upon were beyond Arras, with sixty-five miles

of route between them and Guise. This division (w}rlllch «

. 1 hole
relied upon for that, As for the army moviag 8 T
without a perfect secufity in its c(.)mmunl;fa :;(’)mr' be remem-
need not even be discussed; and 1t mus% ufn- S eimcdiate
e e advz}gce a\tjo:g“1 fa]llen upon the
congentration from the north would & T keaFibat Cobur%

ew his business when he sat down before this, the last @
the fortresses. '

&

L §
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shall be typical of many), not quite eight thousand
strong, left .on recejving crders-in the mornmg of
3 October and entered Guise:in the course of the 6th.
The rate of marchipng and the synchrony af these
movemems of imperfect troops should especially be
sioted by anyone who would, understand how the
Revolution succeeded- L

£ second division of over thirteen thousand men
followed along the parallel road, with & similar time
takls, From the other end of his line, a detachment
under 4auregard, just over four thousand men, was
called up from the extreme right. It will serve as a
typical example upon the eastern side of this lightning
concentration. It had been gathered near Carignan,
a town full fourteen miles beyond Sedan. It picked up
reinforcements on the way and marched into Fourmies
upon the r11th, after covering just seventy miles in fhc
three and a half days. With its arrival the concentration
was complete, and not a moment toq -soon, for the
bombardment of Maubeuge was about to begin. From
11 to 15 'October the army was atvanced and drawn
up in line, a day’s march in front of Guise, with 1S
centre at Avesxes and facing the covering army of
Coburg, whicn lay entrenched upon a long woode
crest with the valley of the Sambre upon its right and
the village of Wattignies, on a sort of promontory ©
high iz.d, upon its left. © ~ °

The Austrian position was reconnoitred upon the
14th. Upon the 15th the general attack was delivered
and badly repelled. When darkness fell upon that day
few in the army could have beliéved that Maubeuge
Was succourdole—and it was a question of hours.

_Camot, however, sufficiently knew the virtues aftthe
vices of his novel troops, the troops of the great levy:
stiftned with, a proportion of regulars, to attempt a0
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?;};:;012?;:‘;22 a;}clllng. He marchef:l eight thousand
_night, and 4n the Cfﬁ:)tifl;nqverf{ihls s ‘dun-mg ﬂ'le
-front of the Austrian lef S Ié'th - nght, i

Ko % rian left at Wattignies had by this

versié, become far the strongest point of the whole

v (1

' olipe.

as-?hge;l‘sehm]lft hat rcoverfzd the end of this opétation
e g t'[ ad coverfed its inception, and that mist
e hur;t:h nearly midday. The Austrians upon t.he
heshid ah : o hint of the f:onversion, and Wattignies
renewe.g eld by three regiments. If they expected a
T e attack at all, they can only have expected 1t
T entre, or even upon the left where the French
a s'u‘ﬁ'e.red most of the day before.
anémt}a}lllve- in war i§cessentially a calculation of risks
];\l"lt high initiative the risk is high. What Carnot
%vali:n (1::}3 upon (for Jourdanecwas zgainst the experiment
¥ moY];a'd- those young men through the night,
g dpo’ssn ility of getting active work out of them
r ra day’s furious action, the forced imarches of the
?uif}fl!:mg wee'k and on top of it aX a sleepless night 0
5 chal;- nzarchmg. Most of the men who were prepare
b : on .tgze French right as the day broadened
PRt Q%St lifted on that 26 October, had been on
i 11;_ty1 hours. The charge was delivered, ar
centr: icd-e?ss ud. oS u’}ex_PECted numbets thus €08~
positi:)n h lilél er Watt!gnlt:s rarried that extreme
B of,the the neight, and arrived, therefore, on the
e whote Austrian line, which, had not the
o rol]ede aggressors exhausted them, would have
T whole length. As it was, the
Yo reated vnmolested and in good order
¢ Sambre. The siege of Maubeuge. W2

l‘aised; and the .
o next day the victori Arm,
entored the fortress, y torious Fre‘ncl‘l army

) o ) - »
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Thus was successfully ‘passed the turning-point of
the revolutionary wasms? § e :
Two months later the ,ptier gate of theccuntry was
recové'i?d. In the moment when Maubeuge was?
relieved, the enemy had pierced fhe lines of- Wissem-
bourg. It is Possible that an immniediate and decisive
undepstanding among tite Allies might then have swept .
all Alsace; but such an understanding was lacking. The
disarrayed “Army of the Rhine’ was got into somessort
of order, notably through the enthusiasm of<iloche
and the silent contrgl of Pichegru. At thesend or
November the Prussiaps stood on the defénsive at
Kaiserslautern. Hoche hammered at thefn for three
days without success. What really’sturned the scale
was the floods of men and material that the levy and
the requisitioning Were pouring in. Just before
Christmas the enemy evacuated Haguenau. Landau
they still helds but a decisive action fought upon
Boi&'mg Day, a true soldiers’ battle, determ‘mefl by .the
Dayonet, scitied the fate of the Allies on this point.
The French entered Wissembourg again, and—}'::?,ndau
was relieved after a siege of four months and a display
of tenacity which had’done not 2 Jittle to turn the tide
of the war. s e
. Meanwhile the news had cdme in that the last of

the serious?intefnal rebellions was’ crus}{ed. Toulon
had been re-captured, the English fleet drren §i1{t; the
town, the harbour and the arsenal’had fallen into the

hands of the French largely through the sciencg of a
: in: I have disctased ™ -

young major of artillery (not capta ]
the point elsewhere), Bonaparte, and this had ta];en
place a week before the relief of Landau. The last

een driven from the

confused horde of La Vendée had b

_walls of Granville in Normandy; t& which it had errid
and drifted rather” than retreatéd. vAt Mans op =3 ;
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as i . i . | . . . .
: cut to pieces, and at Savenay on the French line drawn up in opposition to it suffered small®

but continual reverses antil the glose of the month. :

On thegth Clerfayt syffered ?defeat which led to
the fafl, pr rather the escape, of the small garrison of ¢ «=
Menin. ¢ Clerfayt was beaten afain at qurtrai ca
fortnight later; but all these early eRgagements én gmf

23rd, thr
. w?:as destlf::) SSYS Eeiﬁﬂe the great victory in Alsace, it
'desperzife et h dl ong peagant-and-bandib struggle,
through t(iy ardly to be called guerrilla, continued
1€ next year behind the hedges’ of Lower

»

Brittan

e y and of V 4 i

and to the Re\-’olut;e;1 dée, but the danger to the State ; 54

therefore, with th n was over. The year 1793 énded, campgign were gf no decisive gnoment. Tourcoing

terr;tory of the R, ¢ complete relief of the whole ' was to be Ehe first heavy blow that should begin to

‘Bf?l,p}an frods Republic, save a narrowrstrip upon the [ settle matters, Fleurus was to clmch_ them. 1400

DL, ler, complete domination of it by its No battle can be less satislelctorlly “described n @
few lines than that of Tourcoing, O differeng dia it

Caesaz: th s
vthe Committee of Public Safety; with two- s dhe plons
pposite are tne

th.il'ds of a milli : an
The causes of parently secure. what was expecte de,
_Wﬂl e disCUssedt?;d?;:‘der have' beep discussed, and 1 hapfened s0 Conri}-llsled are t?en;ra;[?u:r e:;:;;)lunv:;’s}ﬁ:hf
in the re-creation of a ¢ itely. Primarily, they resided {° COnLEMPOTALICESs :f%accusa_lg R
in the COmbinati a stl’Png central power; SﬁCOndlY, | er a g‘[sastcr, an P Yy
spirit of sacrif on of vast mumkers and of a reckless l
rifice. The losses on the National side :
|

nearly always arise :
disaster overtaking an “allied force, are particularly
monstrous, andymay be dismissed: in particular the
chifdish legend which pretends that the Austrians

Were perpetu .

A]Hesiif: Al:i}; ?ﬁg h}f avily superior to those of the Qesired an English defeat

Shall_ briter un derstar}:d :;111 been three to one; and'W?’ al -° iﬁ?;atilllle Eféichx:;?s-that excellent forcerdaarch-

St i e; ebﬁuel Vi a_pprecmte ing and scientific conce‘;ltrafion permitted& them to

war and the triymph {) c 1§I etween the opening of the ingrandscietfc e el

e : apdieentatiMarcnsos gl forces was eﬁectgd. What the Allies sayeis Uf ey are '
that it was shamefully

speaking for their centre) E K :
d by the two wings; if they

the cenére had no
ahat the two wings

led and .
over seven wounded, on the French side

hundred thousand me;l. K [ i "
abandoned #nd unsupporte
are speaking for the, ‘wings;, that
business to advance, when 1t saW

o

i Tive *

‘-e sto . | . . 2 e, @

Belgian frontier whichtﬂe lmle-'be.it or patch upon the inca acitater-yd bg a fit; Lord Acton has lent his con-

enemy that Cetermined was still in the hands of the sidegbl % autho¥i to, this amusing vercion. At any
It ig not until 3pri1f : t}?e naiire, ofsthe campaign. rate, what h e;Zd was this:

EF‘Peror of Austriy 5 that the issue was joined. (The "Eile A]lii;pllaa along the river Gcheldt on Friday,

o £pril, an reached Brussels on the 2nd day ‘ "16 My ToumZy v}asgtheir centfe, with the Duke of

d
a fortnught later reviewed his army. The
n £ -
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-York in ¢
miles nort(}]lm;n and of the chief firce there; five or six
, down tht river, was:one extremity ‘of their

. line C 1 ’
at a" place ‘called Warzoing: it was 4 body of

 Hanover;,
Was ;S;i;s The left, under the Archduke Charles
A Ton and had reached a place a day’3 ma rcl;
Allics Ty  prey called St. Z:mand.” Over against the
ikt ofyov arge F mncb force also occupying 4 wide
Tovircoing i;enfteer.l miles, the centre of which was
fontress of, ¢ Mg V.luage' Its right wag in front of the
countr north(:rm:lm.' Now, behind the French, up-
line of:the Alli ard in the opposite direction from the
the Allies ﬁndc::SC(l:'n the Scheldt was another force of
right should o ayt: The plan was that the Allied
Allied contr \;lance on to Mouscron and take it. The
Mouveaux afldsta(;;UId -‘advanc? on to Tourcoing and
across the u e thew, while the left should march
the bridges tI;lPer waters ofvthe uiver Marque, forcing
up albngsidn t?lt crossed that marshy Stream a’nd come
be an attacI-: alle lcentre. In other wesds, th’ere was to
and wmi it Wasa S the_ French line from the south,
of the French meceﬂdmgt Clerfayt, from the north
On the day ::‘E:Ii’ to cross the Lys and attack also.
left of the Alii ; I7t}-1 what happened was this: The
half a day late ?ihma-r ching ffom St. Amand, came up
but were beate % nght_ﬂf the Allies took Mouscron,
e Alﬁesenfolut of it by the French. The centre
Toutcoing and j a ﬁl_led «therr programme, reaching
Sar lti neighbourhood by noon and holding
that this succes t 1s to the honour of English arms
of which was E was atcomplished by a force a third
work in whiéh wr itish and the most notable bayonet
Clerfeyt was late as done by the Guards. Meanwhile,
Lys, which lay b ' moving and in cressing the jver
“When ni Y betwéen him and his ObjeCtiVe 3
1ght_tell, therefore, on the first dair f ﬂw
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Tourcoing. 1610 % % Z.F‘rm-*. near Courirat

The breakdown of the attemptf ik Alides to cut qg-th“c i
{;O’;}ni‘?p‘oxai dtgagto::h’,;;oé:;?ﬁ;o;ﬁ;iﬁ%ﬂ“ciuﬂyi J:u‘ C. o
action, a glance at,the ma d
one solid line advancing against the Frenct‘x from ri-to
B, and the “northerrt force in touch with it at F‘,, the
Allied formation was an absurd projeetion 1 the
of the mixed and half-

micddle, due to the success O .
of York: a success which

had not been maintained on t

. British force under the Duke -
rtish, he two wings. A bulgesof

* o

p will shfw that instead oft)

o
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this sort i A
trous. 'Ill?ea:nattackmg line is of1 the face of it disas-
v emy.lt:ave cnly*to be rapid in- falling
Tl o ank of it and t4e bulge can be burst in
by concfri- ‘m*:‘vere rapid, and burst in the bulge was.
Dart os the LAllii.}sg t{lt??of:);ﬁis, ‘agains'c this one central
That 7 ; inree to one.
g tlslle?]et cj:apamt-)' which at Wattignies hada per-
marching, put thscom sleep and to be indefatigable in
the, .morni’n &6 Sﬁm on the road before three-o’clock in
they fe" Up%n theu;day, the 18th, and with the dawn
: gfo‘_n all three side;:;1 = forcf gf'the Allice, 2ttt
tiso : ; s 4
Battle ofn';l(:ilsr;ecou"t that the battle is called the
advanced point tomg’.for Tourcoing was the most
reached. The GO whizh the centre of the Allies had
right at Tourcoi ermans,, upon the Duke of York’s
The Duke of 01? g felt the first»brunt of the attack.
British force, ca ork himself, with 41is mixed, half-
wards, and :th;rle in for the blow irmediately after-
Germanz-pt Tolie 1t was still early morning. The
of York’s force :Cmng begap to f4il back. The Duke
its commander, o the left of them, was left isolated:
But. theé dei'en:ught not to have hung on so long-
gallantry for th ¢ was maintsined with the utmost
possible. The e short time during which it was still
and wa~ keyit oreéreat began about nine in the morning
that oint Ft WI;; erly for.the firss two miles, but after
cannen fled andS a rout. The drivers of the British
th‘"“I‘>rt=.t:i1:>it’at toe guns, left without teams blocked
¢ flight of the cavalry. Their disorder

communicated i
. 1 (
Ty a tself at once to theé Guards, and to the
Everi-in thi :
7in th ;
restored, notalsblde;:?e.rate strait some sort cf order-was
y by the Guards Brigade, which were

apparent] :
A t
i y the first to form, and a movement that

* Allies was not eved late: 1‘t sp

o 0 o9

_ TBE, MILITARY ASPECT
could still be called % retréat was pursued towards the
south.: The Duke of®York himself was chased from
spinney to spinney andeescapeiﬂby"a stsolje of luck,
finding = bridge acros
ment of Hessians. In this wdy were e centzal
columns, who bétweengthem numbered not a third of
the t8tal force of the Aliies, destgoyed. «

Clerfayt had first advanced—but far too late to save "
the centre—end then retreated. The Archgluke
Charles, upon the left, was four hours fat® in naarching
to the help of the Duke of York; the right W‘wg of the

o
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orderly artillery duel with the French force opposed
to it. By five in the afternoon defeat Swas admitted and

a general retreat of the Allies qpdered. !

T have said that many regsons ar¢ given to account
for the disaster of Bouresing, one of the very few in
in which a Briysh force has been routed upon the

Continent; bat,l confess that if T were .asked 'f_or an
1d say that it was s;m_Ply

Sexplanation of my own, I wou JB1C
due to the gross l&ck of synchrony on the gaiiof The
ken advantage of

Allies, and that this in its turn Was ta t
 vigil and of marching which the

French troops, still {nferior in most military charac-
jat1 a__* .
teristics, had develope 1\ ed, and which -
) their commanders knew how
Q ‘

to use. Aoy,
May, in spite of

e heavy blow, delivered on%8
she ly convinced the

a successful rally a week later, firfal

Emperor that the march om Paris Was impossble.
was announced i

Eleven days later, ©n the 29th, it &
the camp of Tournay, upon which the Ailied army had
fallen back, dhat the Smperor had det@rma‘ped to

_ return_to Vienna. The Allied anoy was indeed still
left u'p{on that front, but the French c_ommued to,per :

!

-

s the last brook held by'a detach=" 4

Q
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up against it. It was again their mambers that brought
about the'next and the finalvictbry.

Far off2upon the east of that same line, ‘the army
which is famous in history and in song as thut of the
Saunbre et Wleuse was violently attempting to cross the
Sambre and to turn the linenof the Allies. Coburg
reinforced his right vopposite the French left, but

A

oy B
“vuhquerque  Qudenarde oﬁpusse[s
Ypres June 19t 4 ‘
Tournay®
* Condg fleurus June 26%
Velenciennes® ®Mons Charteroi

~

Landrecies® English, . Miles
o
s b L
Showing q?’ecz of Ypres, Charleroi and Bjeurus in wholly
throwing back the Allies in Fune 1794- :
Ypres captured on'19 June by th o A
the French, they march on™Oude arde and pass ¥
on ,9‘_5.:‘;27_ June. Meanwhile Charleroi }zs also surrendered to the ;g-mc?'
beaten ai F¥-urus agel roenandss the Austrians, bry o relicve it they 47
X ire on CYrusse’-, )
T}';;fm’p:" Efﬂtsh at Tournay and all *he Allied Forces at Condé, Valen
es, Landrecies, and Mons are imperilled and must surrender or 16476
an

numbers'had begun to bewilder him, The enthusiasm

of Saint-Just, the science of Carnot, decided victory at
this eastern end of the line, N

_Slx t'mes’ the passage! of the. Sambre had failed:
Reinfurcements concinued to reach the army, and the
seventh attempt succeeded.

Gharleroi, which is the mair fortress blocking the
_ﬂlajz:tged of the. Sambre at this place, could be, and Was;
Frenc;_ : ;‘:hdal' once t],:\e river was crossed by :‘he
i Cha{x'.l ‘capltulatefi in a week. But the,evacuation
s€vep eﬁol was but just accomplished when Coburg,

*20ty thousand strong, appeared in relief of the city-

B = > @
3
. : S on

:  THEgMILITARY ?_5\51=Ec‘r

Ld
The plateau above he town where the great struggle
was decided, is

Loy

[:] .
W t was
known'as that opF ltémt;s, and 1a e
upon 26 June that the @rmies were etc&egf;g gc]:;_,_ﬁ -
Never before had forces so equal .errmtted t.he rencl y
% i the ccadeless fe- L
any success. It had hitherto been,
o
uisitioning of,men to i _
gnd cct)'mrng.nd, which had accorplished the sala\sraggﬁ c
of the country. At Fleurus, tlllough there b‘:rs ‘{r;re
some advahtageon the French side, thg numbers. 4
more nearly equal. >

i #s, and
The action was hot determined for ten hois, a

* orf the French centré and leff was nearly lost, when o

Reserves’ and Marceau’s obstinacy i gront of Fleurus
village itself at last decided it. he
Tig]e consequences of the victory Wer; ﬁ%‘a:t;nf}f reft
French right advanced froms Fleurus the e
advanced from pres,°a.nd the centre became i
for the Allies. Ihe four French f.ortsisslig :; which T
enemy still garkizaned in that Belgian ‘D€ S
have spoken, were invested and f‘;“‘gwgish"{wfére {onty
10 July the French Srere jn Brassels, the e;—‘etreating
beaten back upon Holland, (e Ausu-lajfcess of the
upon the Rhine, and the continuousssu ]

P
revolutionary armies was assured.
“

o

:"'
=Y . .
n e %

] o » 3 - d,
While these things were raprocgfq;nfhf;?w‘;r:;:}a;}‘:h
however, there had appeared a factor in

bove all, -
modern desire for gomfort and,e:\ated but which the =

mercial security has g:c:&tly sz'itg;gdue prl)po
student will do well to note 101 ¢ France at sea.
factor was e FEEY Weakngi?\sas entered up6n with

Ipsmere numbers the strug p s while to the
flects ip. the ratio of about t;m tt{s'i:enzq large as 15
fleet of Great Br itam,-aalgfa ¥ _

O

=

sf‘%gply their insufficient tfaining ., J
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oppo

Simberstiid be added tne fla s of the Allies. But

really dezide ;OF then, npr will they in the future,

’SuPTemaL;';f of Et" issue of maritime war. Tt was the

This trir.rﬂphanrtlghSh gunnery which turnedthe scale.

s : :
of.1 June 1794. uperiority was proved in the battle
The : : o '

French ]fs’lZf:lShh-ﬂ eét,under Lord Howe attacked the

Ao BW ich was waiting to escort a convoy ©
rest; the forces came im cortact upol

. 28, May, ang ; :
3 a}s. ‘_’ the action was a running one of three

Two éx :
amples must suffice to prove how determin-

ng w. e
Cfarl::t:he i;ug?rlorny of the British fire. The Queet
between ';he Moerﬁnal action, found herself caught
figures of the 1n agng and the Jacobin. We have the
B e lowes ldyring fhe duel of ksgigll
the short and fQ!{een Charlotte lost forty-two men in
three hundred urius-EXCha“ge, thg-illontagne alon€
The number O.f thgam’ consider the total figures:
equir, but thei 1e crews on both side§ was nearly
cannot be too ofi osses were as: eleven to five.
which the En uqﬁnﬂmpeaﬁed that the initial advantag®
it maiﬁtﬁiﬁcdrgé d leet gained 1n the great war, which
and which it nd increased-as that war proceede )
advanta - made absolute at Trafalgar, Was en
The ied ?mmly due to the guns. :
with“the fall of S,E{“"t ¢xpect 1n a sketch which ends
short, upon the e obespierre any treatise, however
wuts. It has of Ialt ect of sea power in the revolutionary
reaction which _elye.zrs been:grossly exaggerated, the
grossly belitdie W 2L followthisgexaeaer dion kS as
it peiinitted the t prevented the invasion of England,
lj’rench forces in :E?-Spera‘tlon and wearing out Qf the
Wtarmined the f; ¢ Peninsula. But it could not bave
ate of Napoleon, 'T'hat was deteymined

a2 »
g L

0 a o v
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a

by his Russian mistilculation and by his subsequent
and consequent defeaf’ at Beips, g
Upon the early succeds of the Rgvoluti(ﬁl and the

I : s
resulting establishment of Europgan demogracy, with’ “¢

which alone these pages «deal, sea power’ Was_of‘no -
®° 3

considerable gffect. 9
Qb a3 Ll -
5 ) >
.\ ]
s e

° o CHAPTER VI 4 P

a O

THE REVOLUTION AND THE CA’I’;IOI:'-IC
, °. CHURCH /9

a

] o a -
Tue last and the most important of the aspects which
resents to a foreign, and in

the French Revolution p
particufar to an English reader, js the antagonism which
arose between it and theﬁChurch.

t so it is the most

As this is the mést ifportan
practical of thi:i}istorical problems which the Revolu-
tion sets the, student to solve; for the oppesition of the
hurch’s organization in France has at once been the
most profound which she Revolution hzs had to
encounter, the most agtive in its methods, and the only
one which has increased in strength actime proceeded.
It is hardly too much to $ay that the Revolution would,
in France at least, have achieved its,object and created
a homogenéous, centralized .democracys l}_‘ad not this
great quarrel between the Pepublic and"the Church
arisen; and one mgy legitimately'(;‘ontrast the ready
pliancy of men tq political suggestion and the? easy, -
story of their institutions whei®é men knew nothing of

the Church, with tHe great stormis that arise and the
that are challenged wherever -

fundamental quarrels

men: are acquainted Wwith the hurning triths of
Catholicism. L e
'Fina : elic Chuftn

Finally, the struggle,

-

between the Gath
"3_~ B -~

¢ i o

An

e e ey
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a s . . % o i f H
nd the Revolution is not”only«‘the most important ! analysing the docux‘.‘lents'of the Vatican or of the
‘ French archives, com¢ appurent]y, upon nothing but a

and the 'most practcal, dut “zlso by an unhappy =
:ﬁ::";;i:n: e‘the thost difficul® of comprehension of all host c%f petty, base, and often personal t:a;\gulat'ron's s g
Sy e presented to us by the great change. or agaip,did they attempt to take a local sample of the” "4
e havé seen in this book that one department of struggle and to follow it in one depastment of thougnt,
they would come upon‘hothing but a whirl of confict ¢

revolutionary history, the ¢zcond' in importance,
perhaps, to the reliicus department, was also difficult with Bb sort of clye to the motives ?hat lay behind. .
of comprehension—to wit, the military department. The contrast between the military and the religif;s

' problem &f theFrench Revolution is dike; the contrast

: énéc{?‘f;’ havg seen (or at least I have postuiated) that ¢ n L
2. difficulty”of following the military fortunes of: the bettween the geological composition and the tog3

Republ.: was due to the mass of detail, to the technical graphical contours’ of countryside. To uperstand

character of the information tc be'acq)uired and to the ' tHe first we must bore and dig, We must takg numerous -,
natural unfamiliarity of the general reader with the samples of soil and subject them to =a§31YSE_, we must

i w make ourselves acquainted with detail in 1ts utmost

elements of militar i
y science. In other words, an |
accurate knowledge of great numbers of facts ‘thellll | ecessey But for thessecond,gthe more general our
proper disposition of thase e dér o 4; standpoint, the wider Qur £az¢, and the more com-
military importance, and the’ correlation o £ a great prehensive ouruiudge?ncnt? the more accurately do we
numb'er of ‘disconnested actions andflans will slone (I gragp the knowledge we have set out to set'ajk. k;n .
permit us to grasp the function of thesagmies in the 4 We must,. thes?, approach our i?usmcss oy s %a
deyt_?d]_‘gpment S ki b tile o3 dern Staté & the outset the most general question of all:PW;as thgre
through the revolutionary wars i a necessary and fundimental quérrel between the ;Cf,ﬂ”e’
Now in this second ami .greater roblem, the I‘ of the Revolution and 1hose of t.he G Ch; r;- fore
problem of the-functi probieny. | hoss il aceainted with either parey, 88G E1EE P01 s
Lot ction played by religion, 1t 18 an . T re o ly reply with assurance
exactly opposice method whicn can alone be of service: ' ill equipped for reply; cotnmoniy TP he non-
alone be 0 \ ifi the affirmative., The French (and still more the

We must examine the field i e i

e genera]ly, and still mor Fr Q4 10 o ma happen, by the accident

ey e T M e | ST T e ok

forces 'W M fl ‘m‘t t.he largést po:v,sible outline what L et in,timacy withl any Catholic cI‘1aracter, no 1:ea -

upon* wh a’ Y—)a S Why thi=ir conflict occurre™ ing of Catholic hil ophy and perha:ps even o Chancec:

; at points that conflict was vital. Any mOr° pRraROr exterrial Catholic ceremony, ¢
|
1
|
|
l
|

Pa'ff'fcular plan will lari . view of so much as afl exte .
1l us, asit has landed so many ¢ R hurch is the necessary

tho e ADCE replie tatingly that the Church Be

usands of controversialists, in there invective ont oné plies unhesitatingly &

: 3 : : gmioré, the
sid ; enemy of the Revolution: Again, the * émigre,
side or the Uther, Gl we come to sce nothing but ol of Ihe e reciusepianyine (of thé smany
s Piﬁo{;} czlr} t.he part of priests, and.of mas#acré sontemporary ty’peq {o whom the democratic tgcory _qf
* emocrats. 4 TR B b lty,7and to=day
Moo ! 3 " : th ame as-a complete DOVEED >
A-en would, did they try to unravel the skein BY SR erouten 5 0 B s

a
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the- wealthy families in that traition, reply as un-
hesitatingly that the Fevolution“is the necessary enemy
s of the Chireh. Tihe réply seems quite sufficient to the
~ Tory squire in England or Germany, who may happen
to‘be a Catholic by.birth or by conversion ; and it seems
equally obvious to (let us say)t: democratic member of

~ some Protestant Church in one of the new countiies.

Historically and logically, theologically also, those
whd' affirm a .necessary antagonisms between the

- Republic and the Church are in error. Those who are
best fitted to approach the problem by their knowledge
both of what the Revolution attempted and of wiat
Catholic philosophy is, find it in proportion to their
knowledge difficult or impossible to answer that funda-
mental question in the affirmative. They cannot call
the Revolution a necessary enemy of the Church, nor
the Church of Democracy. » * &

What is more, minds at once of th“4nost active and
of the bustinstructed sort are the wery minds which
find it difficult to explain how any such quarrel can
have arise. French history ifself is full of the names ©
those for whom not so much a reconciliation betwees
the Revolution ead the Church, as a statement that 19
real. guarrel existed between them, was the motive ©
politics; and almost in proportion to a man’s knowledge
of his jfel{ows in Catholic societies, almost in that
proportion is the prime cuestion ¥ have asked answere
by such a man in the negative. Avman who knows bot
the Faith and the Republic will tell you that there i3
not and cannot be any* hecessary or fundamental rease?
why conflict should have arisen*between a Europeal
Demgcracy ‘dnd the Cztholic Church.

Wréh we examine those who concern themselves
?-tth the deepest and most abstract side of the‘quarr.e 5
wefind the same thing, It is impossible for the

-

) o ¢

‘THE-‘(j‘ATﬁOLIC é)HURC‘H eATTIN

3
Lheologian, or even or the practical ecclesiastical

teacher, to put his fudfer miponra pol‘itica.l “doctrine
essential to the Revolutiof and to%a;f, Thi_s-‘.\dractc:mt?
is opposed to Catholic dogma or to Catholig orals.
Conversely, it is impossible for the: Republilah to plt

his finger upon, a’matterdof ecclesiastical discipline ers

religiofs dogma agd to say, ‘This Catholic point is ft
issue with my political theory of the State.” ‘Ie:Id
Thousarids of active men upon exthoexl;? 51de’ wo g
havesbeen only too willing during the fast hundr&d
years to discover soéme such issue, and it has ?;rov}el
‘undiscoverable. In a’wosd, %DIY those Demgcrats va 2
know little of the Catholic Church cag say that of it
nature it forbids democracy; and only those Calhg 1cs%
who haye a confused, or impgrfect (-:Onceptmnist(i)c
democracy can say that of itssnature 1t 1S antagon

to the Catholic Church. © ey
Much that is fyght by the purely temporal ﬁﬂ%@fg
of the one is sndifferent to the transceR== Oizrtls
Sﬂpernaturalci)hilosophy of the other. In some pfm{ﬁé'
where there is contict (gs in ¢he conceptxant ]fgre ;
dignity of man and of,’ the equallty_ of men)ot by his
agreement. T'o sum up, the Republica= g;n::lmm by
theory persecute the Chuich; the Chur
her theory excommunicate the Repubgcag-as 844 1
Why, ther i, must, next be o usfa comflict,
practice arisen so furious %nd $0 enégrrpo i 5
a conflict whose actiity afld whose™ conseq el
not narrowing but bSoadeI'llﬂg to;dayr Mo T ichias
It may be replied to this sec?ud que; two’ R
only less geneéral thanh*the irsr";; in one O
One may say that the act1o A
by oo by spssl WHOSEL T o
According to this view men act i : e
ideal but actual: impulses V:’hmh aftect gree-

~

” a

of men aré divided not -

M
x

o

-
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irrlliteyc(l:t'i‘n their texture ?onzes,’PQ;jd to the complex but minds by no meanstegliible }:ave done) pass into he |
g ‘t{;lp_“lsbes_ of an indivi¢al personality. Thus, 5 field of mysticism in The snatter, and assert’that really
- sgh these beno: conflict «demonstrable between the personal forces, wills guperio né& exterrhl te-max,

ExOlogY'f of the Cat}}olic Church and the 'political Demong and Angels, drove the Revolution dgainst the™s L
'a;do? of the Revolution, yet there may be necessary Cathdlic Church, and created The RepuBIRt to be an e e
=d fundamental conflict betiveen the Persons we Ca anti-Catholic fotce capible of meeting and of dtfeating ;

ilgjifRevoluFlog and the 'Chu.rch,, and betw&n the that"™Church, which (by its owe Hefinition of itself) ie
X ying principles by Wl_nch either lives. That 15 one not a theary, but the expression of a Personality and a

nswer tha1:: can be, and is, given. = © ' Will. Td putit irP old-fashioned te you mdy say
-« Or one may give a totally different answer and say’ that the Revolution was the work of " Anfichrists—

There' was no quarrel between the theology © the but with that kird of -reply, I repeat, hist9:y cannot

Catholic Church and the «political theory of the - deal. 4

A 4 q )
If it be true that, in spite of an absence of contra-

Revolution; but the folly of thi e
drafting of that law, thcymisc:)ilie S:?;isrs; s:ucb and | di?t*_?’ry intellectual theories, there %s a fundamental =
such an instituti R Jing spiritual contradictiqn betwegn the Revolution and
ution, ;he coingidence of war breas™, the Catholi A vl :
out at such and such ¢ & t'm"g men i atholic phurch, E’hen time will test the business;
and such a moment and afieC sidents we shall see ng? thatscasea perpetual extension of the .
s‘ud" and such a fashion—sall these materi? i forces | quarrel until“the Revolution becomes prirlcipally a
]1:5“-21 mlsund_crsmnding between ﬂ’z Two great | a0 \fUrCE: i‘forﬁthe —=xtinction of Catholicic=3” and the
m_tc*'_c“nﬂlﬁ the human officess @1 ot ot ¢ C_athohc Church appears to thesupporterof the Reyglu-
organizations which directed them; and”confli® oW | tion not as his prificipa}, butas his only epemy. Such <=
established feeds upen, agpd g?ows from, 1% a development has Po{ arisen in a hundred years; 2
- SUbst:mce‘_' the process of time far tnore lengthy will alone permit us
oy qu?s(:?;" if tho# first form of're_p1y be give? ft:r g . toiudee whether the stipposed duello is 2 real matter e
ty n we*have posed, th8ugh it 15 sufficient = oty or a phantasm. 4 . '
exp?:f philosoply which uses it, though it is €% %, o The sechbnd type of answer, the answer Whlf:h
pa&i;ﬁm%’ °f_ all human quarrels., and thougil | of pretends to eprain‘:ﬁe Antagonism b,y a GeMg series
thoﬂghtar- S.atl§ﬁ,es a :Part'icular modern SChUZucd, of events, does congrn the historiﬁr_l. 5 @
T - cartot ::}el:‘lm ,e‘;lﬁent that histayy, properly 50 © Proceeding upo the lines of thaf second RRSWer, Rl
o S el with it. 5i0P \ can bring his science 2o bear and use the instruments &
of a s pirity ?ay that the Revolution was the expryis | of his trad®; and he’can show (as I propose o show in ~_,
flopinnic ae ar more real than*any thedry that 08 | what follows) how, although no quarrel can !)e found «
T between the theory of the Revolutjon and thidg of the

thafi™s susceptible of i £

“1s th > e of analysis OF ef S .

.and that t};ﬁerslgr:ahty of a single guman c ?‘f:ﬁit; , Church, an active‘.‘q‘uarrel did in fact spring up between

00 wit,<! cality was in conflict with another © 550 the Révolution in action and the Suthoriti of Catholi-
N N Ve

L C?tholic Church . You may even (3% # ) 5 °
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cism; )
bt a’;g:;f;’;ild‘?'thh z: hund::edem‘ars did not appease,
Sy R T ‘
of t;: Igga[tii revolutionary quarrel lay the condition
of the § rith in the French State since the settlement
Wi ﬁiuarrel of the Reformatién.
read;:- i;v:a{% tl?at quarrell 9f the Refor_mzition wad, the
4 hu—ndredu ciently familiar. For, roughly speaking,
cestury t6 ﬂe__arg,, from the first yetrs of the -sixteenth
i ith-of Hele ri;‘- years of the seventeenth (from the
England), a nry VIII to the boyhocd of Charles I in
party wo:lldg}rleat attempt was madé to change (as one
have said t dav%‘" Sald.to amend, as the other woul
Bltitendom ?aturahze) the whole body of Western
tesited forr'n fgeneral movement of attack upon the
to that attacko the Church, and a general resistanc®
cotiodg , Was at woik throughout European
ion ; and either antagonist hopn.j"for 4 universa

Succes: Loam o
s, tizc-ane of what he called “Fher Reformation

e
(ijnsifil‘:]gtl-on , the other of what he called “The Divine
At thf: "-léldfvm;blc urity of the Catholic Church’-
e e“ 01 such a period it became apparent that
il that garl}cer; rasult had been, or could be, attained-
ity of thli S : ﬂf}e WESE which*had rejected the author-
aled o JL~ee_ of Rome began to appear as a separate
all that ;ome‘f’j;og permanently divided from the rest;
ity of the sL urope whjch Had sstained the Author”
regiorr of-de ee of Kome began tdf,appear as another
two was be ffltf)ry, Thfi line of cleavage between the
el g;nmng to défine itselfas a geograph ical lin€,
before hzd C:ifl'(fsponded to the line which, centuries
trom ff;'i;?B wided the Roman and civilised worl
arbarians. :

~ P

Th : Sh . .
e Province of Britain had an exceptional fate. -

Tﬁ”" h R U : .
' ugh Rowan in origin and of the ancient civilization

&7
[ e ]
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in its foundation, it fell wpon ¢he non-Roman side 8f
the new boundary ;oWhilGs Ireland, which the Roman
Empire had never organized (ﬁ::flnsimctgdg renﬂﬁed,
alond o5 the external parts of E :
with Rome. Italy, Spain,
Romanized Gegmany,arefused ultimately to z:barédgn'
thet®tradition of civilization agd of religion. But in,
Gaul it was otherwise—and the action of Gaul duying
the Refoymatign st be seized if itsomodern relsgious
quarrels are to be apprehended. A very comsiderable
proportion of the French landed and mercantile classes,
shat is of the wealthy, men of the country, were in

sympathy with the new refigious doctrines’and the new

social organization which had now ‘iken root in Eng-

land, ‘)Scot.land, Holland, northern Germany an

Scandinavia, ahd which wtre destined in those
of wealth. ".E_}}ese

countries to lead tootht domination | !
French squir%b d traders were called thé Haguenots.

°The succeediag hundred years, from 1675 tO 1715,
Slet us saf, were a settlement, not without bloodshed,
of the unsatisfied quarrel of the preceding century.
Englishmen know whit happened in England; how
. the last vestiges of Catholicism WeLg crushed out anq
| all the social and politieal consequences of Protestarfi’
Jism established in the State.
There was, even in that same
a separate, but futilé, attempt to
in Ireland. In Ggrmany 2 struggle
" violence had only fed to a similar
l first third of that ﬂund?zd yeas
‘ of Westphalia, and left th¢
| tcrritori:ﬁ divisions much what we now know them.
In Frapce, however,
remained [ofjaybody, POWEE
was far more irh'i)b{'t:p‘t) in wedlth and social

¢ )
- 3}
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scatt
orgar?;:;ld ;Tgugho?: the territory of the kingdom,
, by this time. fixé: o :
s thf%‘;f‘?ff: anti-natiynz (- i 6 dly anti-Catholic, and
e n#d 2
hads }nsirsl‘iil(;‘m Bac féco‘f.ered.jts traditional dne and
and, that e:{e SR the Vl(':tory.,of a strong executive,
peril:d e cult:ve Catholic. Fuance, therefore, in this
e Chielfitt ement,. became an absolute morzrchy
POvi-ff:;s and possessed tremendous and immediate
itself all the 'g;?(;?amhy W?ich’* incerporaied with
: - ements o : 0
‘”‘:Il“dmg-tk i) the national traditzon,
t i i o
symbosii;egethr}ame °f_ Louns' X1V} of course, which
e tf %rfat time ; his very long reign preciselY
universal stru 11- o was born coincidently with that
which I have ﬁg e for a religious settlement in Europé,
died precisel escribed as characteristic of the time; he
though ’che y at its close; and under him it seemed 25
e reconstructed power of, Gaul and the

defence cé; i
cfsarganized Catholicism wess to be synony-

mous.

But th
hOmOgeniiisv;;erg ‘L'WO_ft'.ements of  disruption in that
andEd . The ody which Louis XIV apparently com”
fmee Frm\éﬁry fact that the Church had thus
chilled the vitai € an l.lnshakz.'ble national institution
T tsogrtfe of Catholicism. Not only di
T cS&evyadeE in a perpetual suspicion of the
indepen den(,:e b ‘3;}' with the conception of national
of French, Cat,hol‘t tuey, and all tha official organizatioﬂ
CAADT 3 1;151_11, put -the security of the nationa
~general POliticaln itsv intimate attachment to the
ity ok Ca Sl'fructure of the State, far peyond the
B s o dogma or the practice of Catholi®

-

That i S
political structure—the French monarchy— -

se¢.aed to k T3
. k2 of granite and eternal. Had it indee

[

]

' @xistence. It was

4 N SH@ YT
L 1 ° ® ¢°‘: ; H
) b \
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survived, the Churgh irf Gaui would doubtless, in

spite of its attachmont tosso mundane a thing as the .

]

crown, have still survived to enjy fne of thosegrestly
-d

rectigns®which have never failed
wo-uld have returned, By some creativ
prl.(\%ple of life! But fOr the moment the cons€quense
of thi fixed polifical establishment was that scepticism?
and all those other active forces of the ;mind which
play updn religiof®in any Catholio S@te, had full
opportunity. The Church was, so to speak, ot
concerned tq defend, itself but only its lmthod of
as though a garrison, fgrgetting the
ncqurated all its efforts

main defences of a place, had co
k which cor'ltained its

upon the security of one WOr

suppligs of food, o
Wit, good verse, singere enthusiasm, a lucid exposi-
tion of whateyer in ¢he haman mind perpetually rebels
against transcengental affirmations, wereé allofved every
Jlatitude and pidvoked no effective reply: But overt
acts of disrespect t0 ecclesiastical auth?rity were
-1 A

punished with rigdur. 4 :
While in the wealthy, the bureaucratic, and_ the
governing classes, to ridicule the Fasth was an.attxtugg'

ttack the privileges OF

taken for granted, seriously to_2
it ifs mpini u lemanly; and Was
*position of ifs rpinisters Was ungentlemantys

he hierarchy that one

not allowed. It did not shock t
0; its Apostolic membérs should b
that another shoulj’ go hunting up?
nearly upset the g{sgscd Gacrament in his allop, and
forget what day it Was wheri“the accl
The bishops found hothing :
proportion of their body to be loose livers, of 10 $97g
of *them =openly presenting their friends ¥ thg;r
. mistresses as might be done by any gl_'?flt lay mopie
round them. That «. diocese OF any. G.her SPRATE,

x ]

[ 4

]

o

dent occurred. &
remarkable in seeing a large ;

f

it in thepast, and”r,
(o reﬂ'c?ion, to its
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:: ‘;‘}'}iﬁhoyld be divorced from its titular chief, seemed
nfSdezn i_s@.:‘,at“ral._asid_oes to us“the absence from his
Unqu.est'idnclénent ‘0% some {itular foreign . colonel.
i heglecf‘? ;lso b)_r_ .thc bls.hops were the poverty,
nzy-—-afid ,t};in ,th(‘_u‘mnstrucurvn of the parish clergy;
abandonme tls fls b.y " far the %principal feature—the
French milrlli of religinn by all but a very few i’ the
officidle of th ons, no more affected the ecclesiastical
affct, let™y % Y than does the s@rvation of bur poor
It was,at'sins say, one of our professional politiciais:
The reslie simply taken for granted. "
the religiou:f. fm“St seize that moribund condition 0*
tion, for it is ife of France upon the eve of the Revolu-
run of hist at once imperfectly grasped by the gene_ral
thoroughl :3) m;n?’ and is also the only fact which
Faith.in tl{e X.P}::lns what followed. The swoon of the
tion upor® cighteenth centugy is the negative founda-
pori*which the strange religious experience of the

French wus :
wisebout to rise. France, im the generation

bef ;
weh?clif :ie léevoluf:mn, was passing through a phase 1
had everebe ath?hc Fait?, was. at a‘lower ebb than it
of it in Gaufn Sln(-:e the preaching and establishment
“"Thi Sl

huSIsrr::mh ™ ve.lled b,}' moré'than one circumstance:
registrati A Oﬂi(:fa] acts, notably marridges and the
form angn'n‘Of births, took place under ‘a Catholic
e = iniéeed C:atholic fotms Hhad a monopoly ©
gal;l'l;li-le State wore Catholic clothes, a5 1t
.. IC "occasions of full ©
rel s of pomp were IU
'M;géo?zf sﬁzem"ny - FeWw of the mlijddlf classes went t0
Batt bt cia ghx:eat towns, hardly dny of the artisans;
-:—inclﬁ“r{ing rgﬂ-‘fs-were ‘official’. Great sums of money
the Churc cial money—were at the disposal ©

WﬂUfE solidess
: olideftvonrs could be got. Again, the histori¢

h;a ; ;
s and the great ecclesiastics were men from 4

.y = v -
L) n %
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truth is masked by’the language and point of view of
the great Catholic gectign which has taken place in
our own, time. b ie LB, oo
Itgs safe to say that where on¢ adult of the efucateds”
classés concerned himgelf serioﬂs}y with €kee Catholic, //

Faith and Practice in®France before the Revolution,’

&

thel® are five to-day. "But in hefween lies the violenf *

episode of the persecution, and the Catholic réagtion
ntrast a supposed

in odr time pgrpessally tends to con u
pre-revolutionary ‘ Catholic’ society wieh ‘he revolution-
ary fury. ‘Look’,esay its champions, ‘at thes dreadful
way in whith tht Rgvolution treated tht Church.’
And as they say this the converse tfuth appears
obvious and they seem to imply, “t%ink how different _>
it must have been before the Revolution persecuted
the Church.’ “The “very yidlence of the modern
reaction towards Cafhelicism has exaggerated _the
revolutionarf? persecution, and in doing So hag made
men forget that apart from other evidence of the

“ decline of religion, it is obvious that persecution could
never have arisere without 2 strong and continuous
historical backing. You could not have had a Diocletian
in the thirteenth céntury with the,spirit of the Cru-
saders just preceding him; ¥ L

Henry VIII if the England of ehe fifteenth cgntury just

preceding ¢him "had been an Engfand devoted to the

monastic profgssim;.f' Amd iou could nDFhav%had tl:le
revolutionary furye against the €atholic C ...rc? in

France if the prc&"éding generatiof? had been actwely
Catholic even in & cansiderable portion: d

As a fabt, of cowrse it was not: and in the p.opl‘llar: 2

the Church the prmmp;tl'_

indifference to or hatred of
d not so .-mnch

factor jwag the strict brotherhoq’ ;
_ Church and Statg as of Church and executive ovg:n—
menf. L L R ~ ST L
. - ,.‘ o 9 & P
.

(<]

ou could not have 12 e

(4

]
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‘Bu
a littfeﬂ:;g vgﬁkanlf ther factor. We were describing
de=ing thetmoverm: o fm ¥ TRty there had arisen,
'fsowerf{ﬂ énd n 1.!1?“.{, the Fieformation, a wealthy,
e _tu:ine.rl.\.ally large Huguenot bedy. In
out the i?CVer;t e] tﬁ?mdled’ butit maintained through-
S i et kel T4 high position, both
power; and eVe;?: ac; was its characte;istic) of meiey-
courso, lower th Gl'-l ay, though their birth-rate is, of
e ot an the average of tha.nation, the French
WeaithiErf u : mtr;]er close upon a million, and are £ar
D e Ao dverags, than thelr felloy citizens.
districts, which which dominates the trade of certair
universi%ies th exercises so great an effect upon the
Trok %ublmhmg trade, and the Press; an
i s them such weight in the affairs of the

Now s X
permflné;?e Huguem?t had ia “France a special and

1entt quarrel with the monarchy, and therefore

with th .
the Cﬁtl;ghc Church, which, pregisely because it

Was no 2 g
with P;;i‘i};: leclld and intense kind which is associate
secretly Ubi(ii:itn universal religious, was the more
highly privileged £ His quarrel was that, having bect
W State withif S“Dr nearly a century, the member O
free to hold a:S tal:e' » and for'more than a generation
tagonistic to the emblies separate from and often an”
R Baa otiiis xllatxonal Government, thesc privileges
ment ofLouis ;if‘;em""?d frem' him by the Govern=
_ The quarrp! was n a century befyre the Revolution-
,a sort of ‘Home ‘Oli\e p?htICal than religious; it W3S
“Huguenots were ubs’ quarrel., “For thongh the
nad POssessed—s eSI'niead: . throughout France, th(?y
thieir spirit and pecial gaties and territories whereill
5 , 0 a certain extent, thei[.' p;:iva.te Sf‘lf"

governmen {
0 enclaves of parficularism within

the State,

atafn

X 4
! ) 5 o § ;
_’ !' 2 » 1 'a . 4
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They had held thisposition, as T have said, for close=
upon a hindred yearspand it was not until a date
contemporary with thed violeng? segflementy of the,
religiods srouble in England by the efpujstch of %a®
James ¥T that a Similar sef lement, lgss violeng achieved “
(as if was thoughty a simgar religious® unity in Fgance. J-‘
But tiat uni’ty was not? achieved.s The Huguenofs,' e

though no rl.pnger"’pnarmitted to exist as a State withine

a State} remaingg, fassthe hundred years bttween,tie

Revocation of the Edict of Nantes and %e'buﬂ)rﬁﬁk'bj‘
the Revolution, a powerful and ever-watchf body.

They stood upon the flank of the attack which intel- ~
lectual scepticism was  making upon
Church, they were prepared to take awlvantage of that
scepticism’s first political victory, and since the
Revolution they lave ben the most powerful and, after
the Freemasons, with witom they are largely identified,
the most strongly organized, of the anti-clegicgl f0Tc®s

in the'country. o ‘ 12
S The Jews, whose action since the Révolution has
been so remarkabledn this same :

the period immediately preceding it, of an§ _C9nsader-
able influence, and tHeir element in ghe coalition may

be neglected. o . ;
» Such, then,swas the position-when the Revolution

o e
was preparing. Within memory of 4ll men living, the
Church had becBme yiorg and more official, ’gheaflass;s
of the great towns hed wholly lostatouc_:h with'ét; thc
intelligence of the cduntry was in theenal drgwn to the

Deist or even to tlfe pprely sceptical propagainia, the”
powerful Huguenot body Wés ready prepare
alliance with any foe of Catholicismm, an

i i uface—notably in Barise
i e 0 -fice of religiofi—the

‘which had long 4endoned the prae !
‘humar. Organizat&u}n of the Church, the. lé?le—ifaEChX?l’t'hc

z
‘ o 5
- )

.

<

2

the Catholic c

business, were not, 1 é'

L]

G B,

d for an -5
dein the eyes af="
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priesthood, and th g4 s 2 T e .
orders which still 151 gf::Z qb:; Verc{ wealthy religious universal. There was ;;o immediate and easily available®
. <Xere butya portion, of thelod: “1 windling numbers, fund of wealth upon which the Executive could Iay hands |
R PUPL’rIaQ’t fintad a‘nd*‘ ';&'as erp. ivileged world which the ' save the wealth of the clerg}. L SR & L ae
. Jtis ugon such agpi g eg%’ed to destroy. . The ffeutlal djes of the obles M abandoned; foust =,
% natiogal religioud l'i]fpln and;in such cox.ldxtmns .of the . fall rather to the peasan{y than te the Staste Of the 7
.. work. In thge Nat'—mfli ltl}!i: t{”e Revalution beging t0 existing taxeg few could be increased without epezil,, g
-body of the Coml:n(')a hSle;nbly you have the great " and ndhe with gny prospect of % large additjgnal iy
touched only here pLiuch darsfiunts whole, revenue. ‘The charge for debt alone was one-half of the®  *
%, and there mith men 1 any Way total receints of the Seate, the defici in proportion
EFqualnted‘ bvith: oridevotediia Catholi - 1 receipts of tae e,t‘e ehcit w ,I{FQPIOP,,..wﬁ
those men for the 0 Lat olic practice; anc. to tht revenue, overwhelming. Face to?face with thaf
" that is,:Ja.Catholic TOSt part indivjdual and eccentric, you had an institution not popular, one whosespublic
ness of their reli ;Oa m?St in propertion co the genuiac- fufictions were followedaby but a small propbrtion of :
practice of rel; 5 us feeling. Among the nobility the the population, one in whith income was most un-  °
mental attitudeg Athn t;'as a social habit with some—as 2 ' eguall‘y distributed, and one whose Teudal property o=
o ira e haxth was forgotten among all but !‘ yielded .in dues an gznount equal to more than a
ROlOnCIoE tham ng the clergy a very ‘wealthy hierarchy, }. - quarter of the_tofal revenue of the State. Add to this
phiiosophical arpfﬂpared to Jdefend the Cht_lrch with [ a system of tjthes whiche produced nearly ag_much
regafdirig itself agument, and almost * unanimous 10 S again, and it will be apparent under what a fingncial
Was Aot s a part of the old political maching, | temptation_the Assembly lay. P
iit; while the representatives us the oW+ It may be argued, of course, that the right of the o

Church to this ecclésiastical property, whether 1n land
or in tithes,*was absolute, and that the confiscation of
the one or of the other form of revenug was mere theft. o
But such was not the legil conception of the moment:~ &
"Phe wealth’ of*the Church was®pot even (and this 1s
most remarRab 5' defended as absolute property by
- the generality of those who eﬁioyed it. Th tong of the
- debates which suppfessed the tithes, and late?” con-
pretexi”and fiscated the Church%ands, was a tone 8f discussign#pon 4
» calling of thevesn to fome extent-the motiye for the’ legal points precefiems, public'-utlhty,. and so forth: o
Lot monee ’tIz‘i}:cs-General was the mecessity for ¥ - Thel'e' was not heard in it, in any effec_tl;.fe degree, :t];e_.j"‘
swdowa, and asj' 1 e old fiscal machinery had broke? = . assertion of merer moral right; shough in that time }3 2
breaks down t}? v}-;ays ha}ppens when a ﬁS,Cﬂl,.mthme moral wrghis of property were among theefir3t 0
vpon indi é e a.rdlshlp it involves, and the pressuré - epolltuial doctrines¥ 54 _
*# indiduals which it involved, appeared: t0 bé It Was not, holiveVes. the confistation of the Chwzeh
[ Qo 7

cler .
el iy ;} :(t:rglr}gly d?mo(g!‘atlc in character, were at first
e withUI}):eq with ?he estaplishment of democracy
5 ke the impending attack ‘apon the material an
NP ral orgenization of the.Church
o : i i
Oﬁere‘d’ﬁatttlll}at material and  temporal organizatio?
S fas e very beginning of the Jebates an Oppor:
R aftack which no other'depatcment of the o
gim" could show, ; ‘
. : ) L
he immediate; peril of the Stals was financial. The

oy 3

~
.
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7 _religion,—all this bewilders the tnodern mind. HOW’

o

i
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i‘;;lnds arfd the suppression-of the tithe which founded
e quarrel between the Rrvoliltion and the clergy. No

sapcial’ or ecohonic chadge is ever mere than 2

rep: o: AL k% iis

Ebipam-f{{_ﬂ _fOl', or ‘I permissive condition &f, u moral

o ng~e.h ¢ is nevdr the callse of a moral change-
enthe suppression of thé religidus, houses i@ the

) .gigi_nning of 1790 “must not be taken as the ffoint of
parture in the great quarrel. The religio1s orders in

P

&

.Fffi"l,(_:f’ We{‘ﬁ: at that moment tﬂ'«?‘decnycd tn zeal and
J'!111 numbers, tdo wealthy and much too removed‘from
;.e llf:G o‘f thg nation, for this to be'the case. The trué
: Iis;to;lca.n point of deFartuEe £5 ' which we must dute
Revole%'mnmg ?f this Profound debate between the
morn'u mnfand Catholicism, is to be found in the
comrr]xlilt%eeo(thBOEMay 1799, when a parlia_mentary
the House i e Ecclesiastical ?ommfttee) prescnteq to
of the C;e'lts QIan for the 7eform of the Constitutio?
e urch in Gaul. i
Wh'.EII;e ;ncl)gfpxty of that act is nov, apparent to the
l’epresentc;:ﬁ . The proposal, at the bidding of chanc®
dioceses a dv es not elected ad foc, to “change the
of an e hn the sees of Catholic France, the decision
Such ti phemeral political body to limit to such an
e Chesr(:;!nd very feeble they were) the bond between
sion ofutif gf France’and the Holy Sk, the suppres:
proposal :h" at}}edral Chapters, the seemingly farci
also tius ];t bl\sh..ops should® be- elected, nay, priests
the nattm? ?sen, the submissiof, of the hierarchy
Which ope of residence and travef to a civil authority
openly declared itself ir.different in snatters o
we 2
labo?:&silu;d men 5 learned, sc enthusiastic, 52
of their ti so closely in touch with all the rez ities
Mezh mo:.li-e' rnak? 2 blunder o that magnitud€®
, bow did such_» Bluader escape

F

1 [} -

.,‘ ‘] \ ; L l -..
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damnation of uhi\:ers'al mackery*and immediate ime”
potence? The answer:ia to be discovered in what has
just been laid down with so mfuch insisteice: thee
temporhry» ecli se of religion ix"F;ancc
Revolution broke out.

the mea who voted it, ndy, even tht men who argued _
against it, all had at the back of their minds Tilfge”
concepfions whigh theg were attempting tg' reconeile:
of these three conceptions oné was whéily“wreng, ong
was imperfect because superficial, the third algpe was
true. And these three cjnceptions Were, firsty tba't.the
Catholic Church was a° moribund stperstition,
secondly, that it possessed in its Ofganization and
tradition a power to be reckoned with, and !:hirdl_y,
that theState, ité"org:i‘f]s, and their corporate inherit-
ance of action, were go"bound up with the Cra,,ﬂ}_f?l}.c
Church that if was impossible to effect afiyegeneral
political settlemen® in which that body both external
£ France Sad internal, should be neglected.

Of these three canceptions,ahad the first been as
true as the last, it would have saved the Constitution
mmon sense of

of the Clergy and the"reputation for co
those who framed it. e 0

-It was certznly true that Catholicism had for S(;_
many centuries béen bound up in the framework ©

the State that the Pagliament ‘must therefoﬁe dooso me-
ottlementsof the

thing with the Churc in the fener@ 8
“hation: it could not*merely leave tho Chm%hu:%n: S
side. . -

It was aldo superfieially tl'ule_ ol
power to be reckoped with politica™5s o
the t;ad;ﬁor}al ,union of ChUIC.h alf:;tx Sta:ye—-;(l‘),\ll:;l;anii 0

X 0 vO ona
superficially trué’ NWhat it who commanded, h

feared *was the inhrigug pf those !

-

' Y, A

.

< =

7

e, ®° °
. The men who framed gme Constitufion of the qergyd,‘ l

[

beford the e, <
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t;at the Church was 2 :n
quite apart frore—"
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TEF FRENCH KEVOLUTION , ; OTI{E.gA}HBI,Ic CHUREH e
"erganization of the Catholic Chtirch, men whom they which the last of Cathglicism in Gaul could peacefully”
knew. for the most part to_be +without religion, and the pass away. The action,d¥ thg politicians in frarhing thé

asincerity’ of all of whom t;g;-cy naturally doubted. A Constitutiqn woyld have %eemed’inoge geperdug “fl&"l", ..
less ‘superficial and'a morg solid judgemant]of the every ffassing decade, and their Afisdom in avolding "¢.*

i matter w¢uld have,discovereg that the real danger 13y offence to the few who Nill remaied faith#, would ‘l ~
in the animosity or intrigué against the Civil Con:

- hawﬁgeen insrgaﬁngly plauded. L R
stitution, not of the corrupt hicrarchy, bute0f the On tke other hand, and from thg point of view of the o *

“sipcere though ill-instructed and dwindling minority statesman, the Civil Constitution of the Cle'rgy boungt™
which was still loyally attacheg-to the dostrities an

those
disciplire ‘of the Church. But even this supesficid

{

strictly ‘to the Stgtesszal made responsible to it those
ancient functions, not yet dead, of the dpiscopacy and

= judgement would not have been fatal, had not the ‘-'_vlu its train, It.was'a wise and ajus:t _considerz'm'on on

judgemeat of the National $Ass,(:;nbly been actually the part of the Asstmfj]y that rehgwr}s rftﬁm thf:u' :
erroneous” upon the first point—the  vitality of the machinery long after they aré dead, anud if that machu}—
Faith, oo ery has ever been a State machinery ‘it must remain e

Had the Catholic Church b Iv all educated | subject to the control of the State: fmd subject not
men then imagined, & rr:oribtiflrcll' :ff;::sigiin, had the only up to the n‘f@men.t wheg the living force. whu:ih
phase of decline through wehich it was passing been @ once animated,jt is flad, bt m‘u(‘:h lqngf.:r; up, g,%}lsel;,
phase camparable to that througil which other religions 210 %1:5' rlnomcnt wlbcn the sungu{ghmstltutmm the
have passed in their last m i sup- ¢ad religion breaX’ down and perish. h

. oments, had it been ) . !

ported by ancient families fror:nmere atramtion, clung | So argued the National Asscm‘biy and ifs comrmﬂ:;:. -
to by remote peasants from racre igmorance an ; and, I repeat, the arfument wassust.and stat‘es:m:ln : )
isolation, dbandoned (as it was) in thegtnwn‘ simp’y S ﬂ;}rmght’ 5 f?;]l;:oclll " m(;s : miag; .
b eef intel tion. The Catholic Church was not dgad, and was

ccause the towns had better opportunities of int¢ even dying. It was exhibtting many of the sympto ¥ -

~ectual enlightenment and. of acquiring elementary
kno‘f'ledge in history and the sciences  hail, in a WO
th? Imaginary picture which these men drew in their
minds of the Catholic Cnurch and its fortunes been 47

which in othersorganisms and iftstitutions cor;espon.d
to the approach of death, but the Catholic Church is
an otganism and an snStieution quite unlikg any,other. 3
It fructifies and expaffds tmmédiately Gnder thestouch

exactuone, then the Civil Cons itution of the Clergy
would have beew a statesmanlike act. It would have
‘permucted the hold of the Catholic Church upon SU
| < istricts as it still retained to vanish slowly and withoU*
,'shOCk'. It pruposed to keep alive at a reasonable salary
; ¢aninisters of a ritual which would gresun\abl.Y.have
ost all vitality before the last of st pensioners

dead; it wonld have prepared a ked, as it were, upon

"of a lethal weapons {t has at its very 200ts the coneep o

tion that material frosperity is stifling to it, poverty”

and misfortiine nutrisious. :5"
The men of the National ﬁssembl.y- proule have".
actedsmgge wisely had they closely studied the story o

Ireland (then but ftle known), or had they even ecs

> 4

themselves acqualntéd,with the methods Byy¥ hidgdle, | °

<P

-

-,
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€atholic Church in Britain, “after passing in the | ment had C(E)m}'nltteté, a cutac!ysm quite out of prop6t
tion to their intentjohs, gs indeed are mdst-sudden ,

., fifteenth century through.a phase somewhat similar to

. - o that under, which itewas si‘¥king in Gaul in the eigh- disasters, quite out of ropore;zon %o the Tm;cgs .tha..t 4
“%,27 teenthpewas stifled dnder Henry and Elizabeth” bring them about. WO T2 . °-‘
%, < But the desire cfithe men 5f 1789 was not to kill the It ‘was, as we have ¥gen, m.tﬁc’sur'nms’i;c;f Ic'ygo—— :
i Chuzch but to let it die; the§ thougat it dying. Their - upan 12 ]u%ya—mat th R ivil Cons%tutn?n of thg J;:rg_ »
desire was only tb make that death decent azd of 10 w(;as approved by the . ssembly, dUt 1t was %tiunt'l 4
“furt to the nation, and to control the political action zh Augusf that the Kxng consented to si n.I orvaVéts
_of a hierarchy that had been wezity ~nd wis boun up Erﬁre at fhe maznemzany attempt to give £ &g succt
5 revery e protests of the bishops, for instance,*came out

PR oD, iy
;Tét: the plibncicty thates crumbling upon quite at leisure, in the month of October,eand the':_
’ P it - e it i » active principle of theiwhole of the Civil Constitution
The Civil Constitution of thé Clergy failed: Xt —to wit, the presentation f the Civic Oath which the *

« s G . - i o e icism i
the civil war, it dug the pit which divided Catholic? clergy were required to take, was hot even debated e

from the Revolution at the moment of the for(;:gﬂ until the end of the year

invasion, it segregated the loyal priest in SU¢ o Civic ® degr s :

B et crdor poidd Pack Bt appear 10 ¢ b e
B s s 4 it led, in the ugbear in the mater, was no more than a,engage-
S ot it order of ¢raitors, and 1 ' m the ment under the sanction of an oath that thesbighop or.

priest taking itdwould maintain the pew régime—

furnace: of 1793, to the great persecution fro
"though tkat régime included tlte constitution of the

memories of which the relations bhtween the Frénc

de;n ocracy dnd the'Church have not recovered-f fure; “ clergy; thetoath inFolved no di#ectbreach with Catholic :
for ;i;;ﬂg;r:tlant to trece ;he':}‘ituél steps of tl}llt; v.:lsho . dogtr.i‘ne or’pra?tilcl:e. LI:;WES, indeec}l,: folly to impose it,

! ‘appreciate what the dates WETE, R | and it was a folly based upon thg ignorance of the
agibetime which was left for judgement or for revisiohs politicians (and of many of the bishops of the day)"h&~
and how immediately disaster followed upon errol‘taa"1 | to the nattfre"c;f trlzn_’e Catholic Cl?urcl_l. But thg oath was
?:?HUHderstand whattfollowed and wetal underst&= not, nor was it jnténded to be, a measure of persecution.

L ::; %ﬁlsra:ay.d iy . ‘ il 8 arnilies Many of the p.arllsh .clargy _tﬁok it, and.‘no'st oof .them
A i - enduring querrel-between t ol probably took it in Food 'faxt : no? did it discedit the
mumalc;useﬂ(‘)f céntention we chinnot seize an tYlat i  oath with the Publfc that it was refued by all save four

ostility we find unreasoflable, to learn : Jent of the acting bishdps, for the comdition of the Merarchy

2 Broces . % . P c
proceeded from a cataclysm tno rhpid and too V2 in pre-revolutionary France was notorious. The actiore

‘ amf:or beIxther to have exercised judgement upon it w}ie of the bishops appeared in thg public eYe to be purelyT
-r;?:l: d:a‘us tof excuse or at least to Con}prehen'd ;:at- political; apdaethe ready acceptance of the oath by @'
aclysfnl ci. of their antagonism. Nowr, it ¥7S ‘I'l 2 _many, though 3%Ypninority, of the Tower clergy.argued
o which fell upon the relatidns of the Chure” strongly in its fivous, 4 ° i

»State, immediately after the erroi¢which the Parlia o S : iy =

» . ] L L
T
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~Nevert : )

e tak&e}c;s:t, no Catholic priest or bishop or Jayman

Bl daitie ;{ath without lsnding himself in dis-

o o l'ffIfﬁlol:l?‘ and that for the same reason

s ap;-(".-f‘ Thoréas of Canterbury to make his
ruitful-stand agajhst the reasonable and

inevitable, as
9 much as agaist the unreasonahle, .

o

Criare IZnZﬁ provisions of his time. ‘The Catholic

eannot admit e of necessity autongmous. It

its own ozgahiz right of any othenpawer eaterior to
ation to impose upon it a modification

of its dis~ipli
pline, nor, above all, a nev/ conception of its

hi?ﬁfic organization.
e re ey,
ECCeptatioTe]f, must carefuliy distinguish between the
reform, the cg'nthe Church of a detail of economic
request of the cS el.llt to suppress a corporation at the
traditional poli .WI Rower, or even to forego certain
general }'rigo' ltllcal rlgbt.s, and the admission of the
EHciAlehe Al of civil control. To that geners
the Clergy, was Se“?bly’ In framing the Constitution ©
such a co-érdinactlmw evidently committed. -To admit
to admit a superi e extexmal and civil powes, OF rather
the principle fwé external power, is in theary to deny
4 the Catholio cﬁéhoﬁlc'sfx and in practice to make
. ] IcC W o1 .
of ICIl:rlstendom have ba’ccoma; the other State religion®
ave sai = % Y
¥ ed upon the 1 ¥
the clerzy to take the oati A P.roposumn to compe

It is a &) air
8N B
gular cxommentary upun,the whole affair -

tnat com -
debate atplfﬁlsmri should have beeia the subject for
*dprve imagineél ¢ should have fallowed, une wWoul
Ltona? had beer; nlf rmal_].\" from the law. But so exsep-
now were begin:]-e action of the Assembly and..as they
decnee was neg ing to find, so perilpus, that a special
negessary-1-and the King’s yignature to it—

s ]

® wyas advising the King with

. the Law; but ‘thiat
they refusedd Within three months

m'g\' & B
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before this normal consoquence of a measure whith

had been law for m&xﬁ]gs,,could be acted upon, °
Here et the, reader pause atd eonsider*with what i
that fnoment—o—the end of 1790—41;*.oi?ncidea. kD “0, i
The assignats, paperymoney issuied upon’the security 8
ofzthe confiscated estes of the Church, had jalreadys
depreciated 10 per cenf. Those,who had first aécéi:)téq %
them wese paying throughout France 2 penny if;eue
livre, or°as W& nmy=put it, a penny ing ca the
shilling, for what must have seemed o fnost of ther
the obstinacy of ©one single corporation—-and that an

anpopular one—dpaifjst the decrees of tle National
o i ) e

Assembly.
It was now the moment when % definite reaction -

againgt the Revolution was first taking shape, and
when the popiiice was first beginning uneasily 0 have
suspicion of it; it was the moment when the Court was
beginning to negotiate for flight; it was “the monient

when (though «® populace did not know it) Mirabeau

! all kis migﬁt to seize upon
portunity

-

+ ¢ of the priest3’ 0ath s 23 op
n [

for chvil war. ]
The whole air 5f that winter, Was charged with
i the minds of all who Tiad

doubt and mystery:
h of the l}evolution,

» enthusiasticatly followed the raarc
the short &aysﬂ&t"tha"g rigorous coldof 17901 contained
passages of despair, 2nd & very brief eriod was to
suffice for mak 4 fiot only tke test of

ing the glerichl oat
democracy against reaction, but the wedge. th_at,should
split the nation il t¥¥0- o ) %
With the very opening of the new year, O 4 Januaryy’
the bishops and pri in the Asseriibly were se=:
meneghta, take the oath to the Kﬁing, the Naticn, azd
Jaw included:the Civil Cofistitution

of the Clergy,and
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on, the suspicion of,It’he‘ flight o‘f t'he King determined o?rertly gttack?:d. E he Queen’ was known to bi7a
er refused through afls at,white heat, the oath taken violent opponent of jt§*puf she did not actually govern.
et iRtroduceg ?u; Frarftse, and the schismatic The I’Gq,vernﬂgpnts 9£w‘aEurop?." were kndwn to be _
imagine AL ol 1330 their parishes—it *mdy be oppo‘.gl?rﬁs; but no c‘hplomaticegate had yets ai?pearecd"."
iy B Iat._tv;i; clamour and with how many of which public opmx:an couldramake as “object, for
< Bk Lo n atiF, (] & ® ® ' - -
T ot o I at samé fortnight appeared the = | , attacke o 2k s M
{Goitas’ d,e g de ayed, and known ‘as thes Brief | T he r.emstanc:e, t!lerefore, Pffered by the cls,rgy ta
Cle?g.y ’S denouncing the Civil Coristitution of the | the ngm_Comfltption, had just that effect whiGr a
=) . ix weeks later, at the eadvof May, the papal | nucléus Will haxe & the crystalization of some solation.
presentaiive a¢ the French Court Was \:r'ilthdfaqsn ! It polarized the energies of the Revoltzion, it provided
2 a definite foil, a definite negative, a definitescounter-

int, a defidite biitt. ;Here was 2 simple dsue. Men

wearing a speciil uniformj pursuing known functions,
performing a known part in society—=to wit, the priests
—werg now for the ost part the enemies of the new

anrci_‘ 11-1n tba}: act religious war declared:

rough . o .

of a year% :‘:1]:11: tt‘hls quarrel, which was now exactly -

faeia b sixa ion, but thé acute phase of which had
munths, every act of either party to it

» p-‘o

necessarily tended
to . . »
Not only was there no ?aksr: he. conﬂ}?t o .v1olent. democratic Cofigtitution that was in preparation. They
pportunity for*tonciliation, but would not gke the oath of loyalty to it: they were
bellion against it and .~ where

in the Very n 3 ;
haa to :raf‘!jgéaittz;ff ‘:)fnﬂ;lngs .the nRgtmocerate counsel everywhere in secret re
public act which touchf:;S}de or the other, and every they were dispos¥ssed of their cures, in open rebellion.
point, though it touched bm ALY AW upon the sor¢,  The clergy, therefore, that is the hon-jufing clergy (and
desire on the s ‘th ut indirectly, and w1th_ no the conforming ciergy were fn experiment that soon
of the moment, immedi z ?Ctors to touse the passions becarfie a fiction), wer€ after April 1791, in the eyes of
upon one side or the ot;?ef y appeared as a provotation all the democrats of the time, the, plainest and most
.‘it was inevitable that it 'h : : tangible form of the opposition to democracy.
tion which had abandons ds hould be_ so, with a popula- . To the Way in which I have presented the problem
the attachment of thn., ; C practics ofireligion, with a great dedl mQré might be .?dded. The very fact that
organization of the olde clerical organization to the the democratic meven=nt had come after a geriod of
disciplins that united }:eglrr-le"'mth' the strict bond of unfaith, and was on-Cathdlic it ifs springs would
France,into pne wh the priesthotid of the Church in » have tended to -produce that quarrel. Se would the
whale, and above ali with the necessity necessary attachnfentof the Cstholic to authotity and
7 inciple of authority

uuder Which
the SEirs :
Revalution was, ‘at this stage, of -between the princil :
traditional ,_‘monarchy. Again, tic

=

-

& .
the easy Confusion

fndin: g

.)F"Thii aia(::ﬁ;::tii: peineibleichoiy: ; and claims of - ’

Publie opinion was is of the very first importaricc. | clements of wanity, of material greed, and of & falde

: exasperated and inflamed,for <he finality which’ age to be discovered in any purely
> the Staté] will Hetween, 2hem

King w:

g Was known to bz an o = i 2 i

mevernent; yet he si pponent ¢f the democratic democratic theory of

: yet he signed the bills and could not be ‘ 4 Yk 8
| » -
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always bring this theory into ‘dome " conflict with
religion. The centuries duringswnich the throne and
'5'36 altar had stoed 23 twinsymbols, especially in
i'rance, the very terasnology of religious methphor
Whlf:.h ha'd' teen forped duringtthe centlries of mon-
archical institutions in Européj helped to found the
gref§ ﬂuarrel. But,"I repeat,“the overt act without
whih “the quarrel could never have Become the
I:iembly”greaz thing it did, the master blunder which
estroyéd -the aity of the revolutionary movement,
was the Civil Constitution of the Clecgy.

So muclifor the first year of the schisi, May 175° <

to 0 el ]
f I\I/fay 1791. The second year is but #n intensification
) ; e process applfrent in the first.
" t _Oﬁens with the King’s flight in June 1791: that
al,lt;:lt' the first open act of enmity Taken agaihst the
s ority of the _Natxonal PasdliZment since, two years
su ire, the National Parliament had declared itself
idf f_rge(.i Already the Court had’ been generaliy
arfcl'l ;3 witH the zesistance of the clergy, and a
fhatl(;i ar Ie{)-:lleﬂfple of this had appeared‘in the opinion
jie oyl steupicd joliney oo S Clage in
m%niona een prompted by a desire to have com-
theref y thehh.ands of a noy-juring priest.! When,
Whatsgze,_the Klﬂg‘ﬁt?d', though his flight had nothing:
associatvsr'to do,w1th the clerical” quarvel, it Was
e: T iy minds with' the clerical quarrel
1 Thi . e A q a
npn-C}thgﬁlmﬁin has entered int; so many Protestant and
ctiticizing oL stories of the Revolutior that it is wor
herfect]ygfren:e again in- this little botk. The King was
" of C'l’tl'lcadmr.‘3 r? A communion privately fror.x the hands
-munion we]l;)x:reiﬂqus" did so receive it, and had received com”
eltlesinstical rea in the canonical times. There was Iittle
St. Cloul on MZOI:I for the attempted leaving of Paris, 10F
nday, 18 April 1791, saye the custum no

the religiou

- s duty) of =Eenls

Suoicr i s oI commun ng i i E T
uacny itself; it was a I;lﬂitical lga';l g ‘:.n public on ‘aste

|
|

v 5
¢ Ly
C2 . k

o }}J %8 s :
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through his attempt to legve Paris in April and fropa
long association of ths Court with the clerical resist-
ance. The outburst ofanti-menarehical fesling which
folloved the flight was at the sgrae %ime 4n optBurst 6f &
anti-clerical feeling; but the glergy werepeverywhere ¥
_ ang cquld be atéacked Yerywhere. *The Declaration of,
“Pillnisz, wilich the natién very rightly interpretéd as the %
beginning 8f arf armed European advance agahs;;‘thé
French democracy, was felt to be a threat not oply in
favour of the King but in favour alsotpf the rebellious

ecclesiastics.  ° A
- And so forth. The neasy approach of war through=
out that autunin and wiater of 1791-2,
transformation of the French temptrament which war
or its approach invariably produces—a sort of con-*
structive exaleadon “and creative passion—began to
turn a great part of its enefgy or fury against th very

persons of the orthodox priests.  ° o S|

> The new Padliament, the ‘Legislative’ as it was
 called, had not been sitting two months#when it p_assE:d, Py
November 1791, the decree that non-juring
1d be deprived of their stiperfd. f.knd here ¢
again we must nofe the curious Iac‘:k of adjustment
between law and fact :a all this clerical quarrell &or

,more thar a ¥ear public money had been paid to men
who, under tlg.e"‘*"law: should not during thc? whole of
that year have touchied, any’salary! Yet, as in the case

of the oath, special Qctign wis necessary, ‘

, the Parliament added to this .tardy and,‘logxcil con-

sequence of the Bw 2 declara’f\on that those ‘who hsvd.

ot so taken the oath within eight days of their decree®s
7 endered ‘sus ect’. 2 o

Shc’g'll“llc;:o:'d,‘éuspect’ 12 significant. The Parliament

even fiowocoulﬁqnot act, at least it tould r}ot act’ w_1thout

® the King; and:ﬂ\isnword ‘sus;r-,ct’,ﬂv,:_]:,nchw carrigd,n0 -

-

upon 29
priests shau

@ (Y =

L]

®and horeover ¢

b %

othe peculiar « °

=
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®
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a threat of things TR e might cover On 27 Miy 1795, therefore, Guadet and Vergniaud,
ment. It was like, th an reggaiar and legal punish- the Girondins, moved ghat a priest who had, refused .
authorited, or legar El‘l? kmark‘-, thit some power not to take the oath should e Subjepteds to trangportation
“:'hQEII that,power hﬂs_"ii; Cls upon the “door of ghose upon d1‘:§h,e shere &?:mam_:l of ‘any tvent§ taXp’aygl;s‘\:yithin&ﬁo ®,
,’.31'5)5:([:“ ot §ng ed out for massacre in SOMC | :?:s alif;‘?lygocil?axzis knoxlvgoa: ;1 ‘%?‘:ﬁn;':;.h !
3. 'Three P c i Washa e exa years sinct the L1 S i
Bisénds ::eil;i later-Louis vetced the decree refusing” ‘- stitutiop of the Clergy had first been reported o the o
b non-juror : ; aclesiasti i oCen- "~
fhe whole mattejr in S;uand the year ¥701 ended with S;ﬁ;bg;tg:ﬁzie;l;s;f& Conmaittmi i Cb’? &
mc{,eash}g to'magmess. spense gt it exasperhtion It, must not “be fo'rgotte);; under?® wh:at external 2
- l?e ﬁg;st three months of 1 e _ conditions this violent act, the first true act of persecu-
non-juring slergy w 01 1792 savwe 110 change. The fion, was demanded. It was already a m ince,”
in their i lergy were still tolerated by the Executive . : A v PRERSINGE
their illegal position, ad, “what < ey upon 20 April, the war”had opened upon she Belgian = '
ordinary, still receéved pl.’lblic r,nw at s more extrd~ 4 frontier by 2 disgraceful panic andethe murder of
oney and were still for W General Dillon; almost contemporaneous with that ©
breakd8wn was=tize cf.’arrespondjng panic and flight of

the mo . s

CeptiOns:hESThln lpossessmn of their cures; the con-

the most obv-e clergy were the printe;cor at any rate

hardened tm mm;si,ixcnemle.s.qf ~the new régime now

persecution of reli _ed opinion which the attempted

obstinate and a,iiigi:tr.l’ as the one paty called it, the

TR partypcai?n‘al.rebelhon of factioys priests, % hich zvas rising tq7me

real persecution and saatives rapidly ap,proaching invasicn. s o . ° €
With April 1792 real rebellzon. PR ] followed, of course, by the decree dismissing o

of “ie war. 792 came the war, and all the passions the Royal Guard, and, rather more‘than a We?k lat=z,
The kno W ' by the demand for the formatign of a camp © volun-

Was now éﬁoﬁztiﬁy of t-he King to the Revolution A i i

sympathy with an mething far worse: his known not here concéi'r‘led-." b

enemy-under ‘arms. * To force the against the non-jurilg i?

the French troops in theif’ advance t0 Mons.
Europe Was %alking” of the facile march apon Paris
which could nowsbe undertaken; and in general this™

yecree against the priests Was buf, part @f
s ated policy ) et the terror of the

the exasper-

h this we ar¢
he King vetoed the decree
riests, and in ¢he wjld two é
orthodox glergy Weres in the

ng int.-\ the - i
of the revolllls:igﬁ;:‘. ;as henceforveard the main tactic ,months that followed th : i
vNow sfor those Wil OdY-‘ . % mind of the populice, and partlgularly the popjalace of
‘«9 open declarations Os}e_ ob-]'_:‘ft was farcing Louis XVI Paris, idertified with fhe cause of the re-estab!lshm.entr €
religion was an ‘dbvi of hostility agajnst the sation, his ‘ of the old régime and the success of the invading
or,2 crme. to closer e I‘I:IStI:ument_ In no point coul | foreign a,l‘mlCS., ) ; | b 10
question’ CEithia Chéﬂ? with the King, than,on this with thé crasl_':'of 10 August the' pcrsecutprf‘bqgan:
ch, where already, in Decémber ©the truc persecm‘_lah&pz‘whlch was g@thf %row;mg Elptt%l‘-
e ’ 4 -

1701, he had exerci is v
=T, S S ._ISEU'“hIS eto. #1) L2
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Seriini wf; r%rev:t?us- two years what a4 blow is to the the very fibre of t%e. batlfc.)lxc. organmgnon in Francg,
s d,scl-ees Of. a quarrel. o = and remained, in spite Q,f golltical. theory ong way ar S
. eleverf da- g foh 27sMay was put into force within the other, and in spite Qf ‘the I\q}tm&al sympathies of
Wik 'g ;) the fall of the Tuilerres. Truel! it was 1E_he pf_stﬁ.ood, the one great active gnemdcry i.nh';ritedr.a_j.
i demaifde?ir Ci;?t,hat crudity whicli'the Parlfament rog{l) nvi;c:l;e':h: pictu:\ of the%2st 1id Babit 4d ‘
£ s - S . = y & X y ap1
* fortnight to leave h enzr} Jlii‘ Lig priests were given K *charicter, a¢ the fatal and ‘necessf.vy opponent bf thé 2
~ avail themselves of }h dlrljg e and‘ if they failed to revolutionary thesry, became so fixed in the mind.of * :
¢ delay were to-be trapsported. . the Republican that tyo generations did «nothing %o
timesthesolder men, «

. elimipate it, and that even in our
in spite of pure theory, cannot rid themselves of an

- jmagined conrexionsbetween the Catholic ('g;u?ch and> ¢

an international cconspifacy against democracy. Nor .
does this non-rational but very real feeling lack support

from the utterances of those who, in opposing the ¢

) politicaf theory ofthe’French Revolution, consistently
quote the Catholic Churgh 3s its necessary and holy
= . @

antagonist. ° 9.2 .20 e
The attempt tq.‘de-christianize’ France failea, as I

q monl;;? :htf date to the end of the Terror, twanty-three
ReVOlutio;Lr’ She story of the relations betweer the
is simple ita'n the Church, though wild and terrible,
= extxl?em;g ::’fa stoml-y of mere-persecution culminating
o cruelty andein the ¢ .
of TChrlstlanity ie¢ France supposed uprooting
h .
this t?moerthOdEx der.gy were everywhere regarded by [
mOVementa.sﬂ_: e typicel enemies of*tie revolutionary
; they themselves egarded the revolutionary

O : Py cgard
25 c‘l":s‘muint‘,&l:g gus htlrfle, as being principilly an attempt : :
Withirf o atholic Church. & 28 ' Yave said,"completely. Public Wprs!up,,:was restored, %
From 58 Mt E-mont]}s of t'he fall of the ,'monarchy', l and the Cog,co::c.latqof Napoleog? was elieved to Qave
or Schismai:icc 1793, he priests, -wheches non-juring settledsthe gelations besween _Chu'irch ancs State in a &
ke ,bx_'nlght. on the denunciation of uny si¥ permanent fashion. We have lived to see it dissolved; S
f,,—rhér; ¢ ﬁu Jectc_ad to transportation. . but this generation will nat see, nor perhaps the genes-
oo 'CI)‘ owed immediately a general attack upo™ 1 ation succeeding 1t, the issue of the struggle between
of C%:urs-e‘ };e' attempted closing of all. charches Was two bodies ef thought which are divided by n® process
el a failure; but it was firmly ielieved that suc of reason, but pr?fouﬁgly divorced by the action 0
it omen: 8 1){tEt remained to the Catholic Chufch W3S ! vivid and tragic histc¥icalmemorieg. = L) 4
etk d)irs :; 'te c;;' ignorarce of thd provincial districts ' ’ P > S
s tetel itP ')I(‘h 1t, or to the self-seeking of those who 4 ’ o ° v
© as it was c-:allf:cle ?tﬁzmpt at mere ‘de-christianization’, “ - ) o€
- crelty, the Véht, ailed, but the months ofsterror and o o ¥ 1 o
A Iess‘,) o n}lmber. of martyrdoms (for they =ver¢ ' S e i 7 o
to whith the pliexl‘;(illlble sufferings and_ indigpities > 7 >
country were, subjeused obattem-pteq""tU rf_:ma1ﬁ in.theo | ¢ "0 i T
: , burnt itseif, as it were, int0 ! x ; Wik ¢
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